




It’s the story of Habitat. Now what is a 

habitat? 

‘The natural surroundings in which an animal 

or plant usually lives is known as Habitat like 

Forest habitats, Aquatic habitat, Grassland 

habitat to name a few’



City, town , village, 

hamlet are some of the 

names of different 

human habitats. 

But why do we need too 

many of subcategories ? 

Well , it depends on the 

population. 

But is it just the 

population or something 

else ? Let’s find out.



In a sit and draw competition 

when you are ask to draw a 

village scene what do you 

draw? A farmer ploughing the 

field with bullocks, couple of 

huts, a river normally with a huts, a river normally with a 

mother duck with her kids. 



Now how do you draw a city? 

Well ,this time you probably 

draw roads, big buildings, 

traffic, street lights, markets 

etc. Have you ever wondered 

why there is that much of 

difference in between a city difference in between a city 

and a village?



Any clue which one came first a 

village or a city? 

Let’s begin from the beginning.

The very first cities were founded 

after the Neolithic era around 7,500 

B.C. in Mesopotamia. Some of the 

first cities included Eridu, Uruk, and 

Ur. Around this time, other cities 

sprang up in the Indus Valley (modern 

Pakistan) and ancient China. Now, 

why did cities form in the first place? 



Discovery of farming led to 

food security.Now people 

don’t need to roam around in 

search of food. 

That’s how  around That 

was the beginning of the 

human settlements. The 

surplus food required surplus food required 

storage in order to facilitate 

trade.



Arisen organically as trading 
centers, ancient cities 
evolved to become well 
defined political units, like 
today’s states. 
The city states like Athens, 
Sparta were formed which 
were city as well as a state 
of nation in themselves. of nation in themselves. 
That’s why we call them city 
states. 



Have you ever wondered why all the 

earlier development are known as cities 

and not villages. For example Susa, 

Argos, Faiyum, Sidon, Plovdiv, Athens, 

Greece, Jericho, Aleppo are name of 

some of the oldest cities and NOT some of the oldest cities and NOT 

oldest villages. Mohenjo-Daro was also 

a CITY!



Cities came into the existence from the 

villages. In ancient Attica, the city was 

established as the result of uniting of a 

number of small village communities.

Story is same with the city of Kolkata 

which is established with three villages 

named Kolkata, Sutanuti and Gobindopur. 

This process of encroachment is

continuing even today.



Likewise city of 

New Delhi 

is established after

encroaching a countless 

number of villages

like Raisina,Talkatora,

Malchapatti ,to name 

a few.a few.



Gradually the city was able 

to project its power over 

villages. How?

Look at the picture of the 

village. It has farms. 

Village produces food. But 

who controls and 

consumes this food? The consumes this food? The 

answer is: city. 



Now look at the picture of the 

city again. City don’t have farms 

and it is fully dependent for 

food on the villages. But it has 

markets, educational institutes, 

banks, hospitals , the courts and 

other administrative offices 



The cities are also provided 

with all the latest amenities 

like better electric supply , 

flyovers, street  lights, 

metro railways, paved 

roads, clean drinking water 

supply, sewage system, gas 

connection, employment 

opportunities, and many 

connection, employment 

opportunities, and many 

more. 



And what about the 

villages? Villages lack 

such facilities. 

Most of them are affected 

with poor healthcare; lack 

of road connectivity, 

running water, electricity 

and joblessness. and joblessness. 



Unequal distribution of 

amenities eventually 

lead to a mass exodus lead to a mass exodus 

from villages towards 

cities. We call it-

Urbanisation.



In 1800, only 3 per 

cent of the world’s 

population lived in 

cities. By 1950, it 

increased to 29 per 

cent. By 2030, it is cent. By 2030, it is 

estimated, every fourth 

person on our planet 

will be a city-dweller



Can the cities Can the cities 

accommodate 

such a 

population 

influx? Nope! 



From clean drinking 

water to affordable 

housing and from 

health infrastructure 

to waste disposal all 

‘civic’ amenities simply ‘civic’ amenities simply 

breakdown under 

population pressure. 

That’s exactly what is 

happening at present.



A city and a village 

have different impact 

on the environment. 

In rural areas, a large 

part of the incoming 

solar radiation 

evaporates water in 

vegetation and soil. vegetation and soil. 

This, in turn, has a 

cooling effect. 



In cities the majority 

of the sun’s energy 

is absorbed by is absorbed by 

concrete structures 

and roads.



Additionally, there is 

heat produced by 

vehicles, factories. 

All these factors 

raise a city’s 

temperature by 1-6 temperature by 1-6 

degrees Celsius in a 

day.



Who belongs to a city? 

Going by the present-

day scenario, it seems 

that a city belongs to its that a city belongs to its 

high rise buildings, 

airports, and shopping 

malls and NOT to its 

trees, water bodies, 

wetlands,



The Bengaluru city 

alone had as many 

as 272 lakes around 

50 years ago but 

presently, there are 

only about 168 lakes only about 168 lakes 

remaining.!



Countless trees are cut 

to give way to metro rails 

in different big cities. 

Some 2,000 trees were 

cut in the Aarey colony 

alone in Mumbai and for 

the Delhi metro, the 

number is above 50,000!



Now, guess what 

are we replacing our 

trees with? SMOG 

towers! 

On 23rd August, 

India’s first smog 

tower was installed 

in Delhi. So much to in Delhi. So much to 

resolve the menace 

of polluted air!



Well it’s 

disturbing but disturbing but 

what’s

the way out?



Throughout the 

history most of the 

issues related to 

human habitat 

originated due to 

unbalanced distribution 

of resources and 

opportunities. opportunities. 

We need to rectify it.



We have to decide the kind of life we 

want to transform our cities. The 

options are very limited—either live in 

a concrete jungle having endless 

traffic jams, dust pollution, vehicular 

pollution, air pollution, no trees, no 

open spaces and no waterbodies—or 

Thank you!

open spaces and no waterbodies—or 

live in harmony with Nature. 

The choice is yours.


