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Predicting monsoon correctly key to
nation’s economy, says Sunita Narain
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Thiruvananthapuram: Di-
rector' general of the Centre
for Science and Environ-
ment Sunita Narain has said
thattheeconomy wouldhave
& drastic impact if we could
not predict our monsoons.
“We are now facing more dif-
ficulty in predicting the
mensoons. In fact our fi-
nance minister isnot Pranab

Mukhexjee but it is the mon-
soon,” said de-
livering her  inangur:

speech at the 49th state con-
ferenceof theKeralaSasthra
Sahitya Parishath (KSSP)
hereon Friday.

She said that even a city
like Thiruvananthapuramis
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Reinvention of
a flush toilet
that takes
human waste

and makes itinto a
resource ina
hygienic way is

a necessity
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ot free from air pollution
since there has been a steady
increaseinthenumber of ve-
hicles hitting the road. Even
though there is a major con-
cernof environmental pellu-
tion in different segments of

the society, no notable solu-
tions has been found for it till
now.

“While Dethi has the sec-
ond highest per capita in-
come in our country, only
13% commutes to work by

cars and the city is designed
for cars. A city like Delhi
should think of reinventing
mobility itself. The people
ought to think of eco-friend-
ly mode of transport rather
than spending lavishly on
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cars for status symbol,” she
said,

She also tatked about the
shoddy undergroundsewage
system inmoszt cities of Ker-
ala and also in other states.
Thesewage treatment plants
toodonot work properly. “Re-
invention of a flush toilet
that takes human waste and
makes it into a resource in a
‘hygienic way is anecessity in
this context,” shesaid,

She pointed out that the
challenge we face is the path
we take towardssolvingsuch
problems. “We keep finding
costmetic solutions to'grave
problems,” she said. The
KSSPplaysavitalroleincon-
fronting these challenges,
sheadded.



