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by Anil S

Kochi: Tribesmen in the 
state are being forced to flee 
their forest abode as author-
ities are going ahead with 
various developmental ac-
tivities in power, irrigation 
and tourism. 

If illegal resorts in forest 
lands are a major issue at 
some places, proposals for 
setting up dams are costing 
tribesmen dear at some oth-
er places.

Around four Kurumba 
tribe settlements consisting  
of more than 500 families 
are under tremendous pres-
sure to move from their birth 
place as the authorities are 
getting ready for a dam in the 
Bhavani river at Mele Thudu-
ki near Attappady in Palak-
kad. Following this, the 
tribal families in the four 
settlements - Mele Thudukki, 
Galasi, Thazhe Bhoothar and 
Idavani - approached the 
Chief Minister with a mass 
petition. 

“These are people from the 
primitive Kurumba tribe. 
They are under the threat of 
migration. However, after 
approaching the Chief Min-
ister, the project is temporar-
ily on hold. We are not sure 
whether they have actually 
decided to drop the project,” 
tribal rights activist Rajendra 
Prasad, who runs the NGO 
Thamb for the welfare of 
tribesmen, said

In another incident, 

around 300 families of Mu-
duga tribe in three settle-
ments got scattered to differ-
ent parts of Palakkad district 
after the Valley Irrigation 
project in Siruvani river at 
Attappady. 

“The project took off with 
a promise that it would pro-
vide clean drinking water 
and help our agriculture. But 
we are not getting the bene-
fits of the project,” Udayaku-
mar of Muduga tribe, a vic-
tim of the project, said.

The project, which began 
around three decades ago, 
had displaced tribesmen in 
three settlements - Chittoor, 
Kattekkad and Kuravamba-
di. 

However, the authorities 
gave alternate accommoda-
tion only to tribesmen in 
Chittoor. People in the other 

two settlements are still fac-
ing the issue of rehabilita-
tion. Though they have de-
manded for land under the 
Forest Rights Act, it has not 
yet been considered.

“Now there are many il-
legal constructions at the 
land which once belonged to 
us. Many settlers have come 
and constructed buildings 
there. We will wait for some 
more time. After that we are 
planning to take over our 
land forcibly,” Udayakumar 
said.Adding to these issues 
are the non-environment 
friendly houses being built 
for tribesmen by various gov-
ernment bodies. There are 
allegations that the houses 
built under the Total Hamlet 
Development Programme 
(THDP) by the Attappady 
Hill Area Development Soci-

ety are not being used by the 
tribesmen as it does not suit 
their lifestyle.

In Agaly, a private resort 
built on 3.51 acres of land has 
been involved in a severe le-
gal battle for a while. The 
resort at Veeranoor ooru, 
near Chindakki, is built ad-
jacent to a tribal settlement 
with around 49 houses. It is 
alleged that a part of the 
tribal land has also been 
taken for the resort. 

Following complaints, the 
District Collector has or-
dered an enquiry and action 
was taken under an RDO. 
Interestingly, the issue still 
prevails.

(The study was done as 
part of a fellowship from the 
Centre for Science and En-
vironment, New Delhi)

State Development Projects 
Force Tribesmen to Flee 

Ancestral Lands
Kochi:When intelligence 
agencies are scouting for in-
puts on suspected subversive 
activities in tribal strong-
holds in the state, insiders in 
such communities have re-
vealed that a two-day tribal 
conclave, which was to be 
held on April 2 at Agali in 
Palakkad, was called off after 
there were alleged attempts 
by certain ‘hardcore’ activists 
to hijack the conduct of the 
event and give a new dimen-
sion to it.

The two-day conclave was 
planned before the just-con-
cluded Assembly polls by a 
group of 15 tribal organisa-
tions to discuss the future of 
tribal politics in the state, 
various issues faced by 

tribesmen and the imple-
mentation of the Forests 
Right Act.

“The conclave was planned 
to bring together the tribes-
men in the state to discuss 
various issues faced by them. 
But the conclave was called 
off as there were attempts by 
certain groups to create a 
schism within the tribal com-
munity and hijack it,” sourc-
es said.

Officials in the intelligence 
agencies too confirmed that 
the conclave failed to take off 
for obvious reasons. 

“We maintained a close 
watch to track the conduct of 
the conclave, but it did not 
begin on April 2 as an-
nounced,” officials said.The 

intelligence agencies had de-
cided to put the conclave 
under the scanner as there 
were reports of various mass 
mobilisation mechanisms 
(MCM) initiated by suspect-
ed Maoists in tribal domains 
in the state.

The agencies were wary of 
the MCM used by the Mao-
ists to mobilise the tribes-
men in Kerala, who could 
easily be attracted to such 
programmes.

H o w e v e r ,  A d i v a s i 
Bhooparishkarana Samithi 
convenor M Geethanandan 
said there were no issues 
with regard to conduct of the 
conclave. 

“There is no infighting and 
no attempts from any quar-

ters to derail the conduct of 
the conclave. We postponed 
it because of the Assembly 
polls. We have decided to 
organise it on May 21 and 22 
at Agali in Palakkad. We 
have started preparations for 
the conduct of the conclave,” 
he added.

The organisations expect-
ed to participate in the con-
clave were Malavettuva 
Samudaya Sangham (Kasar-
god), Adivasi Gothra Maha 
Sabha (Wayanad), Guruv 
(Attappadi, Palakkad), Pat-
tikavarga Mahasabha (Kot-
tayam), Malayaraya Samrak-
shana Samithi (Idukki) and 
Kanikkar Girivarga Mahas-
a b h a  ( T h i r u v a n a n -
thapuram).                      ENS

Maoist Activity Suspected 
Behind Postponement 

of Tribal Conclave

by M K Sunil Kumar

Kochi: The fee regulation 
committee headed by Justice 
P A Mohammed will hold its 
sitting on May 3 for fixing the 
fees for engineering courses 
for self-financing colleges 
(SFCs) in the state for 2010-
11. But it is learnt that the 
committee is yet to complete 
all the procedures related to 
the scrutiny of the details 
furnished by the college 
managements.

The details of the expendi-
ture borne by the self-financ-
ing colleges submitted by the 
managements are yet to be 
examined by the chartered 

accountant, it is learnt. Based 
on the details furnished by 
the college managements, 
the chartered accountant will 
work out the real cost after 
omitting non-admissible and 
including the admissible fac-
tors. 

Last year, the committee 
had provisionally fixed the 
fees for the courses as it 
failed to fix fixing the fees for 
the next three years. There 
are chances for regularising 
the provisional fees after ef-
fecting some hike on it. 

The committee, in its sit-
ting held recently, had fixed 
the fees for the medical col-
leges in the self-financing 

sector for 2010-13. Though 
the committee had effected 
a six percent hike in the fee 
over the last three years, the 
college authorities, especial-
ly the colleges run by Chris-
tian managements, had 
raised objections. 

They demanded further 
hike arguing that the cost has 
gone up manifold over the 
years. 

There were reports that 
self-financing colleges in the 
state have been collecting 
exorbitant fees when com-
pared to that in the neigh-
bouring states. So far, they 
have collected a huge amount 
from the students here.ENS              

SFC Panel Sitting on May 3 to 
Fix Fees for Engg Courses

T’Puram:  O K Indu, re-
search scholar at NIT, Ko-
zhikode, who died mysteri-
ously during a train journey 
after drowning in the Peri-
yar, was cremated at her 
ancestral house at Gan-
dhipuram near Sreekaryam 
here on Friday.

She was the daughter of 
Krishnan Nair and Omana 
Kunjamma, both of them 
retired public servants.

The body was brought to 
her home at Kumarapuram 
in the city around 4.30 p.m. 
on Friday from the Alappu-
zha Medical College Hospital 
where an autopsy was con-
ducted. It was kept at her 
house for about 30 minutes 

for friends and relatives to 
pay respects, following which 
it was taken to her ancestral 
home at Gandhipuram and 
cremated around 5.30 p.m.

According to her relatives, 
the body was cremated im-
mediately since it was al-
ready in a putrefied state.

The doctors who conduct-
ed the autopsy had advised 
them that it was better to 
cremate the body without 
keeping it exposed for more 
time.

Political leaders, including 
Opposition Leader Oommen 
Chandy, V S Shivakumar, 
Varkala Kahar, M A Wahid, 
Mohanachandran, Thampa-
noor Ravi, C Ajayakumar 

and Minister P K Sreemathi 
visited her family and ex-
pressed their condolence.

Indu, had gone missing 
from the AC coach of the 
Mangalore Express train 
during her journey to Ko-
zhikode from Thiruvanan-
thapuram on Sunday.

The police had launched a 
massive search along the 
railway track across the state 
for her, after Subhash, her 
colleague who was also trav-
elling along with her, report-
ed the matter to the police.

On Thursday evening, the 
police recovered her body 
from the Periyar at

Kozhikkadavu. The body 
was identified by her uncles 

Gopinathan Nair and Rad-
hakrishnan Nair.

Meanwhile, the Kozhikode 
police once again interro-
gated Subhash, hoping to 
unravel the mystery behind 
her death.

The police, who suspect 
Indu to have committed sui-
cide, are probing into wheth-
er Subhash had any role to 
play in the death.

They also searched her 
room on the NIT campus 
and recovered her personal 
diary and laptop which were 
sent to the Forensic Science 
LaboratSimultaneously, the 
Cyber Cell of the state police 
is also working to recover the 
deleted data from the two 
mobile phones owned by 
Indu. Earlier, the body of 
Indu was handed over to her 
family after postmortem  ex-
amination at the Alappuzha 
MCH.The body was brought 
to the Alappuzha MCH from 
Aluva around 11 a.m. The 
postmortem examination 
was conducted by a team of 
doctors led by police surgeon 
Dr Sreekumari.

According to the prelimi-
nary report, Indu’s death 
was a case of drowning.

The body was identified by 
her uncles around 8 p.m. on 
Thursday, when it was recov-
ered from the Periyar at Ko-
z h i k k a k a d a v u  w i t h i n 
Chengamanad police station 
limits near Aluva and was 
kept at Chungamkadavu un-
der police guard on Thurs-
day night.                        ENS

NIT Research Scholar Cremated
Kochi: The High Court on 
Friday stayed for one month 
the government order trans-
ferring two doctors in con-
nection with the mass Cae-
sarians at Cherthala Thaluk 

Hospital.The court passed 
the order on petitions filed 
by the two doctors,   hospital 
superintendent Rajen-
draprasad and Vimalamma 
Joseph. In the petition they 

submitted that, they did not 
perform the surgeries as part 
of  mass Caesarians and that 
the four Caesarians were 
performed by them were in-
evitable.                            ENS

Omana Kunjamma, mother of Indu, breaking down  before her body at her house at 
Kumarapuram in Thiruvananthapuram on Friday I Express

Mass Caesarians: Stay on GO 
Transferring Two Docs

Around four Kurumba tribe settlements consisting of
 more than 500 families are under tremendous pressure to move 

from their birth place

IN brief

Pathanamthitta: Jijo, 
25, an autorickshaw driver 
hailing from Parumala 
Kottakulanji Colony, near 
Thiruvalla, was arrested 
on charges of murder and 
molestation attempts on a 
woman who had to jump 
from the speeding vehicle 
on Thursday night.
The woman was a staff 
nurse at a private medi-
cal college hospital in 
Thiruvalla, who hired an 
autorickshaw to go home 
after her duty at 11.30 p.m.. 
She jumped from the ve-
hicle when the driver sped 
away the vehicle ignoring 
her request to stop near 
her residence.Fortunately, 
the mother of the woman, 
who was speaking to her 
over mobile phone, heard 
her daughter’s frantic 
plea to the driver and her 
subsequent jump from the 
vehicle. With the help of 
neighbours, the victim was 
brought to the Medical Col-
lege Hospital. The doctors 
attending to her said that 
her condition was
serious, but stable. ENS

Woman Jumps 
From Auto after 
molestation bid

T’Puram: The Central Ad-
ministrative Tribunal (CAT), 
Kochi Bench, has quashed an 
order under which four staff 
members of the Accountant 
General’s (AG) Office, Thris-
sur Branch, were denied 
their increments and demot-
ed. The CAT observed that a 
‘’great injustice’’ was done to 
the four staff members and 

the inquiry against them by 
the AG’s Office had deterio-
rated into a farce.

 The incident pertaining to 
the case occurred on April 
30, 2007, during the term of 
V Raveendran as AG (Ac-
counts and Entitlements). 
During his visit to the Thris-
sur office, a few staff mem-
bers had met him inside his 

office and tried to hand him 
a representation. He de-
clined to receive it and this 
resulted in an argument. The 
staff had left the memoran-
dum on the table and left the 
room.  Later, an inquiry was 
held and K C Velayudhan, 
senior accountant, was de-
moted. Three senior accoun-
tants - V Hari, C A Majeed 

and Babu C R  were denied 
their increments.

 The accused staff had 
moved the CAT. Quashing 
the action against them, the 
CAT observed that ‘’more 
than a  mountain seems to 
be built from a molehill.’’ 
Besides, it also observed that 
the inquiry against the offi-
cers was manipulated.ENS

Action Against Employees:
CAT Quashes Former AG’s Order
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