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Forests?
Because the last trip to
Corbett National park was a
fascinating experience? Yes,
it was a real adventure to
be out there in the woods.
And because the textbooks
tell us that forests are
important for maintaining
the 'ecological balance' in
Planet Earth…
But what does that really
mean? Do forests really
play any role at all in the
daily life of a person who
lives in Delhi or Bombay,
Bangalore or any other city?
Oh yes, forests are a crucial
survival reosurce. For water,
for air, for food. Dwindling
woodlands can not only sap
the economy of a nation
but also the health of its
people.
So lets explore the greens
and find out more…

Gobar Gyan: Human beings began to bond with
forests four billion years ago, when the first twolegged homo sapiens settled themselves around the
woodlands of East Africa. Since then forests have
played multiple roles to take care of our basic needs.
Of food and water. They act as water tanks', 'disaster
managers', 'soil conservators' and what not. Yes! All
in one.
When rainwater falls on forests, the soil-- held
together by the roots of the trees--soaks it in like a
giant sponge. A large portion seeps down and
recharges ground water, while the remaining feed the
local rivulets and springs. The tightly interlocked roots
also prevent the fertile top soil from being washed away. They absorb running water
and slow down floods. Yes, disaster management 'nature style'.
There’s more. Forests are our most effective weapon to combat Climate Change.
The trees and plants of the forest absorb huge amounts of carbon dioxide and thus
sequestrate carbon dioxide - acting as carbon sinks.
Activity: Lets find out more about the carbon sinks in the country. One acre of a
fairly dense forest can sequestrate one metric tonne of carbon dioxide in a year. Find
out the total forest cover of India in acres and find out how much carbon dioxide is
being sequestrated by Indian forests in a year..
Total forest cover of India in acres: ______________________________________
Total carbon dioxide sequestrated: ______________________________________

Hi! I am Pandit Gobar Ganesh.
You will find me in Gobar Times—-a magazine
that tells you how your everyday life is linked to the
world around you. Hooked, huh? If you want to
know more about me and GobarTimes visit us at:

www.gobartimes.org

Activity: A forest has the following important kinds of living beings staying in it
(complete the list):
1. Birds
2. Reptiles
3. __________
4. __________
5. __________
6. __________
7. __________
Gobar Gyan: Did the list mentioned above include human beings? No? Most of us forget to include ourselves. We
just think about the animals and plants, which are in it and forget that the forests are also homes to a sizable
number of human populations. In India, it is estimated that over 40 million people,tribals and other communities,
reside in forests and depend on it for their livelihood.
They have been portrayed as villains by some die-hard conservationists, as they see them as a threat to the
existence of the forest. They believe that these people who live in villages around and inside the forests exploit its
resources. They collect forest products like fruits, herbs and flowers. They also graze their cattle in the forest land.
So the solution is to throw these people out of the forests and 'fence' the forest to protect it.
But can they leave the place where they work? What will happen to your parents, if one day somebody closes
their office and says go and work outside the city or town. Isnt it similar? The forest is literally the 'office' or place
of work for the forest people. Well, frankly speaking, its their home.
Is it practical to uproot people, who have for generations been dependent on the forest. Where do we settle
them? Can't we mentor them to use the forest judiciously? Can't we take their help in protecting the forest from
being cut or from poachers? These questions need to be answered before we think of uprooting people from the
forests.
Perhaps its best to work with the people in the forests to protect the woodlands, because they have done so for
many many generations.
Activity: Next time you visit to a national park or a sanctuary on an eco tour, make it a point that you tell the
organizers to not only take you on a safari but also make you visit a village out there. Talk to the villagers and seek
answers to the following questions:
How does the forest help the villagers? Do they depend on the forest for any daily needs?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Do they get any products from the forest which are of economic value and can be sold in the market?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Does the forest department help them in protecting the forest? How can they help in protecting the forest?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Are they ready to resettle somewhere outside for the protection of the forest? Or would they stay there and support
the forest department?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Is any hunting done in the forest? If you are not able to visit a village in the
forest/national park- make sure you visit a village on the boundary of the
national park and ask the same questions
Gobar Gyan: A lot of products that we use have their origin in the forestOne important one is the broom. Although now we find brooms made of
plastic in the market but still the grass brooms are the most widespread.
Many of the brooms used in India are products of what was collected by
tribals from forests of Orissa, Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh. Even Harry
Potter's broom is made of forest products. Read this:
" The Nash family in Hampshire, London got a pleasant surprise some time
back when they were chosen as the official broomstick suppliers for the
latest Harry Potter film. The family, which makes the brooms out of the birch
wood, which they collect from a nearby forest, revealed that the art had been
passed on to them by their ancestors and that they are now expecting world
wide fame".-Read full story at http://sify.com/peopleandplaces/fullstory.php?id=13587054
Activity: Lets find out a few products, derived from the forest, used in our daily lives:
Product

Raw material from Forest

1. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

It may be possible that a lot of the products have a minute but nevertheless important proportion of forest products
Activity: Ok! Now we know a bit more about forests. But one doesn't really understand the importance of
something until it's all gone. But we cant afford to realize it till all the forests are gone. In the lines given below,
write about 'a world without forests'. How would it be, what would happen? Best entries would be published in
Gobar Times

If you found the activity sheet interesting, E-mail us at eeu@cseindia.org or write to:
Activity Sheet, Centre for Science and Environment, 41 Tughlakabad Institutional Area,
New Delhi-110062 or Call 29955124 Extension 219

