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Evien The Best Performers Got A Maximum Of 40 On A Scale Of 0 To 100, Finds CSE Study

Iron, steel cos struggle to meet green norms

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The iron and steel
industry might be recording an
8% annual growth but it’s
strugglingtomeet environmen-
tal norms in the process, the
,Qentre for Science and Envi-
ronment conctuded; while rat-
g the industry for its perform-
ance. The results of the study
were released by environment
and forests minister Jayanthi
Natarajan and Planning Com-
mission member Arun Maira
in New Delhi on Monday.

After a two-year study; the
Dethi-based green NGO said
that Ispat Industries, Raigad,
Maharashtra performed the
best among the 21 plants of
.above 0.5 million tonne per an-

num capacity, followed by
-

Steel, Hazira, Gujaratand Rash-
triya Ispat Nigam Lid (Vizag
Steel), Visakhapatnam.

Even the best performers,
CSE noted, gotamaximum of40
onascaleof 0-100, with the steel
industry performing on an av-
erage far below the global best
and one of the worst perform-
ers when compared to other
large industries that CSE has
rated previously, such as the ce-
ment, paper and pulp industry.
A majority of the companies,
thestudy found, did notmeeten-
vironmental compliances even
if the units had often secured
certification for highlevelof en-
vironmental and safety man-
agement systems. '

“Forus, thisratinghascome
as a bit of shock. We ourselves
are shocked with the scale of
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Untreat waste flowing out of the Tata Steel plantat Jamshedpu

non-compliance. This sector
has the ability to fix it as it has
money, most of the companies
are profitable,” said Sunita Na-
rain, director general of CSE.

The Bhushan Steel Ltd,
Dhenkanal, Monnet Ispat and
Energy Ltd, Raigarh, Chhattis-
garhand SAIL, IISCO, Burnpur,
‘West Bengalm, plants perform-

ed the worst in the rating that
used 150-parameters to assess
the green credentials of the
companies. Narain pointed out
thelack of voluntary disclosure
and participation in the process
by all but one of the SAIL units

.and said it was mostly the bad

performers that had hidden in-
formation during the public au-
dit process.

She said the industry was
making large profits and ex-
panding rapidly. Only, the play-
ers that faced higher input and
raw material costs and were in-
vesting in efficiency, did envi-
ronmental improvement as a
co-benefit. Narain said the in-
dustry did not have a level-play-
ing field and the companies
with the advantage of captive
ores and low casts were per-

forming worse than those with
little cost headroom. The gov-
ernment would look to imple-
ment theroadmap CSE had rec-
ommended for upping the
environmental standards and
norms for the industry; Natara-
jansaid.

Chandra Bhushan, deputy
director general of CSE, noted
that iron and steel plants were
found to be using 1,200 hectares
of land per million tonne of in-
stalled capacity on an average,
while they could operate on 200
hectares per mtpa of steel. The
extralandinhandsof theindus-
try, if utilized, could ensurethat
no more controversial acquisi-
tion would be required for the
next 20 years even as the sector
expands at existing rate, he/
added.



