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The opening of  the Thaneer-
mukkam barrage as announced 
by Finance Minister Thomas 
Isaac in his budget speech, will 
make a new variety of  salt-toler-
ant rice Vyttila-6, and the cultiva-
tion practice of  ‘one-paddy-one-
fish,’ popular in the Kuttanad 
area of  the Vembanad wetland. 
But the ancestors of  Vyttila-6 as 
well as the one-paddy-one-fish 
concept - the Pokkali rice cultiva-
tion - is rapidly falling prey to the 
developmental pressures on the 
Vembanad wetland.
  The perfectly balanced agricul-
tural practice of  one-paddy-one-
fish, already adopted by the Kut-
tanad Vikasana Samithi and a 
proven viable system by the Re-
gional Agricultural Research Sta-
tion (RARS) Kumarakom, was 
once prevalent throughout the 
Vembanad wetland, especially 
those areas, that had salt water 
intrusion.
  Unfortunately, there is very lit-
tle Pokkali cultivation happening 
in the state now, just 967 hectares 
in 2009. For instance, the Mool-
ampilly area near Kochi, which 

had acres of  Pokkali cultivation, 
has just a handful of  Pokkali 
farmers now. The rest had to be 
evicted for the construction of  a 
four-lane highway connecting the 
upcoming Vallarpadom Contain-
er Terminal to Kalamassery 
through five islands on this wet-
land of  international importance, 
a Ramsar site.

Sreedharan, from a family of  
Pokkali farmers, lost his 85 cents 
of  land to development, yet has 
taken farms on lease to grow pok-
kali and shrimp on rotation. 

“After you grow shrimp, the 
land becomes organically rich for 
a good crop of  paddy. And the 
leftover after the harvest is just 
the right breeding place for 
shrimps,” he explained. 
  The farmers spend the night at 
the tiny sheds on the bunds near 
the paddyfields, watching out for 
tidal changes. Tidal changes, they 
can manage. But they are unable 
to come to terms with the devel-
opment forces just a stone’s throw 
away on the upcoming road. 

“The piling waste and the 

sludge often find a dumping 
place on our farms and lake. The 
workers on the ICTT road are all 
from Bihar and North India, 
they see only the water. They 
don’t understand what we try to 
convey and ultimately the sludge 
harms the prawns and our rice 

crop,” said Sreedharan.
It is also a problem of  numbers. 

“Earlier, we used to cultivate 
rice on a continuous stretch of  32 
acres here. Looking after the 
crops was a collective effort. Now, 
with the dwindling of  the culti-
vated area, we are a minority. 
Also earlier on, birds like ‘attak-
kili’ and pests attacked all fields, 
but now they concentrate on just 
the few cultivated fields and 
therefore the crop loss suffered 
by one field is huge,” said Suku-
maran, who gave up growing pok-
kali this year.

If  it is the ICTT road cutting 
across the wetland on one side, it 
is reclamation on the other that 
gives nightmares to these farm-
ers. Most of  the farms had to be 
abandoned as the opening to the 
lake got cut off, thanks to recla-
mation of  land in between. Recla-
mation is also the bane of  that 
serene island Valanthakad, the 
area identified for the hi-tech 
city. 

The Pokkali cultivation has 
dwindled to very few acres here 
and the innocent farmers don’t 
realize they are walking right 
into a peanuts-for-uncultivated-
land-trap.

Sreedharan and Sukumaran 
could be the last few proponents 
of  this eco-friendly cultivation 
model and by the time vehicles 
start zooming past across the 
highway, these pokkali farms 
could become history. “I have 
grains that will last me for an-
other two years at home. But af-
ter that, may be I will have to 

start eating rice, without the red 
line -that’s how my grandchild 
describes pokkali,” said Sreedha-
ran, looking pensively into the 
distant horizon.

(The study was conducted with 
a fellowship from the Centre for 
Science and Environment, 
New Delhi)

A harvest of discontent
Rapid reclamation is eating into Pokkali, a long-standing rice farming tradition on the Vembanad wetlands
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Sreedharan at his paddy-cum-shrimp farm at Moolampilly

The new variety Vyttila-6, after harvest

New rice variety
Vyttila-6, developed by Dr Shaila 
Raj and team at the Vyttila Rice 
Research Station, is a triple cross 
between IR-5, Jaya and the 
Pokkali variety ‘cheruvirippu.’ It is 
not a very tall variety as the 
Pokkali and will not lodge. The re-
alizable yield is between 4.5 to 6.3 
tonnes a hectare and the average 
yield is 4 to 4.5 tonnes a hectare, 
without any chemical fertilizer  
input.
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The state will get an addi-
tional 172 PG medical seats 
in which the Medical Coun-
cil of  India (MCI) has given 
the nod for admitting stu-
dents from the 2010-11 aca-
demic year.

 This will be a bonanza for 
the MBBS students of  the 
state who will now get more 
opportunity to do postgradu-
ate courses, paying govern-
ment fees. The additional 
seats had been okayed fol-
lowing the Central Govern-
ment’s decision to sanction 
3,791 more postgraduate 
seats in the medical colleges 
across the country.

 This will push up the 
number of  PG seats from 
the current 13,503 to 17,294 

in the new academic session 
across 22 states and Union 
Territories. Of  these, 3,085 
seats have been added to 
government colleges and 706 
to private ones.

 However, the biggest ben-
eficiary of  the Centre’s deci-
sion is Andhra Pradesh. The 
state has bagged the most 
number of  seats with 611, 
followed by Maharashtra 
with 476. Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, New Delhi, Punjab 
and Gujarat also bagged 
more than 200 seats each.

 In Kerala, the biggest 
beneficiary is Thiruvanan-
thapuram Medical College 
which got 84 more PG seats. 
Kozhikode Medical College 
got 27 more seats, Alappuzha 
eight, Kottayam 27 and 
Thrissur 25 more seats.  The 
Academy of  Medical Sci-
ences, Pariyaram, Kannur, 
had also been sanctioned a 
lone PG seat in MD General 
Medicine.

 Meanwhile, the MCI has 
refused to increase the num-

ber of  seats to the courses in 
MCh Plastic Surgery, MCh 
Surgical Gastroenterology 
and MCh Thoracic Surgery 
in Thiruvananthapuram 
Medical College owing to 
shortage of  faculties.

 In Kozhikode Medical 
College also there has been 
no increase in seats for the 
MCh courses in Neurosur-
gery, Plastic Surgery and 
Thoracic Surgery, MD cours-
es in General Medicine, Pae-
diatrics, Physical Medicine 
and Psychiatry and DM 
courses in Neurology and 
Nephrology due to shortage 
of  faculties.

 For the MS course in Sur-
gery also the MCI has re-
fused any increase in the 
seats as there are no suffi-
c ient  beds  as  per  the 
norms.

State to get 172 more 
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An attempt to export approximate-
ly 11 metric tonnes of  red sanders 
was foiled when the sleuths of  the 
Directorate of  Revenue Intelligence 
(DRI) on Tuesday seized the con-
signment just before its shipment 
at the Kochi port here.

DRI officials said the container, 
which was seized based on an intel-
ligence input, was lying at the berth 
to be loaded on to a cargo ship.

 “The container arrived at the 
port from Madurai in a lorry two 
days ago. As per the records avail-
able, the container was booked by a 
private shipping agent to Dubai,” 

DRI officials said. Officials said 
that the seized container was later 
taken to a freight station at Kala-

massery for destuffing. It has been 
estimated that the seized red sander 
logs are valued around Rs one crore 
in the international market.

 They added that a thorough in-
vestigation was on to trace the ship-
ping agent. “We have been trying to 
trace the driver of  the lorry which 
brought the consignment to Kochi. 
As per the booking details, the con-
tainer was supposed to carry tiles 
and marbles,” the officials said and 
added that the consignment was 
taken into custody. 

  The DRI team, which carried 
out the seizure, was led by Deputy 
Director P Ananthakrishnan and 
consisted of  Superintendents Say-
eed Muhammed and N S Dev.  

Red sanders 
worth Rs 1 cr

seized at 
Kochi port

DRI officials said 
the container, 
which was seized 
based on an 
intelligence input, 
was lying at the 
berth to be loaded 
on to a cargo ship
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The preamble of  the third Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Assembly of  the Syro-
Malabar Church was released by Major 
A r c h b i s h o p  Va r k e y  C a r d i n a l 
Vithayathil in Kochi on Tuesday. Arch-
bishop of  Thalassery Mar George Vali-
yamattom received the copy of  the 
guidelines from the cardinal.

 The assembly, under the title ‘Faith 
in Service of  Life,’ will be held from 

August 20 to 22 at Mount St Thomas, 
Kakkanad, Kochi. 

The preamble in 42 paragraphs dis-
cusses various issues being faced by the 
society. The previous assemblies were 
held in 1998 and 2004.

 Organised every five years, the Ma-
jor Archiepiscopal Assembly is the ca-
nonical conference of  the the Syro-
Malabar Church in which 450 persons 
representing the 36-lakh members of  
the Church spread across the world will 
take part. 

Preamble of Major Archiepiscopal 
Assembly released
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LDF nominees for the Rajya 
Sabha, K N Balagopal and T 
N Seema, filed nomination 
papers for the elections to 
the Rajya Sabha here on 
Tuesday, the last day for fil-
ing nominations. Defence 
Minister A K Antony filed 
his nomination on March 15 
for the Rajya Sabha seat 
that had become vacant.

Both the CPM leaders ar-
rived at the Assembly com-
plex accompanied by almost 
the entire LDF Cabinet led 
by Chief  Minister V S 
Achuthanandan and LDF 
legislators, including RSP 
leaders Water Resources 
Minister N K Premachan-
dran, A A Aziz and Kovoor 
Kunjumon. The CPM picked 
its nominees after rejecting 
the claims made by the RSP. 
Balagopal and Seema filed 
two nominations each and 
submitted  the  de posit 
amount of  Rs 10,000 with 
Legislature Secretary P D 
Rajan ■ ENS

Balagopal, 
Seema file 
nomination 
papers


