




Is there a place for nature-based

solutions in "hard-path-

dominant" northern Mexico?



The problems of Mexico

Poverty (aprox. 40% of 

population)

Arid lands & water scarcity (aprox half of the territory)

Migration





Two approaches to watershed 

restoration

Focus on a case study of 
Community- driven 
Watershed restoration in 
Mexico







Perverse circle:

Deterioration of natural resources = poverty



Virtuous circle:

Deterioration of natural resources = poverty



Rescuing Indigenous technologies and knowledge to decrease the speed of rain water 

runoff, keep it and protect the fragile soil



Strategy: Integration of local culture and the sustainability of the tributary watershed 

scope



Aquifer and spring revival



Approach to regional & community 
development to overcome poverty







Final remarks

Nature-base solution is the base and necessary condition for the 

watershed restoration and poverty elimination

State-driven approaches are expensive and not very successful in 

Mexico

Community approch has been relatively successful, due to leadership 

and external support. 
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