DIBRUGARH, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20

EDITORIAL

Today's quote
66 Make art, make change and
change the world.

— Alysia Reiner

The €Eastern Today
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Questions from a washout

That the winter session would be washed out had
been clear for a while. With the Opposition parties
mustening all their disruptive tactics o stall the func-
tioning of both Houses, nsisting on maximahst de-
mands on just how the debate on demonctisauon
should be structured, hopes for any substantive work
had diminished. In the event, the session also left a
hystenical afterglow, with Pnime Mumister Narendra
Mods teliing a gathening 1in Gujarat that he had 1o
speak his mind in a "jan sabha® (peoplc’s mect) as
the Opposition wouldn't let him do so in Parhament;
and Rahul Gandhi, vice-presidem of the Congress
party, complaring that he was not allowed 10 make
carth-shattering disclosures on the floor of the House,
but then keeping them close to his chest outside.
With theatrics such as these, both the Government
and the Opposition have left a guestion hanging in
the pohically charged awr: what was the pomt”? What
did enther sade gain by bringing Indian parliamentary
democracy's most deliberative process to a gnnding
halt? Just two bills were passed, onc of them a money
bill that did not need the Rajyva Sabha's nod. Accord-
ing to the think ank PRS Legislative Rescarch, less
than 1 per cent of the 330 questions histed for Ques-
tion Hour in the Rajva Sal were answered orally,
The Lok Sabha looked better only in comparison,
with 11 per cent.

Griven what was at stake in the sesswon, the aban-
donment of the spirt of give-and-take that keeps the
legislative schedule humming was batthing. The gov-
crnment has staked much political capital on key fi-
nancial reforms that need cooperation across the
aisles. It lost the chance to pass bilis critical to the
Apeil 1, 2017, deadline for the rollout of the Goods
and Services Tax. It also failed to end the session on
a note of federal cooperation 1o set up the shift to
Budget day to February 1 from next vear. The Op-
position, for sts part, has clearly taken its cue from
the BJP's playbook. By forcing adjournments whale
In oppositon, 1t was successtul in reinforaing the
impression of a policy paralysis in the second UPA
govermment. But the Congress has a point to prove
other than what the BJP did then. To re-cstablish
itself as a viable option for voters, the Congress needs
to share its viston and road map in the Rahul Gandhi
cra. The floor of the House, with a tempered debate
and questioning as a constructve party of opposi-
tion, i1s a key venue for that. Basic self-mnterest de-
mands that government and opposition avert the
possibility of the Budget scssion meeting the same
fate as this one.
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Use of antibiotics among broiler chickens
in Assam and North Eastern states

Assam and other North
Eastern states are one of the
most meat consuming
states of India. Apan from
Livestock, poultry consti-
tutes & major portion of the
meat mntake by the people
of these states. However,
due to growing population
and declining local reeds of
chickens, the majonny of the
poultry for this region s
the form of broiler chickens
and they are supplied from
Andhra Pradesh. Dav-old
chicks are transponed by air
daily 10 Guwahan are
further sent to vanous

laces by road. The broiler

amms, spread across every
corner of this entire region
gm\xs the day-old chicks to
wdl grovan chackens measur-
ng up to 3-4 kas n weight.
Among the other poultry
feeds, the farm keepers use
antibiotics widely amony
the broilers. The most wide
spread of these antibsolics
is Cephalexin Monohy-
drate. It s prescnibed 10
treat a wide vanety of bac-
tenal mfections in chickens.
The medication operates by
disrupting cell wall mainte-
hance to destroy sensitive
bactenia while preventing
reproduction to stop the
spread of mfectuon allowang
the immune system to de-
stroy 11 naturally. Thas ac-
tion makes it useful for treat-
ing conditons such as in-
fecuons affecung the gums,
Jonts, bones, respiratory
ract, soft lissues, skin, un-
nary tract, or the ear (ouns
media). For the broiler
chicken this antibiotic s
used to prevent carly chick
mortality and for the treat-
ment of E. coli, Salmonella,
Fowl Cholera, Coryza, and
Gangrenous Dermatitis,

Assam and the North-
castern states has been
consuming the brosler
chicken for Tast two and half
decade and the side etfects
of this antibiotic used
amoag this poultry are now
visible, ‘z‘\’n entire ncvul sen-
erauon of voung population
15 seen having developed
the signs of the most com-
mon adverse effects of
cephalexin--gastromtestinal
(stomach area) distur-
bances and hy persensitiv-
iy rCactions, nausea, vom-
sting, and duarchea.

Rakib Ahmed, a broder
farmer from Mangalda of
Darrang district of Assam
uses to get one thousand
day old brouler chucks from
Andhra Pradesh twice i a
week. The consignment

the losses in the transit have
made them 10 12nore some
of the vital ingredients of the
poultry feed with the re-

wired nutnients (carboby -

rates, fats, protein, mincr-
als & vitamuns) in nght pro-

comes i paper baskets ortson for better growth of
aw and ?;p‘ . thf"imds,ln
carried by 3 1 addition 10
road for 70 l Farhana Ahmed } the regular

kms from

LGBI Airpont, Guwshan,
Durning wansat, some of the
chicks die due o exposure
to outside heat and con-
stant shaking in the vehicle
in which they are trans-
ported. Ralab enther sade the
chicks in higher prices to
other smaller broder fammers
or keeps them to be grown
up. To meet the losses on
the transs, he takes all the
cares for the chicks to be
grown up and being sold in
market prices. For that
Rakib admnisters all kinds
of poultry feeds including
antibiotics to save his
chicks. In doing 50 he un-
knowingly contributes to-
wards an impendmng health
disaster that has begun o
show its signs among the
consumers.

In the cases of other poul-
try farmers hike Derek Roy
m Shillong in Meghalaya
and Biren Ibotomba Singh
n Imphal, Manipur the story
15 almost same. In case of
Royv the loss in trans s
much higher than that of
Rakib Ahmed as hus con-
signment has to travel more
distance from the same mr-
port. But the most signiti-
cant part of poultry farmung
or precisely the brosler
chicken faming in the en-
tire North-East India is the
use of some cheap and fow
quality poultry feeds. As
feed play's vatal role in poul-
try tarmung and 1s the major
cost of poultry production
which senously affects the
Eroduquoh output of the

irds. So the feed and feed-
mg management is the ma-
Jor important consideration
for efficient commercial

pultry farming. Impeoper

ceding causes several de-
ficiency discase which re-
sults in poor production
performance. But for all
these poultry farmers the
cancem For low cost in pro-
duction along with mecting

nutrients,
some additiv es are required
to facilitate digestion and
wrowth and s usually added
w reputed commercml feed.
But lesser impontance 1o thes
aspect often leads 1o dis-
cases among the chickens
for which antibiotics are
administered heavily.
Another important prac-
uce used by broder chseken
farmees in Assam and other
North-Eastern states is
E.M. It 1s a brown colour
concentrated hiquid pro-
duced from the culuvation
of 80 strains of beneficial
microorganisms collected
from natural environment. It
reduces cost inpuls more
cffictently and improves
gam in body weight, ftman-
tauns better health condition
of chicks. It helps clean
shed, less flies, ticks and
less disease incidence. BN
in broaler feed on daidy ba-
s15 18 admunistered with wa-
ter and other brodler feeds.
In many cases it was found
that EM solution s being
muxed with antibsotacs. This
causes a problem as cau-
uoned in user manual.

However, most of the vet-
ennary drug dealers and re-
taslers in the North-Eastern
states say in an united
vowce that the admuimistra-
uoen of antibsotics in brosler
chickens originates from
thesr breeding farms in
South India, mostly in
Andhra Pradesh “and
Telengana Dr. Prabin Sasksa,
a praclicing vetennarian in
Lakhimpur district, who has
made some investigation
over this use of anuibtotics
n broder chickens says that
Enrofloxacin and a sumilar
drug levofloxacin are fouwnd
to be admumstered in brotler
chicks in farge farms and
hatcheries 1n Andhra
Pradesh and Telengana
from where all the day old
chucks and cg{:‘ come o
Assam and the North East-

crn states. He said that
these antbrotses are added
10 water and given to chicks
as young as 1 day old to
stave off discase. A solu-
tton combiming
enrofloxacin, ciprotloxacin
and colisun are usually ad-
mimstered for six days
maxed i drinking water foe
the prevention of respira-
tory: nfections of day old
chicks, Dr Saikia says.

Usually the preparation
of meat, mostly pork an all
the tnibal societies of the
North-Eastern states s

d on tradinonal meth-
ods using no spices. Any
local menu consisting met
1s made of herbs other
natusal ingredients. The
menus like chicken curry,
chicken masala, tandoor:
chicken-all are brought from
North India 10 this region
The locals mostly the youth
have a craze for these
chicken ttems and are usu-
ally they are served i ho-
tels and restaurants and
dhabas, Over the vears, the
organic chicken, known as
the local chicken have be-
come sparsely available and
1ts prices also skyrocketed
making the common con-
sumers hard 1o buy them.
This vord has been filled by
the broiler chickens in
North-East over the vears.
They are cheaper than the
organic one and contamin
more flesh. Thus it has oc-
cupied the major position in
the dishes fike chicken
curry, chicken masala or
tandoor: chicken across
North Fast.

Daily consumption of
brotler meat along with Li-
quor has already taken ns
toll among the S sin

of gastroantestinal (stomach
area) disturbances and hy-
Persensitavily reactions,
nausca, vomting, and dar-
rhoea are increasing n
Assam and other
neighbouring states of this
region. However no official
records of such increase of
diseases in these states
have been found. India s
the single largest consumer
of antibiotics i the world
(2010), followed v Chmna
and the US, There have
been reports highhighting an
increasing resistance 1o
carbapenems and polymyx-
s, two classes of drugs
long considered "last-re-
sort® antibiotics for ill-
nesses without any other
known treatment i India,
Doctors monitonng these
trends are view that
lack of a regulatory system
15 responstble for this un-
checked use of anubuotics
in brodder chickens and s
effects on human health.

1t may be recalled that
Randeep Gulenia, g Of
of medicine at the All India
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences, and a member of the
Union health ministry's
2011 task force 10 frame the
Nauonal Policy for Contan-
ment of Antimacrobsal Resis-
tance observed the lack of
regulatory provisions mn in-
dia to prevent use of antibi-
otics as growth promsoters
n poultry and hivestock. He
said that antibiotics are
heavily used 10 poultry and
can castly enter the human
chain and the envitonment,
makm%ml}u QCNS Fesistant
to such antibiotics. The

use antibiotics as growth
boosters. However, the
peoblem started when farm-
ers started using antibiotics
used to fight nucrobral in-
fections i humans 1o sccel-
erate the growth of live-
stock.

With increasing aware-
ness of the dangers of us-
g antibiotics as growth
promoters, the US and sev-
eral FEuropean countries
have designed policies o
phasce out or ban thew use
in the poultny industry. But
the antibiotics used by
large poultry farmers in
Andhra Pradesh and
Telengana are amnong
those which have been
banned in US, EU and Aus-
wahia

Like most of the other
Places o India, anubiotics
meant for poultry and live-
stock are sold openly invet-
ernmary shops across Assam
and the North-East without
any prescripuon. Any re-
port of discase in brotler
chickens in this region s
quickly res d by the
admunistraton of antibiotics
by vets. As a result a time
bomb 1s ucking for disas-
trous public health sector of
this region which s known
for 118 underdeveloped
state m India.

in 1997, a World Health
Orgamization (WHO) repon
had said that nauonal poli-
cies on the use of antimacro-
beals in animals must bal-
ance the possible benefits
to hvestock production
st the medscal risk and

policy ded gath-
enng data by undertaking
studies on the use of anti-

beals as anumal growth

this region. Facial obesity,
weight zain and overall
obesity have been noticed
among the youth born after
1990-the ume from when
broiler  chicken were
brought from South Indiato
the North-East. Now the
use of antibiotics in this
poudtry has causing an en-
tire_generation to become
antbiotic resistant. Reporns
of resistance to antibiotics
are daily coming out from
varous places of this region
oncases hike viral fever and
some minor dsease. Repoets

promoters, spocifying ant-
biotics for use in livestock,
developing regulations on
usage of antimicrobials in
pouliry and other animals,
as well as the requisite la-
belling requirements in
food. But nothing has been
done so far.

In 1950, scwentists in the
US discovered that adding
anubiotics 1o hvestock feed
accelerated anamals’ growth
and vost less than conven-
tonal feed supplements.
This discovery pushed
farmers around the workd w

public health conseguences
of their use. It further rec-

ommended that the use of -

anmy antimacrobial agent for
growth promotion in ani-
mals should be termunated
it it 1s used in human thera-
peutics.

But the mostly non-veg-
ctanan popalation of Assam
and the North-East, who
has a craze for chicken
dishes, an unaware position
1s theeatening thewr future.
If a saract regudatory mecha-
nism 1s not introduced and
enforced the region may
witness a health disaster in
coming vears due to antibi-
olie ressstance. {On the ac-
s of OSE fellowshap)




