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‘After 30 yrs contammatlon
still poses rlsks toBhopaI’

SHASHIKANT TRIVEDI
Bhopal, 1August

nce again time New
YODelhi-based research
organization Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE) has sounded an alarm
about large-scale contamina-
tion in the soil and water of the
area near closed factory of
Union Carbide India Limited
(UCIL).
The CSE has warned that

entire focus ison 350 tonne of P

toxic waste but there are sev-
eral sites that have contami-
nated ground water and it is
yet not known if it has reached
in radius of several kilometers
in Bhopal.

The CSE had organised a
round table of stakeholders
during April 2526 in New
Delhi to chalk out an action
plan on remediation of soil and
groundwater, disposal of toxic
chemical waste and remedia-
tion of plant machinery. But
howmuch state government is
sensitive to the issue was
shocking to learn when CSE
deputy director . general
Chandra. Bhushan revealed

here, “Except for state author-
ities everyone represented in
the round-table.” He said the
contamination is posing
immense threat to lives of res-
idents of various localities
around the area. The expert
group, Bhushan said also con-

cluded that 350 tonne of toxic
waste stored in premises is a
small part of the total waste
that is still lying at various sites.
“It would take almost five years
to decontaminate the soil and
groundwater,” he said.
However, in absence of

proper calculation on funding
that is required for remedia-
tion and decontamination of
ground water, the people have
to pin their hopes on govern-

-ment authorities, he added.

Releasing action plan for
remedial of toxic wastes lying
in and outside the factory
premise Bhushan said, “Each
study conducted during 2009
t0 2013 ends with a conclusion
that contamination is at large
level but it would take approx-
imately five years that too if
governments work in aggres-
sive manner.”

During its process of pro-
ducing Carbamate pesticide
and organochlorine formula-
tions between 1969 and 1984,
UCIL had dumped toxic wastes
at several locations inside the
plant and in a solar evapora-
tion pond (SEP) outside facto-
1y premises,

“This waste has been a con-
tinuous source of soil and
groundwater contamination.
It is posing serious risk to pub-
lic health particularly residents
in the proximity of the factory,”
Bhushan who is also head of
the CSE’s lab said.



