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Report No 79 
 
Status Report on the compliance of orders of the Hon’ble Supreme Court on 
EPCA reports No 72 and 76 on ban on sale and use of furnace oil and pet 
coke in NCR for matter listed for hearing on February 1, 2018 
 
Writ Petition Civil No: 13029/1985 
January 30, 2018 
 
Environment Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority for NCR (EPCA) 

 
 Date and order of 

Hon’ble Supreme 
Court 

Status of action 
taken 

Comments of EPCA, if any 

1. 24.10.2017 Ban on 
use of furnace oil and 
pet coke in the states 
of UP, Haryana and 
Rajasthan 

MoEF&CC/CPCB 
have issued 
directions under 
section 5 banning 
use of pet 
coke/furnace oil 
in states of UP, 
Haryana and 
Rajasthan. In 
Delhi these are 
already banned  
(Annexure 1)  

 

2.  24.10.2017: Setting 
emission standards 
for SO2, NOx and SOX 
for 16 industries, 
which CPCB had 
finalized on 
27.6.2017 and for 
which draft standard 
had been issued on 
23.10.2017. The 
Hon’ble Court had 
noted that the period 
of inviting public 
objections would be 
over about December 
23rd when the 
notification would be 
issued 

Draft standard 
issued on 
23.10.2017 
setting standards 
for SO2 and NOx 
for boiler used in 
21 different 
industries 
(Annexure 2) 

These draft standards have not 
been notified, even after the 
expiry of 60 days.  
 
These standards are crucial for 
the following reasons: 

a. These are applicable 
across the country, where 
there is no ban on the use 
of pet coke or furnace oil 
and so would reduce 
pollution.  

b. These are needed to 
control pollution in 
industries even in states 
where there is a ban as 
the substitute fuel (coal 
or other liquid fuels), will 
also pollute and so, 
without these emission 
standards there is no 
control or monitoring.  

3. 24.10.2017: Standards for As above.  
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Emission standard 
with regard to 5 more 
industries, for which 
standards were sent 
subsequently 

these 5 
industries, 
namely, lime kiln, 
glass, ceramic, 
foundries, re-
heating furnaces 
Included in draft 
standard of 
23.10.2017  

Final standard not yet notified 
and this delay is very 
detrimental to the environment 
as industries are operating 
without any emission control.  
 
EPCA has prepared status report 
on these standards as listed in 
Hon’ble SC order of 2.5.2017 
(Annexure 3) 

4. 24.10.2017: 
Standards for two 
remaining industries, 
i.e. nitric acid 
industry and fertilizer 
industry, which were 
sent to MOEF by 
CPCB on February 14, 
2014. Draft 
notification to be 
issued within one 
month from today.  

Draft standard 
was issued in 
2016 (Annexure 
4) 

Status of final standard not 
known. 
 
Delay is inexplicable as this 
industry is largely based on 
gas/naphtha and the NOx 
standard for it as per the draft is 
400 mg/Nm3, which is lenient. 

5. 24.10.2017: Industry 
was to abide by the 
standards fixed by 
CPCB as per 
assurance given to 
Hon’ble Court 

 Industry must inform Hon’ble 
Court if it is abiding with the 
assurance given 

6. 17.11.2017: 
Pollution caused by 
pet coke and furnace 
oil is not a problem 
confined to NCR. 
Request state 
governments to take 
similar measures  

Status of action 
not known 

It is clear that air pollution is 
increasing in many parts of the 
country. The use of extremely 
polluting fuel like pet coke and 
furnace oil is one major 
contributor to this problem and 
therefore, the ban should be 
extended across the country.  

6. 13.12.2017: Use of 
pet coke in cement 
industry: System of 
regulation for sale 
and use of pet coke 
will be brought into 
force within 4 weeks 

MOEF&CC has 
notified 
regulation on 
January 19, 2018 
(Annexure 5) 

There must be additional 
requirement that the details of 
registration of the cement plants 
and the refinery from where 
they are getting pet coke/or 
through import should be made 
available publicly on CPCB 
website so that there is 
monitoring. Currently, the state 
boards are required to share this 
information every quarter with 
CPCB.  

7. 13.12.2017: Use of MOEF&CC has The concern of EPCA remains 
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pet coke in lime 
industry. Standards 
were to be notified 
within 3 months, on 
or before March 31, 
2018; EPCA was to be 
informed about 
number of industries 
and system to strictly 
regulate; regulations 
were to be made 
before January 31, 
2018 

notified this 
regulation 
notified on 
January 19, 2018 
(Annexure 6)  

unaddressed in the notification. 
The notification includes 323 
small-scale industries. While the 
notification says that the user 
and seller will both require 
registration with the state 
pollution control board, our 
concern remains that this 
industry and its final product is 
not regulated and so ensuring 
compliance will be difficult. In 
this way, these industries could 
be used to circumvent the ban.   
Furthermore, standards for 
emission for this industry are 
still not finalized or notified.  

8.  13.12.2017: Use of 
furnace oil permitted 
in thermal power 
plants for a period of 
one year. 

Done  

9.  13.12.2017: Ban on 
import of pet coke: 
“MOEF to 
expeditiously take a 
final decision after 
consulting the 
stakeholders as well 
as EPCA in this 
regard” 

Status of decision 
on ban on import 
not known 

However, MOEF&CC notification 
of January 19, 2018 (Annexure 
5-6) allows cement and limekiln 
to “directly import pet coke and 
consignment shall be in the 
name of the user industry for 
their own use only.” 
 
It also says, “import of pet coke 
for purposes of trading shall not 
be permitted in NCR states”.  
 
Therefore, it has allowed these 
industries to use imported pet 
coke.  
Given that India produces 
domestic pet coke (roughly 12 
million tonnes per year), there is 
domestic pet coke to use as fuel 
for cement and lime-kiln and 
therefore, there is no need for us 
to import this waste product 
from other countries.  
 
MOEF&CC needs to take a final 
view on the import of pet coke.  
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