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BackgroundBackground 
• The concept of Water Cadre (Jal Mitra) through Jal

Saheli (Women Water Worrier) and PANI

PANCHAYAT (Water Panchayat) was initiated by( y ) y

‘Parmarth Samaj Sevi Sansthan’ under the project

titl d “E t bli hi W ’ Fi t Ri ht t W ttitled “Establishing Women’s First Right to Water

Resources” in 03 districts (Lalitpur, Hameerpur and

Jalaun) of Bundelkhand region in India



Pani Panchayat:
Scarcity of drinking water had been steadily increasing in the
region due to scanty rainfall. The Pani Panchayats have been
formed to facilitate water security of the village and for managingformed to facilitate water security of the village and for managing
and protecting water resources in the village. The paani
panchayats offer a way out for women who have to fetch water
f difrom a distance.

Jal Saheli:Jal Saheli:
By provided them range of training programme for their capacity
building Jal Saheli are silently weaving the water magic to change
the scenario by conserving water ponds, helping build network of
check dams, and undertaking rainwater harvesting to recharge
wells These Jal Sahelis also force the authorities to install waterwells. These Jal Sahelis also force the authorities to install water
pumps where needed.





ObjectiveObjective

 To promote women’s role in water‐livelihood linkages thoughp g g
decentralization and community water management.

 To engage and strengthen the participatory and decision‐
making processes in PRIs through women advocacy groups
and by promoting women women’s leadershipy p g p

 Ensures drinking water and food security and strengthening
their socio‐economic and political status



Outreach of Jal Saheli

District No of No of No. of Category wise

Outreach of Jal Saheli

District No of 
Gram 
Pancha
yats

No of 
Pani 

Panchaya
ts

No. of 
Jal 

Saheli

Category wise 
classification

SC ST OBC Genyats ts

Hamirp
ur

20 26 48 23 0 16 9
ur

Lalitpur 20 40 64 25 4 32 3

Jalaun 20 30 60 45 0 14 1



Jal Saheli and Pani Panchayat PrinciplesJal Saheli and  Pani Panchayat Principles 
It covered equity, demand management, rights of
landless, community participation and sustainability of, y p p y
the resource. Its structure comprised of ‐

Water user group for each water body (reservoir/pond/check 
dam/well etc) which in turn had a representation in the / ) p
village level Pani Panchayat;

Election of the representatives of the village level 
Committee;

Decentralized decision making with public participation;
Monthly meeting of the committee to review, plan work and 
resolve conflicts;resolve conflicts;

Ensuring equitable water distribution;
Maintenance of the scheme.
 Advocacy with government department Advocacy with government department 



Addressing Drought Mitigation

The Pani Panchayat, and Jal Sahelis, have been
consistently addressing issues of drought, waterconsistently addressing issues of drought, water
scarcity, water conservation, reviving traditional water
bodies and overall water management of village.



Jal Sahelis doing excellent work in repairing &
i t f h d P t iti t thmaintenance of hand Pumps to mitigate the

problem of drinking water in water scares
illvillages



They are also involve in
repairing & maintenance of
existing wells in the
respective villages & alsop g
advice villagers regarding
effective watereffective water
management through pond
renovation check dams etcrenovation, check dams etc



Pani Panchayat & Jal Sahelis operating
it kit h i t t ill fcommunity kitchen in twenty villages of

Lalitpur, Hamirpur & Jalaun district of
B d lkh d i t id t ti lBundelkhand region to provide two times meal
to deprived, marginalized & poorer section of

i tisocieties.



Renovation & Repair of  Chandela Tanks

Kanti – Chandela Tank Revival

Bangayan – Chandela Tank Revival



Jal Saheli Operating Kitchen GardenJal Saheli Operating Kitchen Garden 



They are involve in the planning management andThey are involve in the planning , management and
distribution of water through water tankers in different
villages.villages.



Some snaps of Jal Saheli & Pani 
hPanchayat



Contd….







Results/outcomesResults/outcomes

• Livelihood and food security enhanced

Results/outcomesResults/outcomes

y

• Water table increased in the areas

W t t i bilit t d i th i• Water source sustainability reported in the areas even in

this drought condition many ponds have water

• Income level enhanced

• Reduction in rate of distress migration in the areas

• Coping mechanism and resilience power increased



Way forwardWay forward

• Promotion of PV Solar Irrigation System

Way forwardWay forward

• Interdepartmental coordination 
• Convergence approach



Web links
http://punjabupdate.com/2015/06/11/wont‐allow‐encroachment‐of‐water‐bodies‐
up‐govt
http://justearthnews.com/environment‐details/E/292/to‐make‐ganga‐and‐yamuna‐
clean‐first‐clean‐their‐tributaries‐rajendra‐singh.html

http://www.taazinews.com/2015/06/10/ganga‐cleaning‐possible‐unless‐cleaning‐
rivers‐carried/

// / /http://www.sify.com/news/to‐make‐ganga‐and‐yamuna‐clean‐first‐clean‐their‐
tributaries‐rajendra‐singh‐news‐environment‐pglaJSabbgjdc.html

http://www.indiablooms.com/ibns new/health‐details/E/978/to‐make‐ganga‐and‐http://www.indiablooms.com/ibns_new/health details/E/978/to make ganga and
yamuna‐clean‐first‐clean‐their‐tributaries‐rajendra‐singh.html

http://www.rangdeindia.jp/detailnews/sitenews/todays‐feature/to‐make‐ganga‐
d l fi t l th i t ib t i j d i h/66313and‐yamuna‐clean‐first‐clean‐their‐tributaries‐rajendra‐singh/66313



ThanksThanksThanks Thanks 
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