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Story of Water > Shortage, or mismanagement?

• Community role destroyed

• Lost: rich hydrological traditions

• Broken water cycle, depleting aquifers

• Flush and forget



Story of Urban Areas Water Problems - Shortage & Abundance 
: 

Drainage Scenario Water Scenario

No city has 24x7
water supply 

Groundwater Exploitation, 
More recharge –
40 % India falls under 
dark zone



Missed Opportunities -
How much rainwater / stormwater  can we harvest? 

Example: Chennai

Area = 1 Ha (10,000 m²)

Annual rainfall = 1400 mm

= 1,40,00,000 (14 Million litres)

Even if we assume only

50 % of the rainfall can

be harvested,

about 7 million litres
of water can be harvested



A Story of Sustainable Urban Water Management Agenda in India … 

Challenge of innovative policy and practice 

Challenge of scale -- implement change at the scale of the 

transition needed

Challenge of capacity – need multipliers in society to 

implement changes, think and act differently



Water Sensitive City:   

Need to Leapfrog 



Way Forward

New Paradigm



What is Water Sensitive Urban Planning & Designing ?
Approach Integrating Water Cycle Management



WSUDP Components - Overview





Story of Building Knowledge Base to Creating New Knowledge ..



A story that meaningful change takes time and dedicated effort … 



A Story of Choices before us.. 

…. to a story of putting in people mind in India



CSE Research :Toolkit for Sustainable Water Management 



CSE Research :The current paradigm – Water Supply



WSUDP in India 
National Water Mission 

focus is on 

‘Catch the Rain’ 

to ensure source sustainability 
of water supply through taps 
by 2024 to all habitations –

a Govt. of India target. 

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 

Jal Shakti Mission  (JSA)
Atal Bhujal Mission (ABM)

25+ years of action research, advocacy / capacity building  



Recent updates from India & Next Steps 



India : National 
Programme (s):

- Water Supply

- Water Conservation 
Rainwater Harvesting 

- Groundwater Recharge 
for SustainabilityJal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 

Jal Shakti Mission  (JSA)
Atal Bhujal Mission (ABM)



The JSA aims at making 
water conservation a 

Jan Andolan – a
people’s  movement

through asset creation
and extensive 

communication.754 water stressed town/cities 

Making 

India Water 

Sensitive



JSA : 

Special 

Intervention 

Areas 

Promote Irrigation
Efficiency 



Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan : 
Rollout

Gallery 

Upload Photo

Upload Video

Feedback  

Modifications in AMRUT 

Guidelines 

Guidelines for Urban Water 

Conservation

Rainwater Harvesting & 

Conservation Manual 2019

Monitoring Framework 



India Water 
Sensitive 
Cities:  –
Dashboard

http://amrut.gov.in/content/Dashboard.php

http://amrut.gov.in/content/Dashboard.php


Have to find new approaches : affordable and sustainable 

Thank You 

Contact email: suresh.Rohilla@iwhq.org


