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→ Just transition – an evolving and 
contested concept
→ Standalone provision and 

cross-cutting principle
→ Applies across the plastics lifecycle

This presentation builds on research conducted as part of the 'India Norway cooperation 
project on capacity building for reducing plastic and chemical pollution in India' (INOPOL)
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“Ensuring that measures taken to end plastic 

pollution are fair, equitable and inclusive for all 

stakeholders across the plastic lifecycle 

by safeguarding livelihoods and communities 

impacted by plastic pollution and corresponding 

control measures”
(O’Hare and Nøklebye 2024)



Evolution of just transition 
in the plastics treaty
From implicit equity framing to 
explicit provision

Eary focus: Informal waste 
sector and waste pickers

Broader framing in Chair’s text: 
Multiple affected stakeholders

Implementation details unclear 
and open to negotiation

Options paper (INC-2)

Zero Draft text (INC-3)

Chair’s text (INC-5.2)



Process matters: Transparency and participation

Limited spaces for 
observer participation

Process affects legitimacy 
and inclusivity

Just transition depends on 
meaningful involvement of 
affected groups



Broadening the lens on just transition

Who participates in 
transition processes, 

under what conditions?

How are benefits and 
burdens of the transition 

distributed?

Whose knowledge and 
experiences are 

recognised and valued?

What historical harms 
are acknowledged or 

ignored?



Justice across the plastics lifecycle

• Upstream: Environmental and 
social justice, land rights, 
intergenerational justice

• Midstream: Chemical exposure 
from plastic products, raising issues 
of health equity, consumer 
protection, and information access

• Downstream: Workers in waste 
management and nearby 
communities, coastal communities

Crosscutting: Structural inequalities, 
human health, human rights
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Article 5: Plastic product design decisions 
determine circularity, safety, and who bears the risks 

and costs associated with hazardous plastic products

Article 6: Supply/Sustainable Production
reducing production of primary plastic polymers

affect human health and the environment

Article 8: Waste management must 
ensure workers’ rights and safeguards

Article 11: Finance must be accessible, 
inclusive, and need-responsive

Article 19: Health equity and rights 
across the life cycle

Justice dimensions across the treaty



Justice in practice: Participation, implementation, 
and the road ahead

Diverse groups bring distinct 
but shared justice priorities

Inclusion must go beyond 
recognition to real influence

Implementation tools matter: 
guidelines, working groups, 
national plans

Participation will be key to 
just and effective outcomes

https://www.drbabetdegroot.com/youth-communique

https://globalrec.org/document/just-transition-
waste-pickers-un-plastics-treaty/

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/environm
ent/unoc3-indigenous-voices-call-for-
plastics-treaty-with-justice-at-its-core

https://www.greenpeace.org/philippines/story/67359/fisher
folk-on-the-frontlines/

Contact: emmy.noklebye@niva.no
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