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The world has warmed >1.1 Celcius since the industrial revolution.  
Human greenhouse gases emissions are responsible, 

primarily due to the combustion of fossil fuels 



 





 



 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/
americas/barbuda-hurricane-irma-300-years-
no-one-living-ronald-sanders-gaston-browne-
a7949421.html 
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March 2022  
“An Atlas of Human Suffering”  

April 2022  
“A Litany of Broken Promises” 

Science  
Demands Climate Action 
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Goal: to stabilise greenhouse gas emissions to 

prevent dangerous climate change, to allow 

ecosystems to adapt, to protect food production, and to 

enable sustainable economic development (Article 2) 

1994  
UNFCCC 





Inadequate  
Nationally Determined Contributions 
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100 billion USD per year finance?  
 

OECD July 2022 Report  

16.7 billion USD short, again!   
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Profit People  
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Front Line  
of Climate Change  



“Climate Change  
is the single greatest 

threat  
to Vanuatu’s 

development”  



Category Five 
 Tropical Cyclone Pam: 
•2015  
•Loss 64% of GDP  
•Affected 60% of the 
population 
•Destroyed 96% of food crops  
•USD $449 million in damages  
 
Category Five  
 Tropical Cyclone Harold:  
•2020  
•Exacerbated by COVID  
•Lost 61% of GDP  
•USD $617 million in damages  

30+ years of  

Climate Failure  



Failure of Humanitarian Systems 
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Non-Economic 
Loss and 
Damage?  

• Biodiversity  
• Ecosystem Goods 

and Services  
• Health 
• Culture and 

Tradition  
• Sovereign Identity 
• Mental Health  

 



New LnD Assmnt Tools  
New Methods  

New Capacities  



Quantification of “Non-Economic” Loss & 
Damage  

Forest Biodiversity 
Services 

Trees Non 
Economic 

Crops Non 
Economic Water Security 

Structure Non 
Economic TOTAL 

Kerevinopu USD 433,117 USD 388,923 USD 67,307 USD 70,591 USD 17,826 USD 977,765 

TovoTovo USD 433,117 USD 431,610 USD 23,755 USD 78,339 USD 21,304 USD 988,126 

Lalaola USD 529,565 USD 896,178 USD 49,007 USD 94,696 USD 32,609 USD 1,602,055 

Kerewai 1 USD 870,587 USD 2,840,140 USD 154,434 USD 224,687 USD 118,696 USD 4,208,543 

Kerewai 2 USD 1,261,826 USD 6,855,511 USD 419,851 USD 542,348 USD 142,609 USD 9,222,145 

Pareo/Salalope USD 2,472,978 USD 3,046,509 USD 98,366 USD 202,304 USD 68,696 USD 5,888,854 

Sauriki USD 2,580,261 USD 3,310,943 USD 153,184 USD 323,687 USD 91,304 USD 6,459,379 

Linduri USD 1,470,730 USD 651,766 USD 35,641 USD 68,870 USD 11,304 USD 2,238,312 

Wusi USD 1,419,600 USD 1,181,326 USD 64,600 USD 124,826 USD 26,087 USD 2,816,439 

Kerepua USD 1,295,730 USD 640,300 USD 35,241 USD 116,217 USD 15,217 USD 2,102,706 

Elia USD 289,572 USD 507,249 USD 28,370 USD 179,922 USD 21,304 USD 1,026,417 

Tasmate USD 361,748 USD 368,908 USD 20,633 USD 130,852 USD 9,565 USD 891,706 

Vasalea USD 292,813 USD 208,724 USD 11,674 USD 74,035 USD 7,391 USD 594,637 

USD 13,711,646 USD 21,328,090 USD 1,162,063 USD 2,231,374 USD 583,913 USD 39,017,085 





Vanuatu Government  
Budget Policy Statement 2022 

Justice 15%  

Rural 
Development  

15%  

Education 
15% 

Health 15%  

Climate 
Resilience 

15%  

Infrastructure  

25%  

ALLOCATION OF FISCAL SPACE 



1948  

Vanuatu’s Climate Crisis is a Human Rights Crisis 



 
duty to protect and preserve the marine environment 

duty of due diligence 

principle of prevention of significant harm to the environment 
 



MITIGATION 
                 ADAPTATION 
                                 LOSS & DAMAGE 

20 116 12 

148 People-Centered 
 Climate Targets 



NDC is fully costed!!  
To Achieve Mitigation, Adaptation and 

Loss & Damage commitments in our 
NDC Vanuatu needs by 2030  

1.2 billion USD 
  

 



What UN Tools are available 
to motivate climate actions 

of States to match this level of ambition 



? 

Climate Change must be addressed by all 

Vanuatu seeking legal clarity via Non-Contentious Advisory function  

of the UN’s International Court of Justice 

www.VanuatuICJ.com 



The International Court of Justice  

The Court may entertain two types of cases:  

• Legal disputes between States submitted to it 
by them (contentious cases)  

• Requests for advisory opinions on legal 
questions referred to it by United Nations 
organs and specialized agencies  
(advisory proceedings) 



Strategic Initiative 
 

Advisory opinions of the International 
Court of the Justice are general statements 
by the main UN judicial body regarding 
what international law requires on a certain 
issue, and they command great legal and 
symbolic authority.. 

• An AO from the ICJ is NOT LITIGATION! 
• Not legally binding  
• No wins or losses 
• No awards of damages  



To request an advisory 
opinion from the World 
Court, the UN General 
Assembly must adopt a 

Resolution supported by a 
simple majority of UN 

member States.  

Normally 97 UN 
members 

But in practice 78 
or 77 votes in 

favour may suffice 



CARICOM 
COMMUNIQUE – Thirty-
Third Inter-Sessional 
Meeting of CARICOM Heads 
of Government. March 
3, 2022. 
 

CARICOM Heads of Government indicated their support 

for Vanuatu in its pursuit of an Advisory Opinion from the 

International Court of Justice on the rights of present and 
future generations to be protected from Climate Change. 

https://caricom.org/communique-thirty-third-inter-sessional-
meeting-of-caricom-heads-of-government/  
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114th session of the 
OACPS  

Council of Ministers  



14 July 2022 
51st PIFLM 



 

1500 NGO partners globally  



Mitigation Ambition: 1.5C with no overshoot  
Means of Implementation: Finance, inc. Loss & Damage 
People First: Climate Justice and Human Rights   

priorities for  



An ICJ Advisory Opinion may  
motivate states to take more ambious action 
in their NDCs and to increase the means of 

implementation for the  
Paris Agreement  

www.VanuatuICJ.com 



ICJ Resolution Calendar 

• UNFCCC COP27 – 7-19 November (Egypt)  

• Public Release of ICJ Resolution – 14 November (NY)  

• UN Members consultations on draft (21 Nov-9 Dec 2022) 

• Voting on Resolution UNGA December 22 – February 2023  



 
www.VanuatuICJ.com  


