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Online Workshop on Roadmap to Reduce the Use of Critically Important Antimicrobials (CIAs) in 
the Indian Dairy Sector 

February 25, 2022 | 3:00 – 5:00 PM  
 

Final Agenda 
 

3:00-3:30 PM Session 1: Opening session 

3:00-3:05 PM 

Setting the context 

Amit Khurana, Director, Sustainable Food Systems Programme, Centre for Science and 

Environment (CSE) 

3:05-3:15 PM 
Use of critically important antimicrobials in the Indian dairy sector 

 Sustainable Food Systems Programme, CSE 

3:15-3:25 PM 

Optimizing antibiotic use in the Indian dairy sector: Initiatives and plans 

Praveen Malik, Animal Husbandry Commissioner, Department of Animal Husbandry 

and Dairying, Government of India  

3:25-3:35 PM 

Need to conserve critically important antimicrobials for human health 

Anuj Sharma, Technical focal point – AMR, Lab and IPC, World Health Organization 

Country Office for India, New Delhi 

3:35-4:50 PM Session 2: Discussion on roadmap 

3:35-4:50 PM 

 

Specific inputs for the roadmap to conserve the use of critically important 

antimicrobials in the Indian dairy sector* 

 

Experts/stakeholders from state animal husbandry departments, research and academic 

institutions, milk federations/producers and food and drug regulators 

 

4:50-5:00 PM 
Wrap-up  

Amit Khurana, CSE 
 
Note: *These inputs could be in the context of a) how the use of a particular CIA can be reduced and its 
misuse can be eliminated; and b) can be on several aspects (but not limited to) such as related to 
animal husbandry, infection prevention and control, diagnostics, vaccines, disease management, 
surveillance, biosecurity, alternatives, waste management, availability of antibiotics and veterinary 
extension services, research and education, awareness and capacity building.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 

Notes: AMR and use of critically important antibiotics in the Indian Dairy Sector 
 

Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is considered a silent pandemic that can cause serious impact on the health 

of humans and animals and losses to productivity, livelihood and economy. The recent global study 

published in Lancet, estimates that in 2019, 1.27 million deaths were attributable to bacterial AMR. Deaths 

due to resistance to antibiotics from the class of third-generation cephalosporins and fluoroquinolones 

were a big part of these.  

 

These are considered highest priority critically important antibiotics (HPCIAs) for humans as they can save 

lives. In August 2021, the Global Leaders Group on AMR (GLG), in its statement on ‘Antimicrobial use in 

food systems’, also called upon nations to markedly reduce the use of HPCIAs in addition to the overall use 

of antimicrobials, for terrestrial and aquatic animals and plants. Several countries for many years have 

adopted stringent measures to control CIA use in food-producing animals.  

 

In 2021, the Centre for Science and Environment report ‘Conserving the Use of Critically Important 

Antimicrobials in Food-producing Animals’ (also attached), highlighted that CIAs are extensively used in 

the Indian dairy sector. Twenty-one antibiotics were found to be used, which belong to six CIA classes. 

These include HPCIAs like 3rd and 4th generation cephalosporins, quinolones and fluoroquinolones, and 

CIAs like penicillins, aminoglycosides, ansamycins and drugs used solely to treat tuberculosis or other 

mycobacterial diseases. Often these CIAs are misused and overused which can be prevented. It was found 

that out of the dairy, poultry and aquaculture sectors, maximum number of CIAs are used in the dairy 

sector and considering the cattle size and population, it is likely a big user of CIAs.  

 

CIAs are also becoming ineffective in India as per the resistance data being generated. The Indian National 

Action Plan on AMR (2017-21), also recognised the need for a plan on restricting CIA use in animals and 

agriculture. 
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02724-0/fulltext
https://www.cseindia.org/conserving-the-use-of-critically-important-antimicrobials-in-food-producing-animals-10953



