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Large Parts of India Area - Rainfed

Rainfed Index

Breeds in Extensive Livestock System including 
Pastoral System

Rainfed areas are NATIVE TRACK 

of Most of the livestock breeds in India 



Experiences from the Ground Communities and Breeds – Banni Buffalo

Pastoral Communities are organized, 
supported by Civil Societies and Scientific 

communities to register Banni Buffalo

Milk Economy was strengthened by 
negotiation with Dairies and DAH – in 10 
years Milk economy in Banni reached to years Milk economy in Banni reached to 

900 Cr

Communities forced removal of illegal 
encroachments and initiated natural 

regeneration of grassland

Pastoral communities became 
partner of Multi-disciplinary 

Research Centre called RAMBLE

Community Eco-tourism 
Centre promoted 

Wildlife and their importance of 
the ecosystem are valued



Experiences from the Ground

Communities and Breeds 
Kharai Camel

“Animal use salinity in their favour – graze of saline species”



The Camel Story





India's vast animal genetic resources, especially that of sheep, yak and camels, have been conserved and bred by the 

nomadic pastoral communities. Until about two and a half decades ago, wool was used extensively by pastoralists for 

domestic consumption and also fetched a market price on par with meat. Wool-craft, for centuries, was a small home 

and village-based craft industry but grew into an industry and now largely works with imported wools

Desi Oon – Wool in Pastoral Systems



Halari Donkey The Halari donkey is an indigenous, endangered breed
native to Gujarat’s Halar region, recognized for its
predominantly white coat and high resilience to semi-arid
conditions. With fewer than 500 individuals, it plays a
crucial role as a pack animal for local pastoralist and
farming communities. Halari donkey milk is reputed for its
nutritional and medicinal properties and commands
significant commercial value both locally and
internationally



Scripting the History
Poda Thurpu cattle created history in January 2020, when it has been registered as the unique and 

the first indigenous cattle breed of the Indian state of Telangana.

Native Breeding 
Tract

Amrabad Forests of 

Nagarkurnool district, 

Telangana
Community

Lambadi (NT), 

Golla/Yadava (OBC) 

and Maala

and Maadiga (SC)

(INDIA_CATTLE_3600_ PODATHURPU_03044)

Existence of the 
Breed Over 450 years as per the Oral History

Estimated 
Population

15076 

(approximately)

Average size of 
the Herd

44.91 + 0.84



500 Households

Owner (approximately

1000 | 50 - 70k per year
(People) (Salary)

Labour (approximately

Economy, Livelihoods and Employment

DRAUGHT POWER

 Used in both dry-land & wetland

agricultural operations.

 Excellent draught power in terms

of endurance, speed and

stamina.

 Starts working at the age of 2.5

years and up to 20 years.

OTHER USES

 Milk is not a source of income,

but ghee is sold for INR 1500-

1650/kg.

 The use of dung for manure and

bio-gas production was observed.



“This poultry farm gives us income and nutrition. It helps cover 

expenses like loan repayments and even expand our horizons.”

— Savara Shirisha

Dual Income, Deep Impact



40M ha Forest

Eligible for CFR
12.5 M ha

Classified Grassland

 More than 1 lakhs villages are in forest fringe

 Tenurial Security and access to grazing – FRA 2006

 Promotes traditional knowledge and governance systems.

 FRA based Climate Action Plan and community led

governance

Forest Governance & Climate Justice



FRAMEWORK FOR LIVESTOCK BIO-DIVERSITY, ECOSYSTEM, 
COMMUNITY AND LIVELIHOODS

CommunitiesEco-systems

• Strengthening Institutions

LivelihoodBreeds

• Habitat Improvement
• Resource Regeneration, 

development and 
Conservation

• Tenurial Security 

• Strengthening Institutions
• Breeders Association, PCs
• BCP’s 
• Cultural Documentation

• Characterization and Registration 
• Participatory Breed Conservation 

and Improvement

• Forward and Backward integration
• Services & value addition



LEARNINGS FROM THE GROUND

Breeds are evolved through intelligent interaction between Ecology, AnGR and community0
0

Breed Registration has opened several dimensions to Ecological Restoration and Economic Revival0
0

Community took the centre stage and collaborated with all stakeholders0
0

Communities knowledge on Breeds, Breeding Practices, Ecology – soil, grass and plant diversity were 
appreciated 

0
0

Cultural value associated with the community, breeds and ecosystem got recognition 0
0

In a complex, diverse and risk-prone rainfed areas, genetic resources that are flexible, resistance are 
optimized by the communities 

0
0



Thank you

The Breed – The Landscape – The Community – Their Livelihoods
Every indigenous breed carries not just DNA, but a cultural code of coexistence with Nature.
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