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Background 2

Building resilience to respond toshocks - Cape Town example (Source: M. Webster, CoCT)
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Benchmarking the City of Cape Town as a Water Sensitive City

‘Promote the transition to water sensitive cities within the Western Cape’ 
through collaboration between the City of Cape Town (CoCT), Western Cape Government and the project team

1. To facilitate collaboration between WCG and CoCT to transition CoCT to a water sensitive city

2. To adopt best practice available for the contextual application and adaptation of the CRCWSC 
Water Sensitive City Index benchmarking tool. 

3. Prepare an adapted benchmarking tool appropriate to the South African and specifically, the 
Western Cape municipal and provincial government context. 

4. Develop an implementation guideline to support cities and towns of the Western Cape to 
undertake and manage the transition towards becoming water sensitive.

5. Communicate the outcomes and usefulness of the project to relevant stakeholders in the 
Western Cape.



The WSC Transition process in CT

Workshop 3.1 & 
3.2: 

Transition 
planning & action 

development

Workshop 2: 
Visioning

Workshop 1: 
Benchmarking

Water Sensitive Cities 
Index

August 2020

CT’s water story and 
shared water 

sensitive city vision
October 2020

Transition Dynamics 
Framework

January & February 
2021
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Workshop 3.1 & 
3.2: 

Transition 
planning & action 

development

Workshop 2: 
Visioning

Workshop 1: 
Benchmarking

Tool Transition Dynamics 
Framework

How 2 x half day workshops
Output Report detailing a 

Transition Dynamics 
Framework analysis for 
actions and transition 
strategies

Developing the pathways that link a future water sensitive city 
vision with current water system practice

Analysis of a city’s current transition barriers and enablers 
using the CRCWSC’s Transition Dynamics Framework



Activating an implementation strategy for the City of Cape Town
Phase 1: Ensuring that the fundamental aspects of the transition are in place, which includes six key priority action 
areas – Champions and Networks, Terminology vs Jargon, Research and Capacity, Indigenous knowledge, 
Governance and Planning and Integrated Planning. As well as identifying demonstration projects and ensuring 
lessons are learnt from them.



10. Integrated Planning

Narrative of the Transition Dynamics Framework

Integrated planning is regularly highlighted as an important focus as it is
critical in addressing many nexus issues. While the focus on Water
Sensitivity has gained traction, and policy is supportive, there appears to
be a level of disconnect in terms of implementation into City planning.

Several examples where there is a disconnect at implementation level
(e.g. parking requirements / conflicts between water and housing) were
highlighted during the stakeholder engagements. This is to be expected
in a city the size of Cape Town, but highlights the importance of
supporting and advancing organisational champions and platforms for
sharing experience and knowledge – both inside the City and externally.

Key Focus: Incorporation into policy; consolidation of knowledge;
identification and support for champions to drive this space; creation of
knowledge sharing platforms, demonstration projects at scale.

http://ourfuturecities.co/2017/10/comment-msdf-8-ideas/
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Planning discussions - WSC Benchmarking workshop 3.2 (Feb 2021)

• Water Sensitivity has gained traction and policy is supportive, but there appears to be a 
level of disconnect in terms of implementation into City planning

• Tension between spatial planners and planning for human settlements

• The false perception that planners have carte blanche

• Budget allocation and checking budget before asking planners to include elements in 
plans

• Using fiscal arguments to land projects

• The confusion around what planners actually do in practice

• Issues of scale



15WSC spatial layers – benefits? tangible?



Rainwater Harvesting
• Where rainwater harvesting should be enforced
• Where it should be encouraged
• Where it offers little benefit
Groundwater 
• Recharge Zones
• Abstraction vs protected zones 
Stormwater
• Stormwater networks with appropriate 

environmental buffers
• Flood inundation layers
• Wetlands
• Strategic water source areas

16

Indigenous and cultural assets
• Areas where indigenous knowledge should 

be incorporated
• Areas that require investigation
Water Supply
• Zones fed by infrastructure with significant 

constraints
• Target water demands per suburb based on:

o Historical demands
o Property size

Sanitation & Wastewater
• Zones fed by infrastructure with significant 

constraints
• Zones where there is adequate capacity in 

the infrastructure

Development of a Water Sensitive City Overlay Zoning Map



Way forward? 17
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