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Proceedings 

The School of Water and Waste (SWW) – AAETI (a unit of CSE) organised a Pan-Asia Capacity Building 

Roundtable cum Workshop on ‘Water – Wastewater and Sanitation Sensitive Planning for Climate 

Change Resilience Building in South Asian Cities’ on February 9, 2022.  The workshop aimed to connect 

with key water sector players and practitioners and discuss opportunities for developing regional 

partnerships for mainstreaming sustainable urban water management practices in South Asia. The 

workshop intended to provide a platform to discuss the current challenges and opportunities in urban 

water management with respect to building resilience against climate change in South Asian cities. 

The workshop had representations from India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The speakers included 

Dr Suresh Kumar Rohilla Senior Director, CSE – India, Dr Tanuja Ariyananda, Lanka Rainwater 

Harvesting Forum - Sri Lanka, Md Tahmidul Islam, WaterAid – Bangladesh and Dr Tanvi Bhatkal, IDS, 

UK. The workshop was anchored and moderated by Dhruv Pasricha, CSE. 

More than 300 registrations from 125+ cities across 16 countries were received for the roundtable, 

and 175+ registrants attended the workshop. These included the alumni of CSE School of Water and 

Waste and other organisations working in urban water management in the Global South. These 

practitioners belong to diverse fields, including engineers, architects, planners, social scientists, etc. 

They represented private consultancies, govt. departments, academic institutions, NGOs, etc. 
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The presentation and discussions were centered around how water and sanitation-sensitive design 

and planning at different scales can help cities and communities build urban water resilience. The 

focus was also on adaptation strategies for incorporating resilience in building design, vulnerability 

mapping and analysis and preparation of contextual action plans. 
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Dr. Suresh Kumar Rohilla, CSE kick-started the webinar by introducing CSE and SWW, and the water 
programme. He set the context by talking about urban water challenges in South-Asia, and how the 
changing climate will aggravate the water issues, especially in the global south. He also shared the 
latest CSE research on status of groundwater table and urban flooding in smart cities in India, and the 
potential of stormwater harvesting in addressing issues related to urban flooding. He shared the 
experiences of India and CSE’s role in mainstreaming urban water & sanitation sensitive planning using 
several case studies. 
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Moving ahead from India, in the next session, Dr Tanuja Ariyananda, Chief Executive, Officer/ Director,  
Lanka Rain Water Harvesting Forum (LRWHF), Sri Lanka, shared the journey of mainstreaming roof-
top rainwater harvesting in urban areas of Sri Lanka. She talked about how RWH has been 
mainstreamed by policy and legislation in Sri Lanka, and the role and importance of capacity building 
of various practitioners for successful implementation of RWH projects. She also shared that over 
48,000 domestic RWH implemented and are in operation providing water and food security to over 
200,000 people meeting the sustainable development goal 6 (SDG6). 
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This session was followed by climate resilient WASH Experiences from Bangladesh presented by Md. 

Tahmidul Islam, Technical Advisor – WASH, WaterAid Bangladesh. Md Tahmidul started by setting the 

context of urban water and climate vulnerability related challenges in Bangladesh. He discussed 

around how WaterAid Bangladesh’s intervention is addressing some of these critical aspects of urban 

destitution by reducing WASH deprivations and improve environmental health conditions in major 

cities and municipalities of Bangladesh. 

He supported his presentation with some audio-video visuals showing increase in access to resilient 
water and sanitation facilities and inspiring and embedding hygienic behaviour amongst community 
members along with demonstration of effective, long-term solutions to environmental health 
challenges such as faecal sludge management. 
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The last session of the roundtable-cum-workshop on ‘Addressing climate change and development 
through off-grid sanitation infrastructures’ was delivered by Dr Tanvi Bhatkal, Postdoctoral 
Researcher, Institute of Development Studies, UK. Her presentation discussed sanitation challenges in 
rapidly urbanising small towns of India and Nepal and climate change impacts access to and quality of 
water and sanitation, particularly in off-grid settings, thereby aggravating inequalities. The 
presentation examines the potential of new innovations that offer to create value from waste, asking 
if ‘brown gold’ can be a lens to reimagine infrastructure and the city and the potential of circular 
economy innovations. 
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After the wonderful presentations by the renowned speakers, Dhruv Pasricha invited the speakers and 

attendees for an open discussion/ Q&A session to share their views on climate risk and vulnerability 

and how we can provide an opportunity for equitable access to resources and develop resilience for 

climate change in the South Asia. The need for capacity building was also discussed, as to how a cohort 

of professionals can be developed to incorporate these modifications in town planning and water 



infrastructure strategies to address issues related to groundwater decline, urban flooding, water 

security and supply. 

Discussions were also held on how to incorporate inclusivity and access to water and sanitation 

infrastructure, and how it can strengthen resilience and reduce vulnerability to climate change. After 

the Q&A session, the webinar was concluded with a vote of thanks. 
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