Reporting Covid 19
and beyond
...connecting science and development
for resilient Africa

Africa flattens the curve; continues with efforts to ensure
no resurgence of the virus

Covid-19 is an economic shock

the economic shock…

Impact on inflation…

Emerging and Re-emerging Infectious Diseases
pandemic
On average appeared every 10 years
But pandemics have become more frequent; frequency between
pandemics has become shorter
For example,
• Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) : 2003
• Influenza A H1N5 (bird flu) : 2007
• H1N1 (swine flu) : 2009
• Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS): 2012
• Ebola : 2014

Key factors
Overpopulation and poverty are the primary contributing factors that have
brought about this change

Linked with
•
•
•
•

Global warming
Environmental degradation
Habitat destruction
Increased human/host/reservoir interaction

Pandemics are not just a health crisis
World including Africa, ill prepared to respond to a global health
emergency
For example, Ebola vs COVID 19

• The direct financial cost of the Ebola pandemic: six billion US dollars
• Global economic losses over 15 billion dollars
COVID and economic loss

• 587 times more than the loss during Ebola pandemic
• Global economic losses: between $5.8 trillion and
$8.8 trillion this year
(Note: 1000 billion = 1 trillion)

Long term impact??
Agendas 2063 & 2030 (the aspirational blueprints for
development)
Agenda 2030: emphasis on climate change related issues and
inequalities
Agenda 2063: emphasis on democracy, cultural identity and
continental integration
Core of these 2 agendas: Inclusive socioeconomic
development, peaceful societies, accountable institutions and
environmental sustainability
But, Africa off the track
Science and development reporting
critical for resilience in the continent
Reporting beyond the health and
science of COVID

Sustainable Development Goals 2030: Africa’s progress
15-Year Global Action Plan (2015-2030); 17 SDGs, 169 targets, 232 indicators

•

Impact on food security (60% of the African population dependent

SDGs: Africa off the track (a
glimpse: goals 1, 2, 3)

Africa’s Agenda 2063 (2013-2063)
Is the blueprint and master plan for transforming Africa into the
global powerhouse of the future
50-Year Continental Integrative and Transformative Agenda
• 7 Aspirations
• 20 Goals
• 39 Priority Areas
• 255 Target
• 63 Core Indicators

Since beginning of the first ten-year implementation Plan (2014),
average continental performance in Education has deteriorated
At the continental level, citizens’ dissatisfaction with Basic Health
Services has grown over the past decade

Coronavirus can be defeated with Science: WHO
But health goals must be a priority; even after defeating the deadly
virus
Health is the foundation of social, economic and political stability
WHO resolution
"This resolution calls on the
global health community to
ensure that all countries are
better equipped to detect and
respond to cases of COVID-19 and
other dangerous infectious
diseases."

Beyond the pandemic
• When the Covid-19 pandemic is under control
• Political, economic, socio-cultural, technological, and medical
wellbeing of many nations needs to move at a fast pace
• It is important to reassess the status and fate of the Sustainable
Development Goals
• The Decade of Operation was scheduled to kick-off the year 2020
• With only 10 years to go, opportunity to “go beyond risk and science
communication” to “reporting for a cause: the resilient Africa”

Solution-driven reporting backed with evidence is need of the
hour
• Media tends to write more on the ‘doom and gloom’ aspects of
crisis (covid, climate change, air pollution, food insecurity,
poverty)
• But, need to connect dots : science, environment, development,
economy
• The covid-19 crisis and the existing climate crisis with long-term
impacts calls for regular monitoring, addressing development
gaps and the solutions
• Evidence-based reporting with credible information and data is
required more than before

Need for evidence-based reporting with credible
information
Need to report: Global developments with a national, regional, local
perspective
Build your diary of “global and national events” on “covid , health,
climate and related cross-sectoral sectors”
Editors often ask for ground reports; you need to find evidence;
meet “People”; take interviews
“Data can help you find a better story” ; your story is likely to have a
high recall value; Suits the best to new age platforms/audience

So, make a “personal diary of resources/information/data”

But, what is good information/data
Information/data overload is challenge
So look for data from a reliable source; regular
Granular data; helps understand global and the
local scenario
Open access data that is easy to operate: E.g:
Excel file; CSV file
Ready to use “graphical data”
supplemented with the “raw data”

Meet data; interview the data; deep dive
Make your personal data diary
Consisting of “addresses (or the source)
Visit these; to understand them better (build friendship with the
datasets)
Identify the ones that are released regularly: annual; monthly; weekly
Look for “trends” by combining them and analyzing them; create your
own “new data set”
A breaking; unexpected; story may emerge
So, maintain your “diary of data sources” and “relevant data sets” in
them
Master tools: Data Wrapper, Power bi, Tableau

Resources useful for evidence based reporting on building
“resilient and better Africa”
Note: these sites have regional and country-level information/data
Economy
World Bank (https://www.worldbank.org/)
IMF Data Mapper (https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/datasets)
OECD (https://www.oecd.org/)
AFDB (https://www.afdb.org/en/knowledge/publications/african-economic-outlook)
UN Department Of Economic And Social Affairs (DESA) (https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/)
World Poverty Clock (https://worldpoverty.io/)
Sustainable Development Goals
SDGs (https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/profiles)| (Africa-https://countries.africasdgindex.org/
Sustainable development solutions network (SDSN) (https://www.sdgindex.org/)
Health
WHO (https://www.who.int/)
WHO Regional office for Africa (https://aho.afro.who.int/)
Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) (http://www.healthdata.org/)

More resources…
Pollution
Health Effects Institute (https://www.healtheffects.org/)
Real-time air quality index (https://waqi.info/)
Air quality (https://airquality.gsfc.nasa.gov/)
Agriculture, Food Security
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) ( http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#data)
World Food Programme (https://www.wfp.org/)
Urbanisation
UNHABITAT (https://unhabitat.org/)
Water
WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP)
(https://washdata.org/
Water Scarcity Clock ( https://worldwater.io/)
WaterAid (https://www.wateraid.org/)
Institute Water for Africa (https://water-for-africa.org/en/health.html)

More resources…
Climate Change
World Meteorological Organization (https://public.wmo.int/en)
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (https://www.noaa.gov/climate)
Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research (EDGAR) (https://edgar.jrc.ec.europa.eu/)
Climate Analytics (https://climateanalytics.org/)
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (https://unfccc.int/news)
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (https://www.ipcc.ch/)
Energy
International Energy Agency (https://www.iea.org/)
International Renewable Energy Agency (https://www.irena.org/)
Global Wind Energy Council (https://gwec.net/)
Wildlife
WWF (https://www.worldwildlife.org/)
TRAFFIC (https://www.traffic.org/)
Track these through social media too. Subscribe their e-mail alerts and newsletters

COVID-19, the wake up command
COVID-19 is a ‘wake-up command’ to address Africa’s challenges for
building “resilient and better Africa”
“Digital data is for public good” said UN Secretary General António
Guterres, 17 Nov 2020

Repository of government data can have limitless applications
So, keep your diary of resources (information, data, people to
contact) ready

Subjects
Agriculture
Biodiversity

Institutions/Websites

Link

Remarks

Alliance for a Green Revolution in
Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa is an organization
Africa (AGRA)
https://agra.org/
dealing with agricultural products in Africa.
https://www.cbd.int/countrie
Convention on Biological Diversity s/

Climate Change

Climate for Development in Africa http://www.climdev(ClimDev-Africa)
africa.org/

Future Climate for Africa (FCFA)

The Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDev-Africa)
Programme is an initiative of the African Union Commission
(AUC), the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) and the African Development Bank (AfDB). It is
mandated at the highest level by African leaders (AU
Summit of Heads of State and Government). The
Programme was established to create a solid foundation for
Africa’s response to climate change.

Future Climate for Africa (FCFA) aims to generate
fundamentally newclimate science focused on Africa, and to
http://www.futureclimateafri ensure that this science has an impact on human
ca.org/
development across the continent.

Economy

https://www.uneca.org/

The African Development Bank (AfDB) Group is a regional
multilateral development finance institution established to
contribute to the economic development and social
progress of Africancountries that are the institution's
Regional Member Countries (RMCs).
ECA's mandate is to promote the economic and social
development of its member States, foster intra-regional
integration, and promote international cooperation for
Africa's development.

http://www.nepad.org/

The New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) is
an economic development program of the African Union.
NEPAD aims to provide an overarching vision and policy
framework for accelerating economic co-operation and
integration among African countries.

African Development Bank Group https://www.afdb.org/en/

United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa

New Partnership for Africa's
Development (NEPAD)

Energy
International
Energy
The International Energy Agency works with countries around the world to shape energy
Agency
https://www.iea.org/ policies for a secure and sustainable future.
Environment Africa
Progress
http://www.africaprogr The Africa Progress Panel (APP) consists of ten distinguished individuals from the private and
Panel
esspanel.org/en/
public sector who advocate for equitable and sustainable development for Africa.
Africa Foundation is an independent, non-profit, tax-exempt organisation in South Africa whose
Africa
http://africafoundation. purpose is to uplift, up-skill and empower identified rural communities near core conservation
Foundation org.za/
areas.
Forests
http://www.fao.org/ho The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that
FAO
me/en/
leads international efforts to defeat hunger.
Habitat

UN-Habitat
Health

Poverty

Th UN-Habitat works for a better urban future. e United Nations Human Settlements
Programme is the United Nations programme for human settlements and sustainable urban
development. It was established in 1978 as an outcome of the first United Nations Conference
https://unhabitat.org/ on Human Settlements and Sustainable Urban Development held in Vancouver, Canada, in 1976.
The World Health Organization is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for
international public health. The WHO Constitution, which establishes the agency's governing
structure and principles, states its main objective as "the attainment by all peoples of the
https://www.who.int/ highest possible level of health.

WHO
Health
Professions
Council of
South Africa https://www.hpcsa.co.z The Health Professions Council Of South Africa Is A Statutory Body, Established In Terms Section
(HPCSA)
a/
2(1) Of The Health Professions Act
Oxfam South Africa’s vision is self-organised people actively creating a just, democratic and
Oxfam South http://www.oxfam.org. sustainable world where power and resources are shared, everyone lives in dignity, and poverty
Africa
za/
and inequality are no more.

Sanitataion

Sanitation
Africa

Sanitation Africa was established in 2015 with the mission to enable low-income households’
access clean water and also decent and affordable toilets. Sanitation Africa designs innovative
toilet solutions, improves and upgrades existing ones, to create a sustainable and dignified
sanitation solutions. The Sani-enterprise provides emptying services to areas that are otherwise
https://sanitationafrica hard to reach. In addition to this, we process cooking briquettes made from dried sludge cake,
.com/
which are sold as an environmentally friendly option to firewood.

Water and Sanitation
Program
Sustainable Sanitation
Alliance
FACE Africa
Eastern and Southern Africa
Water and Sanitation
(ESAWAS) Regulators
Association

https://www.wsp.org/

The Water and Sanitation Program (WSP) is a multi-donor partnership,
part of the World Bank Group's Water Global Practice, supporting poor
people in obtaining affordable, safe, and sustainable access to water and
sanitation services.

SuSanA is an informal network of people and organisations who share a
https://www.susana.org/en common vision on sustainable sanitation and who want to contribute to
/
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, in particular SDG6.
Tackling the water crisis by funding, supporting and advocating for
community WASH (water, sanitation & hygiene) programs in Sub-Saharan
http://www.faceafrica.org/ Africa.

https://www.esawas.org/

WHO/UNICEF Joint
Monitoring Programme for
Water Supply, Sanitation
and Hygiene (JMP)
https://washdata.org/

The ESAWAS Regulators Association begun in 2007 with an informal
meeting of regional WSS regulators. The Association is now governed by a
Constitution ratified by the members since 2010 and meets annually to
deliberate various issues of mutual interest.
The WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply,
Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP) has reported country, regional and global
estimates of progress on drinking water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH)
since 1990. The JMP maintains an extensive global database and has
become the leading source of comparable estimates of progress at
national, regional and global levels. The 2015 update marked the end of
the Millennium Development Goal period and the 2017 update
established baseline estimates for monitoring the new Sustainable
Development Goal targets.

The Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) is a
global, multi-stakeholder membership and partnership-based
Water Supply and Sanitation
organization that works at the local, national, regional and global levels to
Collaborative Council
advance sanitation and hygiene for all, with a particular focus on poor,
(WSSCC)
https://www.wsscc.org/
vulnerable and marginalized people, so that no one is left behind.
WSUP works under the following themes as part of its core commitment
to meeting Sustainable Development Goals 6, 11 and 13 – clean water and
Water and Sanitation for the
sanitation, sustainable cities and communities and climate action,
Urban Poor (WSUP)
https://www.wsup.com/
respectively.
IRC International Water and https://www.ircwash.org/h IRC is an independent, non-profit organisation that drives resilient WASH
Sanitation Centre
ome
systems from the ground up.

Sanitation First

Sanitation and Water for All

Sanitation First has a vision of everyone having access to a safe and
hygienic toilet. Toilets are the stepping-stones towards a better future
for people living in acute poverty, as basic sanitation is the linchpin
that connects all other forms of development. Without improved
http://sanitationfirst.org/
sanitation, poverty will not be eradicated.
The Sanitation and Water for All is a global partnership committed to
achieving universal access to clean drinking water and adequate
sanitation. In 2015, 2.4 billion people lacked access to improved
http://sanitationandwaterforall sanitation, 946 million people defecate in the open and 663 million
.org/
people lack access to basic water sources.

Centre for Affordable Water and
Sanitation Technology
https://www.cawst.org/

SDGs

Sustainable Development
Solutions Network

https://www.unsdsn.org/

Water

WaterAid

https://www.wateraid.org/

Insitute Water for Africa

https://water-forafrica.org/en/health.html

Water.org

https://water.org/

CAWST teaches people how to get safe drinking water, sanitation and
hygiene in their own homes, using simple, affordable technologies.
SDSN mobilizes global scientific and technological expertise to promote
practical solutions for sustainable development, including the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SGDs) and the
Paris Climate Agreement.
WaterAid is an international non-governmental organisation, focused
on water, sanitation and hygiene. It was set up in 1981 as a response to
the UN International Drinking Water decade.
Sufficient clean water and good hygiene help to live well and
healthy. This is precisely where Africa has a lot of catching up to do.
Then there is hope: diseases like diarrhoea, cholera and typhoid fever
can be avoided. Diseases such as diarrhoea, cholera and typhoid fever
can be avoided.
Water.org is a global nonprofit organization working to bring water and
sanitation to the world.

Global Water Partnership

https://www.gwp.org/

The Global Water Partnership is an international network created to
foster an integrated approach to water resources management and
provide practical advice for sustainably managing water resources.

World Wide Fund

https://wwf.panda.org/

African Wildlife Foundation

http://www.awf.org/

Wildlife

African Wildlife Foundation (AWF), was established to focus on Africa’s
unique conservation needs.
The East African Wild Life Society is a membership-based public benefit
organization that seeks to enhance the conservation and wise use of
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