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AFTER DEVELOPMENT



Impacts of Riverfront development 
projects

• Loss of natural habitats: embankments, channelization, removal of 
wetlands and floodplains reduce habitat diversity for aquatic and riparian 
flora/fauna. For example, channelized river sections often have far fewer 
habitat types. 

• Impeded natural floodplain functions and hydrology: construction may 
reduce floodplain width, restrict natural flow, disrupt groundwater‐river 
connectivity (aquifer recharge) due to concrete walls, foundations.

• Tree cutting, loss of vegetation: disturbing riparian vegetation decreases 
shade, increases bank erosion, reduces habitat.

• Flooding : Reducing the width or cross‐section of the river through 
embankments and constructions along floodplains can compromise the 
river’s ability to receive flood flows, increasing risk of flooding in heavy 
rains. 

• Loss of avifauna and biodiversity. 


