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The School of Water and Waste (SWW) – AAETI (a unit of CSE) organised a Pan-Africa Roundtable cum 
Workshop on ‘Water – Wastewater and Sanitation Sensitive Planning for Climate Change Resilience 
Building in African Cities’ on February 15, 2022 as a part of series.  The workshop aimed to connect 
with key water sector players and practitioners (including training courses alumni) and discuss 
opportunities for developing regional partnerships for mainstreaming sustainable urban water 
management practices in African cities. The workshop intended to provide a platform to discuss the 
current challenges and opportunities in urban water management with respect to building resilience 
against climate change in African cities. 

The two-hour workshop had representations from India, South Africa, Ghana, Ethiopia and Rwanda. 
The speakers included Dr Suresh Kumar Rohilla, CSE – India, Dr Kirsty Carden, Future Water Institute - 
UCT – South Africa, Smita Rawoot, WRI – Ethiopia, Rwanda, Dr Solomie Gebrezgabher, IWMI – Ghana 
and Dr Tanvi Bhatkal, IDS, UK – Ghana. The workshop was anchored and moderated by Dhruv Pasricha, 
CSE. 

250 registrations from 120 cities across 25 countries were received for the roundtable, and 130+ 
registrants attended the workshop. These included the alumni of CSE School of Water and Waste and 
other organisations working in urban water management in the Global South. These practitioners 
belong to diverse fields, including engineers, architects, planners, social scientists, etc. They 
represented private consultancies, govt. departments, academic institutions, NGOs, etc. 
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The presentation and discussions were centered around how water and sanitation-sensitive design 
and planning at different scales can help cities and communities build urban water resilience. The 
focus was also on adaptation strategies for incorporating resilience in building design, vulnerability 
mapping and analysis and preparation of contextual action plans. 
 

Snapshot of all speakers welcoming the participant 

 

 

Dr. Suresh Kumar Rohilla, CSE kick-started the webinar by introducing CSE and SWW, and the water 
programme. He set the context by talking about urban water challenges in Africa, and how the 
changing climate will aggravate the water issues, especially in the African cities. He also shared the 
latest CSE research on status of groundwater table and urban flooding in smart cities in India, and the 
potential of stormwater harvesting in addressing issues related to urban flooding. He shared the 
experiences of India and CSE’s role in mainstreaming urban water & sanitation sensitive planning using 
several case studies. 

 
Snapshot of presentation by Dr Suresh Kumar Rohilla, CSE 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
A/Prof. Kirsty Carden, Interim Director, Future Water Institute – UCT delivered a session on building 
urban water resilience in south africa through water and sanitation sensitive urban design and 
planning. She provides the context of the training, by highlighting the linkages between WSUDP and 
developing resilience against the pandemic, and climate change. She presented various opportunities 
for water sensitive design under existing guidelines and policies of South Africa.  
 
Dr Carden showcased case study examples of using SFD analysis to highlight urban water quality 
issues, Water Hub WEF research, PaWS – stormwater harvesting and MAR. She provided highlights of 
the Water Sensitive Cities Index bench-marking process for Cape Town. She also discussed about WSD 
Community of Practice / CSE partnership and emphasised on enabling governance environment for 
increased water resilience. 
 
 Snapshot of presentation by A/Prof. Kirsty Carden, Future Water Institute – UCT 

 

 

 
This session was followed by Urban Water Resilience Initiative towards a Water Resilient Africa 
presented by Ms Smita Rawoot, Urban Resilience, World Resources Institute (WRI). Ms Smita 
discusses the components of City Water Resilience Approach (CWRA) which includes a 3-part action 
plan for building urban water resilience at city-region scale in six African cities. She explained how 
CWRA five-step process helps cities grow their capacity to provide high quality water resources for all 
residents, and to protect them from water-related hazards.  Ms Smita briefed on the project team’s 
work with city resilience offices or other key city stakeholders to compile and process data to prepare 
City Characterization Reports for each of the six cities. These reports define each city’s water basins, 
including key water assets, urban water systems and governance structures, and interdependencies 
with other systems which help them in identifying the factors contributing to the resilience of city 
water systems and those increasing their vulnerability. 



Snapshot of presentation by Ms Smita Rawoot, World Resources Institute (WRI) 

 

 
The last session of the roundtable-cum-workshop on ‘Circular Economy Opportunities in the Urban 
Water and Sanitation Sector’ was delivered by Solomie Gebrezgabher, Lead – Brown Gold Project, 
International Water Management Institute (WMI), Ghana in support with Dr Tanvi Bhatkal, 
Postdoctoral Researcher, Institute of Development Studies, UK. Her presentation talked about how 
municipal authorities with limited public funds face major challenges in providing adequate faecal 
sludge and wastewater management. She reflects on circular economy solutions such as resource 
recovery and reuse (RRR) have the potential to provide a win-win situation by reducing waste flows, 
ensuring environmental health and creating livelihoods. 
 

Snapshot of presentation by Solomie Gebrezgabher, International Water Management Institute (WMI), 

 
 
 



After the wonderful presentations by the renowned speakers, Dhruv Pasricha invited the speakers and 
attendees for an open discussion/ Q&A session to share their views on climate risk and vulnerability 
and how we can provide an opportunity for equitable access to resources and develop resilience for 
climate change in the African cities. The need for capacity building was also discussed, as to how a 
cohort of professionals can be developed to incorporate these modifications in town planning and 
water infrastructure strategies to address issues related to groundwater decline, urban flooding, 
water security and supply.  
 
Discussions were also held on how to incorporate inclusivity and access to water and sanitation 
infrastructure, and how it can strengthen resilience and reduce vulnerability to climate change. After 
the Q&A session, the webinar was concluded with a vote of thanks. 
 

Snapshot of Open Discussion and Q&A round between speakers and attendees 

 


