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When “Choice”, Migration is Not a Tragedy but an Adaptation Strategy.

But when “Necessity”, Migration can become a Tragedy arising from Environmental 

Degradation through Population Pressure on the Ecology.

The Nexus between Climate and Migration can be either.

Increasingly, Climate Emergency has become a “Driving Force” 

to make  Migration a “Necessity” and therefore a Tragedy both for migrants and the hosts.

Phase 1: Pre-1991 Phase 2: 1991-2001

Phase 3: 2001-2015 Phase 4: 2016-2030
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“Migrants caught in Crisis” is now a Generic 

Phenomenon that includes those hit by 

Disasters caused by Climate Emergency
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However, there is a North-South Divide of Migrants 

trying to cope with Tragedies triggered by 

Climate Change



National Policies must precede 

International Initiatives

THE TWO-WAY BINARY OF 

ENVIRONMENT-MIGRATION NEXUS 

NEEDS TO BE CENTRE-STAGED IN 

NATIONAL POLICIES FIRST BEFORE 

BEING TAKEN TO THE BILATERAL AND 

MULTILATERAL FORA



What Does World Migration Report 2020 

have to say about

National Policy Developments



India does not have a Comprehensive Migration Policy 

comprising both Immigration and Emigration!

The archaic 1922 Migration Policy still 

prevails.

There is a new Draft Emigration Bill 2019 to 

replace the Emigration Act 1983, yet to be 

adopted. Under migrants’ welfare and 

protection, it does not have any specific 

reference to the nexus between Migration 

and Climate/Environmental Emergencies.



I don’t know if India’s Policy on Climate Change and 

Environment addresses issues of Migration, 

whereas over 80% of countries surveyed by IOM do.

I believe it would have reference to Internal 

or Domestic Migration in the context of 

“Urbanization”.

As for International Migration, it ought to 

have addressed the issue of illegal 

migration from Bangladesh to India, 

particularly in Assam, due to floods as the 

Ganges-Brahmaputra-Padma delta feels 

the impact of sea-level changes.



What is required is A “Smart Engagement” of 

the Inter-Diaspora Youth Lobbying

in Global Migration Governance 

Two Preconditions need to be met by the GCM?

1. Save the Migrant-Data from “Dementia in Consular Practices” 

2. Introduce “Best-Before Dates” in all New Visa Policies to 

safeguard 

STABILITY in MIGRATION CHOICES 

made by the migrants in choosing their habitation

Two Innovations need to be put on the high-agenda of the GCM?

1. Encourage Permanent Residency through S-S Cooperation.

This would help stem abuse of Human Rights by

Promoting Temporary Return Contra Temporary Migration of 

Climate Refugees 

2. IDYC for Third-Country Migrants through S-S Cooperation 

in strengthening Multilateral Fora like 

the Colombo Process and the Abu-Dhabi Dialogue rather than 

Obsession with “Diaspora for Homeland Development”.
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The Need of the Hour is to Initiate an Instrument of Coping:

EAA: EQUITABLE ADVERSARY ANALYSIS

Inter-Diaspora Youth Cooperation (IDYC) should be added to 

GCM Objective No. 19 to specifically address the 

Tragedy of Climate Refugees

Indian Youth Migrants

In the Global South

INTER-DIASPORA LOBBYING IN 

GLOBAL NORTH
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3. South-South Youth 

Cooperation  between 

India & Bangladesh for 

Human Rights of 

Third-Country 

Migrants (TCM)



WHO CAN BE THE EFFECTIVE 

CATALYST?



HOPEFULLY THE FOURTH ESTATE?



Thank you


