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According to the provision of 3(41)
of Solid Waste Management Rules,

2016, “sanitary waste”
means wastes comprising of used
diapers, sanitary towels or napkins,
tampons, condoms, incontinence
sheets and any other similar waste.



Estimated generation of sanitary waste in India

925 TPD



Cont. 

Status as on 16.05.2022; Source SBM(U) Dashboard, MoHUA

Considering 3-
4 % of sanitary 

waste is 
contributing in 

total solid 
waste

Sanitary Waste 
generation

4,385 TPDa



Why is it difficult to manage sanitary waste?

Taboos and Myth
Low literacy rate 

and no awareness

Hardly any 
documentation and 

statistics  

Inadequate 
Infrastructure and 

services 



Sanitary waste management in India 



Consequences of 
mismanagement of sanitary 

waste 



Existing Legislative framework to support sanitary waste 
management

Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 ( Duties of consumers, local 
authorities, producers, private agencies and SPCB/PCC  ) 

Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) Guidelines 2015 (MHM 
options, MHM infrastructure, role of various  relevant stakeholders, the 
technical details of disposal methods) 

Central Pollution Control Board Guidelines 2018 (Disposal 
alternatives, the technical specifications and pollution control standards) 



Consequences of inconsistencies between existing legal 
framework



LARGE SCALE BIO-MEDICAL WASTE INCINERATOR 



Key Challenges associated with centralised sanitary waste 
management system 

Lack of source segregation 

Inadequate infrastructure and services 

Handling issues 

Capacity constraint

Financial constraint 



SMALL-SCALE DECENTRALISED INCINERATOR 



Key Challenges associated with decentralised sanitary waste 
management system 

Standards of decentralised incinerators 

Self certification 

Lack of technical guidance 

Taboo and myths associated with sanitary 
waste disposal 

Inappropriate placement of incinerators 

Disposal of ash

Functioning of incinerators  



Way forward to create a robust system for sanitary waste 
management 

• COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT 



• INVENTORY OF SANITARY PRODUCTS 



• ADDRESS INCONSISTENCY IN TERMINOLOGY

Source: CSWAP (  City Solid Waste Action Plan) template, MoHUA,2022



• STRENGTHENING EXISTING RULES AND GUIDELINES 



• RE-DESIGN EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE AND SERVICES



• EXTENSIVE IEC, BCC AND CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES



• COLLABORATE WITH OTHER ORGANIZATION



• PROMOTE ALTERNATIVE & ECO-FRIENDLY SANITARY PRODUCTS 



• DISCLOSURE OF COMPOSITION AND TESTING OF ECO-LABELLED SANITARY PRODUCTS 



• STANDARDIZE PROCUREMENT PROCEDURE

Source: Menstrual Waste Disposal In India, NFSSM,2020.  



• REGULAR MONITORING

Source: CSE 2022- Public Park  in Gurugram  





Current Capacity of Incinerators in India

• There are 207
operational common
biomedical waste
treatment facilities
(CBWTFs) in India with a
total incineration capacity
of 621 TPD.

• As per CSE study, the
generation of sanitary
napkins and baby diapers
is estimated 925 TPD.
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