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UNEARTH
EDITORIAL

Dichotomy of the Visible
Whether it is the issue of climate change, or forest
conservation, pollution, or hunger or even the gender divide,
the common denominator is that there are people who are
beyond being held accountable. They are too big, too
powerful, too rich , too well connected. But history shows that
if things are to change, there must always be a coming
together of all affected. This time round however, even those
who are not directly affected must come together , if we are,
in anyway, meant to survive. And this coming together has
begun.
All of us, in some way or the other, have been influenced by
those before us, our parents, our teachers, mentors who
exposed us from a young age to the dichotomy visible around
us, and taught us how to observe the many ways in which
this fault line manifests itself . And they did not stop here.
We were also sensitised to it and taught to connect to
everything around us on a personal level.
Here we have a result of this awareness- a diverse collection
of first hand experiences, narrated with sensitivity. These
experiences
are
marked
with
an
element
of
interconnectedness. From organic farming to economic self
sufficiency, to rights on forests and natural resources, all
stories here vividly display that no issue is an isolated one,
you cannot pick one up without coming face to face the
others.
From sensitivity and awareness, comes intelligent discourse
and from that a power to discern as to where action should
begin. It is now our turn to join the movement, our turn to
work towards turning the tide. The baton has been passed.
Pankaj Menon
Priyanjali Sanyal.
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Powerplay
in the
Himalayas

Conflicts over dams, development and community rights
I GAURAV MADAN

W

rapped in handmade grey
woolen jacket over chola
and a cotton dhoti barely
covering his thin-muscular legs,
Balram Singh, a Gaddi shepherd,
adjusted his traditional Gaddi cap
while blowing air through a pipe to
intensify the tiny kitchen fire
covered on three sides with clay.
Meanwhile, Lakhanpal, one of his
three partners was busy puffing the
smoke out of jadu (as they called
their tiny cigar) keeping a close eye
on their flock of over hundred sheep
and even more goats. “Head count
is 324” replied Lakhanpal when
asked for their total, “secured by
four dogs. Snow leopards, we don’t
see many of them around anymore.”
As a Gaddi shepherd from
Mandi at his ripe age, Balram,
migrates to Lahaul with onset of
summer and would walk for
another two months as nomad with
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cattle grazing in pastures of
Government forests situated on
high mountains following the
traditional route inherited through
the bartandari (customary) right.
Cattle would eventually be sold in
the process subject to a fair deal
while crude wool yields are sold
twice
every
year
providing
substantial economic returns. Like
other Gaddis, Balram too owns a
considerable piece of land, three
acres, that his son used to plough
until last year. What changed last
year
was
an
ambiguous
premonition as he described in his
words “vides gaya saki seekhne,
pata nahi kab lautega. Par haan,
paise achhe milenge” (he’s gone
abroad (Switzerland) to learn skiing.
I’m not sure of his return, but he’d
get good money).
The Himalayan Ski Village
Conundrum
Whole of Himachal was stunned
in 2006 when Ajay Dabra, a former

hotel owner (turned one of directors
of project), teamed up with Alfred
Ford, great grandson of Henry Ford
of Ford Motor Company, under his
company ABF International to fulfill
a $300 million dollar dream of a ski
village in the heart of Manali, 570
kilometers away from the capital.
Right
from
its
emergence,
Himalayan Ski Village drew large
scale opposition of locals due to its
gargantuan size despite of the
promise that Managing Director,
John Sims, stated as 'First we plan
to
hold
international
ski
tournaments and are aiming to hold
nothing less than the Winter
Olympics'.
From vast tracts of high-altitude
Trans-Himalayan desert to dense
green deodar forests, from apple
orchards to cultivated terraces,
from snow capped high Himalayan
mountain ranges to snow fed lakes
and gushing rivers of Himachal
Pradesh, Manali - known for its

picture post card location contributes a major share to 90
lakh tourists flocking to the holy
state every season. Himalayan Ski
Village,
funded
by
Asian
Development Bank (ADB), promises
to increase the tourism by several
folds supported by 700-plus hotel
rooms of four, five and seven star
classes, villas and condominiums,
shopping complexes, restaurants,
2,420 seat food court, luxurious
spa facilities apart from skiing and
winter sports facilities.
Though
Ford
denied
any
displacement of villagers, which
seems a distant thought given the
magnitude of project, what left
locals disconsolate is the fact that
government is favoring a project
that will not only have an adverse
impact on the environment but also
on the livelihood of thousands, as
cited by BJP's former chief minister,
Prem Kumar Dhumal in a press
conference. A glance through some
of the clauses of the MoU is enough
to reveal that the government has
heavily short changed public and
the state’s interest for a project that
seems to be a property development
plan for huge private profits.
Irrevocable rights to use water,
power and land without the
provisions of Section 118 of the HP
Land Reforms Act being applicable
is what shocked the residents of the
proposed project area and have
been the key reason for suspicion
and protests. HPLRA was passed in
1972 to facilitate the transfer of
land to tillers and to ensure
distribution of land to tenants and
the
landless.
Essentially
a
protective mechanism, Section 118
of the Act restricted the buying and
selling of land by non-Himachalis in

It’s tough to understand
the politics behind the
functioning of hydro
electricity plants. Where a
huge conspiracy is involved
in government plants,
Larji’s report will unfold a
history rotten in scams.
GUMAN SINGH
Him Neeti Abhiyan

the state. The implementation of
this Act in the state was quick and
successful, despite the fact that
over the years non-state residents
have figured out ways to bypass
this restriction, often in connivance
with local administration.
However, the last decade or so
has seen the increasing trend in the
transfer of land to industry – from
proxy land holdings and leasing
land from government on 99-yearlease agreements, still violating
another dozen of regulations
modified timely as per the comfort.
Local legislator Maheshwar
Singh, who has been opposing the
project since it was conceived, said
it went against the traditional
culture of the area. The project’s

chief promoter however, is upbeat.
‘The design of the resort will merge
with the traditional Himalayan
architecture of wood and stone
houses with slate roofs. What we
are promoting through this is ecotourism,” said Dabra denying the
allegations.
After a legal battle lasting over
two years, the Himachal Pradesh
High Court last June not only set
aside the BJP government's order
scrapping the project but also
pointed out serious procedural
flaws on its part demanding fresh
clearances including Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report.
So far, no official of Himalayan
Ski Village has openly contacted the
government to restart the project
once it was plugged by efforts of
‘Him Neeti Abhiyan’ (HNA) lead by
Kulbhushan
Upamanyu
and
Guman Singh and Jan Jagran
Evam Vikas Samiti, Kullu. However,
what can’t be overlooked are hightech gondolas being installed along
with the many dams clogging the
whole of Beas, Satluj and Ravi
rivers. Educated but virtually
unemployed village youth are lining
up to get trained on skiing. Ski
Village
promises
to
generate
employment for over 40,000 -- but
as guides, trainers or porters, which
is
against
the
traditional Himachal
paradigm of selfsustenance.
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On their part, gaddis such as
Balram are worried that their
pastures will be encroached if the
Ski Village is constructed, forests
will be chopped, thousand-year-old
routes would be mobbed, blocking
their main source of livelihood.
Tourism: Altering fates
It wasn’t until the early 1970s that
plains folk began to flock to the
Himalayas in search of new homes
and vacation spots; a period was
marked by the late Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi’s privileging of
‘development’ over environment at
the 1972 Stockholm Conference.
Locals saw this as a more
lucrative livelihood option that
earned better and faster than
orchards, farm yields and fodder.
Farmlands morphed into hotels and
resorts, and within a short time,
Himachal was everyone’s prime
destination, putting great stress on
space, on natural resources. The
numbers are telling: the number of
visitors to the Kullu-Manali circuit
alone grew from 38,000 in 1975 to
1,30,000 in 1985 and visitations
were projected to be 250,000 by
1990 that actually soared to
40,00,000 in 2009. And this fumes
a debate, how much load can
Himalayas afford?
Ski Village plans to flatten the
forests that bind the slope’s soil
together and convert the entire
Rohtang valley into a lake. If that
were not enough, the rampant
construction, energy needs, waste
generated,
the
biodiversity
impacted, and in short, the
environmental impact would be
huge – somewhat akin to the Swiss
fantasy to produce artificial snow in
the summer to make skiing
available year-round to tourists.
What kind of development paradigm
do we follow for a place as high as
14,000 ft to meet the excruciating
power
demand
and
dispose
scaffolding waste holdings?
Hydropandemonium: Power politics
Himachal exports electricity to the
cities, farmlands and factories in
the plains. In recent decades, the
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We, as locals, are not
against declaring Great
Himalayan National Park as
world heritage. All we
want is, it should be done
with a consensus keeping
villagers’ interest in mind
BIRBAL
Tourist Guide, GHNP

state has dammed many streams
that gush through the valleys, and
has plans to build 239 dams,
leaving hardly any natural flow
intact of any river or major stream
in the state.
Such rampant construction of
dams has had its dangers – a
classical
example
of
such
mismanagement is the recent
tragedy at Larji dam. Owned by
government, with an installed
capacity of 126 MW, the dam
authorities were asked to reduce
the power to only 32 MW. With an
inadequate
warning
system,
officials completely shut down the
plant releasing water into buffer
canals, leading to the deaths of
student tourists who were caught in
the sudden flow downstream.
Where Larji plant gurgled water
because of overflow and sand
mining, at the same time Jaypee’s
privately
owned
dam
was
generating 1168 MW of power
against the permitted 1000 MW.
The Larji tragedy led to demands
by
activists
for
action
by
government agencies. Activists such
as Guman Singh of HNA (Him Neeti

Abhiyan),
and
Kulbhushan
Upamanyu, filed RTI applications
demanding a white paper on power
production of all the privatelyowned plants over a period of three
years. A CBI investigation was also
announced following the harsh
criticism received from throughout
the country and abroad on the
poorly managed investigation of the
tragedy.
It is clear that the narrative on
‘development’ has taken on urgency
in these parts. A ‘Modi’fied India will
be aggressive with meeting energy
demands of industry, fast-tracking
the environment clearances of the
239 proposed hydel projects.
Ranged
against
this
development
imperative
are
activists such as Guman Singh,
who as member of HNA for 10 years
now, was also one of the chief
protagonists - along with fellow
activists Raju Bharati, B.S. Rana
and Dileram Shabab, a 92-year-old
former
local
legislator
who
spearheaded the opposition - to
demand the exclusion of Tirthan
valley from the 11 proposed dam
projects. Tirthan is home to
Scandinavian trout that dwell in
cold flowing waters. Such activism
has paid at least a token dividend –
it has managed to preserve Tirthan
as Himachal’s only non-dammed
fresh water source.
Home to several rare and
threatened species including the
Western Tragopan, Chir Pheasant,
Snow Leopard, Himalayan Musk
Deer, Asiatic Black Bear, Himalayan
Tahr, Blue Sheep and Serow, The
Great Himalayan National Park
(GHNP) - situated at the confluence
of Oriental and Palaearctic realms
around Parvati and Tirthan exhibits a cleaner sense of tourism.
However, Birbal, a local tourist
guide from Bathad, about 20-km
from Banjar town, said villages have
transformed since the time the
GHNP was proposed in 1994.
Deeper in the forests, locals are now
denied access to firewood and
valuable herbs. Birbal administers
a ‘zero-waste’ eco-tourism resort on
the banks of the Tirthan river. I

A ‘heritage’ sans relevance
I IRA CHAKRABORTY
The Great Himalayan National
Park Conservation Area (GHNPCA),
spread over 905.40-sq km, home
to several rare and threatened
species of flora and fauna, was
declared as a World Heritage Site
for its 'exceptional natural beauty'
and 'conservation of biological
diversity.’ Sanjeeva Pandey, the
state's Chief Conservator of
Forests and delegate from India
said, “GHNPCA is a place for
physical, mental and spiritual well
being of Himachalis and the people
of Planet Earth. The uplifted status
of the park is an appreciation of
the natural and historic fabric of
the Western Himalayas”.
The IUCN (International Union
for
Conservation
of
Nature)
presented recommendations and
evaluations to the World Heritage
Committee during its 38th meeting
from June 15 to 25 in Doha, Qatar.
As a result, there are now 32 sites
World Heritage Sites, 25 cultural
sites and seven natural sites, in
India inscribed by the UNESCO.
Recently ‘Ran ki Vav’, an 11th
century step well in Patan,
Gujarat, was added to the list, as
an exceptional example of water
resource management and for its
aesthetic value.
The area was declared as
National Park under Wildlife
(Protection Act) 1972 by the

Himachal Pradesh Government in
1999 thus the communities residing
within do not enjoy electric power or
road connectivity. There are about
141 villages and 1362 families with a
population of 9694 living in the
buffer zone of GHNP as per
UNESCO. Now, as a World Heritage
sight, people would be forced to
forfeit collecting fuel wood, herbs
and fodder for cattle.
Va r i o u s
NGOs like the GHNP's Committee for
Protection of Forest Rights, Friends
of Tirthan, Sahara and Himalayan
Niti Abhiyan have been working for
locals, livelihoods and land in the
Himalayan region. Sheena Thakur, a
resident of Banjar and activist at
Himalayan Niti Abhyan says, “Life as
we know it, will most definitely be
destroyed.” Currently, the position
on people’s religious and grazing
rights in the buffer zone is
ambiguous. Also, it is an important
pilgrimage route wherein villagers
worship over 365 deities and is home
to smaller sacred groves celebrating
saints. Guman Singh, convener of
the Himalayan Niti Abhiyan (a
collective of grass root people’s
resistance defending livelihood
connected with the environment and
social equity with mountain specific
sustainable policies) says that even
though the Anderson report of 1864
was made for the settlement of rights
of few families, majorities of people
have received no compensation from
the government.

Major infrastructural ventures and
tourism activities have caused
deforestation and infringed or
limited the rights of locals and
thus, strong voices opposing the
status of the park and against
recent development practices have
emerged. The communities are
resisting against the limitless
exploitation of natural resources,
destruction of local ecology,
limiting
rights,
threatening
agriculture, horticulture through
mega
hydroelectric
projects,
forceful land acquisitions.
Himalayan Niti Abhiyan is
challenging the growing capitalistic
ventures
and
individualistic
attitudes in the area, organising
and promoting the community
under the slogan of “Livelihood
through Conservation,” all of
which they hope will empower
people with community control
over commons, and thereby restore
the biodiversity in the area.
As a world heritage site, GHNP
has
immense
potential
for
ecotourism in Tirthan and JhibhiSoja. The government banned
hydropower projects in Tirthan in
2005, because Tirthan and its
tributaries are home to the trout
fish.
New
plans
concerning
conservation have not been
proposed by the government,
thus a rampant ecotourism boost
maybe
destructive
for
the
environment. I

Inside the National Park
Protected by high peaks and ridges on its northern, eastern and
southern boundaries, GHNP is home to several rare and
threatened species including the Western Tragopan, Chir
Pheasant, Snow Leopard, Himalayan Musk Deer , Asiatic Black
Bear, the vulnerable Himalayan Tahr, Blue Sheep and Serow.
The national park covers the glacial terrain and the source of
westerly flowing JiwaNal, Sainj and Tirthan Rivers and the
north- westerly flowing Parvati River. Its forests consist of
extensive stands of oak, blue pine, West Himalayan silver fir,
spruce, and Himalayan cedar; broad-leaf forests contain horse

chestnut, rhododendron arboretum, and pure patches of birch
at higher altitude, yew, a rich variety of shrubs and patches of
ringal bamboo, shrubs, juniper, berberis, cotoneaster,
vibernum, rosa (at 3,700 m) and alpine flora like Betula utilis
above 4,000 m. At GNHP, local activist groups such as Friends of
Tirthan and the Biodiversity Management Committee, fear
UNESCO’s World Heritage tag will extract a heavy price. Locals,
who spent generations nurturing the forests, fear they will be
forced to cede control of what they customarily own - the scared
groves, pastures and agriculture lands and access to forests.
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KOTHI
REPORTING

I ISHITA JALAN

G

oogle search- “tourism in Manali”, 86, 90,000
links in 0.49 seconds. A tourist is spoilt for
choice.
Tourism in India is suppose to assure solution to
economic growth of Incredible India. Kothi, a small
village 16 km from Manali with a population of about
600 has seen a tourism boom in the past few decades.
Land holdings are small
(approx 4-5 bigha- 1 acre =
5 bighas) yet enough to
sustain all.
Potatoes and rajma line
the field, a few sheep, huge
pile of fire wood can be seen
in front of two storeyed
painted brick and concrete
homes.
Sunita
Devi
informed,
“Firewood
collection and storage is a
community
activity.
Dispute
on
sharing
firewood? Na na…”
Kothi
is
evolving
economically and socially.
Tourism is the mainstay for
this village. From April to
August locals are tourist guides, taxi drivers,
organisers of adventure activity or shop owners selling
coat-boots or other basic commodities. During these
five months they earn for all twelve. Neetu Devi, a 22
year old girl pursuing B.Ed in Hindi tells, “My brothers
work all day in tourism industry. But I want to be a
school teacher. My brothers left school after class ten.
Youth here are opting for easy money. They earn
enough to see us through till the next season.”
With more money flowing in the hands of younger
generation a gradual shift from the tradition and
culture is visible. Earlier farming and animal
husbandry made the village self reliant. But it is
markets that they are dependent on.
Year 2010 Kullu was visited by 2499599 tourists.
Unregulated tourism companies are sprouting all over
Kullu. More and more hotel are coming up each year.

8
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Neetu Devi whose brothers work as travel
agents (above) and firewood stacked outside her
house for community use (left)

And so are the tourists.
Money is coming so are its ills.
Reena Devi, Neetu’s neighbour shows
her marks and says, “My husband
beats me when drunk. Earlier this was
unheard of. But this is rampant now”.
It has been a tradition to share local homemade
brew for all ceremonies. But gradually this is getting
lost as younger generation prefer the factory variety.
Gaurav Kumar, a finance postgraduate who has
returned from the city to live on his family farm says,
“Soon we will lose the art of making wines at home and
be dependant on factory made brew. This is a pity.”
Harold D. Lasswell (American political scientist and
communications theorist), says, “transformation in
perceiving and achieving wealth-oriented behaviour
entails nothing less than the ultimate reshaping of all
social values, such as power, respect, rectitude,
affection, well-being, skill, and enlightenment”.
One wonders, will Kothi too have neighbours who
will not care for each other? Will there be no sharing of
fire wood? Will the women be abused all the more? Is
this better lifestyle? At what cost? I

Pay for your Right
Why are we spending money on water, which is our natural right?
I NAVEEN GADHVI

O

n our trek to Gulaba in
Kothi village in Himachal
Pradesh, we saw plastic
waste in the gorge flowing below
and also strewn around in places,
which was interesting given that
plastic has been banned in the
state. Yet, we saw so much of
Plastic. Sadder still, the beautiful
landscape was getting spoilt. At a
higher point we saw the waterfall
and realised that the water flowing
downstream was the same source of
the water supplied to us for
drinking as well as for other
purposes. Also that this is the water
which people bottle after minimal
filtering and sell at a premium
price. Ironic. Bottling free water and
earning an obscene profit on it after
negligible expenditures. The source
of water for Kothi village is from the

river Beas and from the river Sutlej.
And fresh water can be bought in a
bottle for Rs15. The consumer is
paying for free water. But the main
question is why are we spending
money on water, which is our
natural right?
The locals harness water and
use it for drinking, domestic and
washing purposes. There is no
different system of drinking water
and water used for domestic and
other purposes as is commonly seen
in cities. Why can’t we also apply
such a system where we use our
water resources in a more judicious
manner?
And where does the plastic
bottle go? Look around.
The major issue here is of
garbage management. In Himachal
you are prohibited to throw waste in
public drains and sewage and out
in the public. The need of the hour

is to cut down our wastage. What if,
instead of throwing the bottle away,
we recycle the bottle? What if the
empty bottles are bought back for a
nominal price? It would incentivise
not littering.
This would secure a certain
amount of income for the person
collecting the bottles at the same
time significantly reduce the
amount
of
plastic
in
the
environment. There could be strict
imposition of returning the water
bottles.
Also, the recycling of plastic
water bottles will not only help us in
one way but two ways. First the
recycling process would generate
income for the poor and the second
is that we will then not dump
plastic into the environment, which
will keep our environment clean
and also we would be more ecocentric towards nature. I
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URBAN GROWTH
I SHUBHNEET GROVER

Welcome to Hauz Khas
Village, a perri urban
village in the midst of
Delhi, is the epitome of
luxury,consumption,
consumerism and high
end demands. As one
walks through the
village, one is
mesmerized by the life
and the culture of this
party hub and fashion
destination of the elite.
There is a restaurant at
every nook and corner.
But are they regulated?

HAUZ KHAS:
A

paradise
of
the
Delhi
butterflies,
a
tourist
destination for the firangs, the
village with a style, a village not
similar to a village that we saw in
Himachal and Punjab during our
field visit.
It’s there in the name- Hauz
“Khas”, special and dear to the Delhi
population. This place rapidly grew
due to its “hot” location, real estate
booming to greater heights, the
village inhabitants had land that
they could sell to the hungry
business class trying to make money
from these innovative business
ventures.
From tattoo studios, to designer
boutiques to bakery shops to café
houses-you name it and you have it.
To grab a quick bite, or to have a
chilled beer in this sweltering heat of
Delhi, to the chilly winter mornings
on the terrace cafes with a coffee and
a smoke.

10 AFS • JUNE 2014

The village caters to the
younger population, the free souls,
to the music lovers, where every
shade of our generation gets
together and closer for no apparent
reason.
The village, despite of its
growing popularity, is not well
managed. It is reported that 44
eateries in the village of which only
36 have health trade licences and
just 2 have a ‘no objection
certificate’ from Delhi Fire Safety
Services. Increase in footfall has led
to opening up of more and more
eateries in this area. As a result
there is rampant unauthorised
construction. When questioned,
most of the owners claim that their
building is apparently covered by
Delhi special laws as it was
purportedly constructed before
master plan 2007 came into effect.

the area. It was reported media that
the NGT had earlier shut down all
eateries in Haus Khas village for five
days after it was found that they did
not have consent to operate and
have been discharging their waste
untreated into the drains.
During the course of the
inspections by Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC) officials
in July and August, it was found
that only one restaurant complied
to rules. For any eatery to function,
an
approval
from
various
organizations like the South
Corporation, Delhi Police, excise
department and Delhi Fire Service
is necessary. However, the tribunal
on September 25, 2013 granted
“conditional approval” to operate
only to those eateries that had
installed effluent treatment plants

highlighted in the recent fire that
gutted a restaurant in the area.
Most restaurants do not have fire
safety equipment, but restaurant
owners, however, poo-pooh this
claim. “For us, customer safety is
very important. We have taken all
necessary approvals and installed
fire safety equipment,” a restaurant
owner said.
Restaurant with sitting capacity
of 50 or more needs clearance from
Delhi Fire Service. So far, only 2
restaurants
have
clearance
according to media reports. The

Out of the 44
eateries in the
village, only 02
have a NOC
from Delhi
Fire Services.

KHAAS ANYMORE?
Pankaj Sharma, a former resident of
the village and head of a non-profit
organisation,
Centre
for
Transforming India, had filed a
petition before the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) in July 2013,
highlighting the absence of sewage
disposal and severe air pollution
caused by power generators in the
area. Sharma, in his petition, had
listed 33 restaurants which have
been violating various norms under
the Environmental Protection Act
1986, Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981 and Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1974.
“As the market has come up in
an unplanned manner, it does not
have a good civic infrastructure.
The staircases in most buildings are
extremely narrow, there is no
drainage system and public toilets
are
unheard
of,”
complains
Ghanshyam, a local resident from

or were in the process of installing
them, but clarified that the
permission to operate would be
subject to final decision of the DPCC
which would verify if the treatment
plants are functioning properly.
Effluent Treatment Plants (ETP)
are installed and are supposed to be
regularly monitored. However, when
this reporter went, he found that
the pipes connecting various units
in ETP were disconnected and
hanging loose from their units.
Sources inform that even if the
paperwork submitted by the owner
is complete, the officers have to be
bribed very often in order to get the
license. According to a source one
needs to shell around 4000-5000
rupees in order to get a food safety
licence.
To top it all, the whole area is
vulnerable to fires and in case of a
fire emergency, it is difficult to
reach the spot as the lanes are
extremely
narrow.
This
was

roads are so narrow that at some
places the width is less than 2
metres which makes commuting for
cars very difficult. Parking and
enchroachment are another issues.
There are no public toilets and
most commercial buildings have
narrow staircases and don’t have
proper emergency exits. As, this
perri urban village is not connected
to piped water groundwater is also
being exploited depleting water
table and water level of the lake
after which it is named.
There is an need to have a
single agency look into the issues of
urban villages which have become
completely commercialized. As a
local resident said, “Since different
departments don’t coordinate there
is a lot of confusion which leads to
delayed decision making regarding
the working of restaurants. There is
a
need to check commercial
activity and take steps to make the
market safe.” I
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License to Plunder
Reality Behind Commission Agents
I SHANOO PRIYA GARG

T

hey exist, and are more than
reality. They are thriving in
the shadows of the wheat
crops that wave in the breeze. They
thrive on poor farmers who trust
them. They are certified by the
government. They are employed by
huge
multinational
agro
companies. And they are the
COMMISSION AGENTS. These
men and women have turned out
to be the biggest beneficiaries of
the chemical farming techniques.
While multinational companies
control most of the agricultural
input market, commission agents
appointed by the government are
the players who actually dominate
Indian agriculture at the microlevel. They are licensed by the
Government, to buy produce from
the farmers at guaranteed prices.
But the ground reality of their roles
are something quite different.
Gaurav Sharma, a volunteer with
Kheti Virasat Mission, an NGO that
deals with farmers and farming
issues, says, “The Commission
Agent-Farmer partnership plays a
very
important
part
in
agriculture today. Along with their
primary
objective
of
buying
produce from farmers on behalf of
the government, they have also
become distributors of seed and
pesticide companies, as well as
being the medium of loan
disbursal from large banks to the
individual farmers.”
Most farmers also take informal
personal loans at high interest
rates from these agents, for
weddings, buying new machinery,
appliances, and building houses.
These agents are
licensed by
government, and thus they are
trusted by farmers. MNCs seeking
to expand their business, give
them hefty targets to accomplish.
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All this makes them more
powerful.
Being effectively the single
point of contact with individual
farmers, most of the know-how the
farmer gets (along with the amount
of each chemical input prescribed)
is from these commission agents.
The agents are in turn pushed
with achieving unrealistic targets
by
multinational
companies,
forcing the farmer to use more
input than actually required.
“Fertilizers are in short supply
in India at present.
If say, a
farmer needs to secure a truck of
fertilizer, he is forced to buy 2
trucks of pesticide along with it by
the Commission Agents. While
this adds to the debt burden in the
farming community, there is
another persistent problem that
arises from it, and is not aired
enough,” adds Gaurav.
Research has shown that
excessive use of fertilizers and
pesticides are taking toll. Since the
advent of the Green Revolution
nearly 30 years ago, the ground
water and soil has become
contaminated with considerable
amounts of toxic chemicals in
several agricultural areas in the
state of Punjab.
Gurpreet, a farming enthusiast
and long-time volunteer with Kheti
Virasat Mission, tells us, “I know of
so many villages where the
reproductive health in farming
communities as a whole has been
drastically damaged. More and
more children are born with
disabilities and birth defects than
ever before. While reports linking
cancer to pesticide use in Punjab
now abound, there is little data
available that exposes the ground
realities.”
But fertilizer sales goes on. Till
then commission agents make
untold profits. I

SHELLING OUT BUCKS:

Success story in making
Youth and old in India are seeking help from nature to till their land
I AMANJIT SINGH

COST COMPARISON

(All figures per acre of Land)

Organic
is
the
buzzword.
Especially so in today’s times
when consumers world over are
connected and know the fallouts of
chemical farming. Meanwhile, as
catastrophes of chemical farming
has earned India’s bread bowl,
Punjab, the tag of cancer capital,
things are not as dark as they
seem, with some very interesting
farming initiatives popping up.
Of which Nabha Organic Group
is one such. Initiated by the
former royalty of Nabha, The
Nabha Organic Group of farmers
was formed in 2012 with help of
Kheti Virasat Mission - a collective
of small and medium organic
farmers around Nabha tehsil in
Patiala district. The main objective
of this collective is to help each
farmer in doing organic farming
and
spreading
word
about
alternate methods of farming. The
group has also ventured into
selling their products under the
same banner to get better cost and
uniformity in sales. This group
represents 136 farmers with
approximate land holding of 200
acres under organic farming. The
foundation not only provides
monetary support for certification
but also organizes the workshops
and lectures for farmers too.
The group has many successful
organic farmers like Inderjit Singh
of village Saholi, who has
experience of about twelve years of
doing the organic farming in his
five acres of land and sustaining it
with eighteen desi cows. But
earlier, Inderjit, was a chemical
farmer. He was a non believer in
the organic way. A skeptic, who
switched to organic farming at the
behest of his friends at the
foundation. And then, there was
no looking back. “My sons work in

the cities in high paying jobs and
they say I am wasting time tiling
my land,” says Inderjit.
There are many others –
Gaurav Sharma, who left his job at
Syngenta to campaign for organic
farming.
Gautam
Singh,
a
photojournalist who quit his job in
Mumbai. Gurpreet, who took over
his family farm to start his own
little organic endeavour. Youth and
old in Punjab are seeking help
from worms, caterpillars, weeds,
birds, leaves, husk et al to till their
land. And are slowly breaking even

NABHA has many successful
organic farmers like Inderjit
Singh of village Saholi, who has
experience of about twelve
years of doing the organic
farming in his five acres of land
and sustaining it with eighteen
desi cows
with profits too. And most
importantly for them it is a
spiritual journey to provide
healthy food to their families and
friends and not poison that they
were reaping earlier. As Gaurav
very rightly says, “My boss told me
that every 7th tomato that is
produced on this earth is from the
Syngenta seed. Instead of making
me feel awed like he expected it to,
it really worried and got me
thinking as to where a small
farmer gets his seeds from.” I
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FRESH FROM THE TERRACE
A silent revolution is taking place in Kerala’s rooftops
I SANJEEVI RAJ

S

he heads straight from office
while her friends stop by the
vegetable
vendors.
She
smirks at the sight of green dyed
peas, seedless papayas, and
pesticide
coated
brinjal.
On
reaching home, she heads straight
to the terrace and replenishes her
daily supply of vegetables from
assorted plants that occupy her
terrace. Meet fourty two year old
Vimala,
an
accountant
by
profession, and is also one of the
many thousands of people who have
taken up terrace farming in Kerala’s
metropolis, Kochi.
Similar to Vimala’s terrace
garden, a silent revolution is taking
place across the rooftops in Kerala.
Thousands of families in the state
have converted terraced roof of their
houses into micro farms, where
they grow organic vegetables, free
from chemical fertilizers and
pesticides. And unlike in other
states, where terrace-farming is an
urban fad, in Kerala
the practice is fast
becoming
a
part
of
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people’s life in both urban and rural
areas alike, as the circumstances
demand it.
Things sparked off when the
cancer registry registry at the
Regional
Cancer
Centre,
Thiruvananthapuram, showed that
in Kerala diet is responsible for 20
per cent of cancer cases, and it is
estimated that 35,000 new cases
are reported every year in the state
with a population of a little over 35
million.
Against this backdrop, the state
health authorities, in association
with
non-governmental
organizations
and
residents’
associations, conducted regular
programme to promote healthy diet
practices. Kerala depends almost
fully on neighbouring Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka for vegetables,
fruits, milk, meat and eggs. These
vegetables and fruits are marinated
in deadly synthetic pesticides, while
meat, milk and eggs are awash with
veterinary drugs

and hormones.
“Kerala
consumers
prefer
vegetables and fruit with no fly-bite
marks. So farmers in Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka spray pesticides at
close
intervals
in
higher
concentration for vegetables and
fruit meant for Kerala market,” said
Muthuswamy, an agent for Theni
(Tamil Nadu) farmers in Kochi
vegetable and fruit whole sale
markets.
With this knowledge going
public, the State Directorate of
health services (DHS), went under
the pressure from consumers and
various fora, and collected samples
from vegetables and fruit stalls from
all parts of the state and had them
tested at Government Analysis
Laboratory in Thiruvananthapuram
for pesticide residues. And the
results were alarming. All the 85
samples tested contained high
levels of pesticide residue belonging
to organochloro, organophosphate
and carbofuran groups.
To end this daily dose of poison,
people went on a lookout for a
viable option for growing pesticidefree vegetables on their residential
premises. And as open spaces are
shrinking in the state like
any other part in India,
terrace
farming
landed
as
the
ultimate solution.

“Initially it was an isolated effort by
individuals and small groups. It
reaped a rich and thus the idea
sprouted in several minds. Now it is
a trend. Rooftops of houses in semiwild areas like Idukki and
Wayanad, and major cities like
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi and
Kozhikode are dotted with fruit and
vegetable laden plants,” said
Gopakumar,
a
retired
PWD
superintending engineer, who has
been into terrace farming for over
10 years.
With more and more people
jumping into the bandwagon, the
scramble for quality seeds, inputs
and tips on organic farming also
grew. At many places, residents’
associations initially came forward
to help them and they mainly took
care of the training and awareness
part.
Enthused
by
people’s
participation, several government
local bodies have got into it. They
now supply seeds and manure free
of charge, and has now morphed
into a prestigious initiative of the
government. The State Horticulture
Mission and the Vegetable and Fruit
Promotion Council of Kerala
(VFPCK), state and aided agencies,
assist people in setting up rooftop
vegetable farms.
All that needs to be done is to
make a call to the organisation
expressing interest in terrace
farming. The VFPCK staff drop in at
the house and set up the garden.
Though it costs Rs 2,000 for a unit
consisting of 25 saplings of five
vegetables-tomato, brinjal, ladies
finger, bitter gourd and snake
gourd- planted in grow bags, the
agency charges only Rs 500 and the
rest is subsidy.
“This service is now available
only in Kochi city, but if the
customers living outside the city
can bear the transportation costs,
we will render our service,” said
VFPCK senior official Kavitha S
Nair. The VFPCK brought 12,500
households in Kochi city under
rooftop farming scheme called
“Green City” in June with the help
of
Ernakulam
District
Agri
Horticulture Society and the

Vegetable and Fruit
Promotion Council of
Kerala (VFPCK) brought
12,500 households in
Kochi city under rooftop
farming scheme

Ernakulam
District
Residents
Association Apex Council (EDRAAC)
and Residents’ Apex Council of
Ernakulam (RACE).
“The response is immense. Every
day we are getting several calls
requesting for saplings and farming
tips. The demand is so high that it
outmatches our capacity,” said
Kavitha. The VFPCK also supplies
saplings
of
vegetables
like
cauliflower and cabbage in Kochi
and are the star attractions for
the farmers, she said. Recently,
the scheme was extended to all the
14 districts in the state, including
12 municipalities in Ernakulam
district.
The VFPCK now makes vermicompost and supplies it to
customers in Kochi. “We have only
very limited capacity to manufacture manure, but this type of care
and attention will boost farmers’

morale,” extension officer Indu K
Paul said. Last year, the State
Horticulture Mission successfully
launched the scheme in 15,000
households
in
Thiruvananthapuram with the assistance of
the city corporation.
Several NGOs are also active in
terrace farming at many places in
the state. The City Farmer Kochi is
one such organisation. It not only
supplies saplings and inputs, but
also clears all doubts and gives
directions to farmer over phone and
through e-mail.
The Kerala Agricultural Development
Society
(KADS)
at
Thodupuzha buys the excess
produce from its terrace farmers at
premium price. “We have given
them assurance that if their
produce becomes excess, the
society will buy them at a premium
price. So far, we could maintain our
commitment. We don’t think it will
create any problem for us as there
is a big demand for organic
vegetables and fruits,” said KADS
secretary Jose Kuruvila.
“Our aim is to produce 1,000
tonnes of vegetables from terrace
farming annually by 2015,’’ said a
top official in the Agriculture
Department. If the scheme can
maintain its present pace, it is not a
wishful thinking.I

UNEARTH • JUNE 2014 15

KALEIDOSCOPE
“Sustainability has no ability but
Humanity has all the ability“

“Why are we worried about the earth
suddenly?All we have to worry about is
ourselves, the earth always has &always
will take care of itself”

“Sustainability is the need of the hour.
Without sustainable development, the
future of the human race look bleak “
“The space seems to reduce to hidden corners
and seize to deliver any surprise. But actions
speak louder than metaphor less words”

“The lone green passsage to development
trails through the road where sociology
corresponds the sciences”

I will be more optimistic about
my future if man stopped
interfering in nature’s processes

“I feel, Ownership is the
missing link between the man
and environment”

“If you hear the ferocious
water, you would never dare to
silence it”

“It is shocking that we are
fighting our own government
for saving our environment”

“It is all interconnected.
Nothing is in isolation”

“Literacy leads to illiteracy in some fields ,
traditional knowledge system are downgraded ,
modern education promotes capitalist discourses”

“Mountains are assets of a county, spreading
love and care quietly in the environment”

“Waterfalls, Valleys and lush
Greenery- brings out a wave of
nostalgia”

“The solution lies in living within
the environment, in harmony with
all its multiple facets”
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“The day is not far when nature
will take over again”

"The impact of global warming are such that i have
no hesitation in describing it as a weapon of mass
destruction" sir john houghton. the guardian”

“Equality and spirtuality two ways of
moving forward in life”

5 yards and myriad expression
He wove. A weaver, an artist, a husband, day in day out, created, out of cotton, a song. A song of
five yards. For Inspiration he observed the many moods of the love of his life, without her knowing.
When he started , he didn’t have a clear idea of what it is that he was creating.
At times she was aggressive , at times engrossed in work. Some days there was a glow in her eyes
and a warmth in her touch. He played with the yarn across his loom. Design and patterns emerged
as the days went by, full of colour and life. Fourty days and forty nights, the weaver, he wove. And
this is how the Sari was born. To be draped across her shoulders when she was happy, to be
wrapped tightly when angry, neatly pleated just right for hard work, a song, of Five Yards .

Delhi
Textbooks tell of a lot. They speak of Kingdoms and reigns, extoll virtues of the Martyrs, describe
battles and sieges. Textbooks are forgotten. They often don’t leave a lasting impression. All it takes
is one passionate story teller. One good story teller can make many a histories come to life.
Changing forever how one looks at a City, right down to the D of Delhi. Where only days before all
one could see were traffic jams and glitzy malls, suddenly appear monuments and gardens, tombs,
domes and water ducts. It is such a wonder to come upon beautiful places of worship, and awe
inspiring building lit up at night with soft lights.
I NAMRATA UPADHYAY

Mehrauli Through the Mist of Time
I PRIYANJALI SANYAL

I saw her again yesterday.
Her ringlets waving and
expressing every nuance she
wished to convey , her eyes hard
and warm at the same time,
speaking yet still, very still. Her
body, how she used it. She was
alive in her very being, and yet
she was beyond it all. Too much
Marijuana ? or Too much JNU…
A
short
walk
through
restructured
(Archaeological
Survey of India) ruins, brought
her to Balban’s tomb. Delhi is in
any case full of tombs and
monuments, and one would
indeed need to be a die hard
enthusiast
or
from
the
department of History JNU to be
as enthusiastic as She was.
Balban would have taken her
after his conquest and She,
strong and independent as she
was, would have acquiesced.
Golden rock upon Golden
(All figures per acre of Land)

Rock stood tall at His tomb and
shone bright, telling stories of
ages past, stories of Love, of
revenge, of war and of flourish.
The Present, with all its pace,
flew over head at regular
intervals, mingling with Her voice
as she recounted a thousand
years of history, from Tomar to
the Mughals. Her ringlets waving
and her body assisting her
magnificently. Era upon Era She
brought alive for me, with ease
and romance and a certain
mystique, the essence of her
being intertwined with the
fragrance of the City, Her city.
Of the Aravalis she spoke,
13.5 million years old, of the
Yamuna, of how the city came
into existence and then of how it
was built and rebuilt by every
man (and woman) who came to
hold the destiny of Her city in
their hand. She spoke then of

Water. Water.
Emboldened at last, I sought
her attention. And then She
spoke to me.
Speak to me she did, yet she
Did not recognise me, she could
not see me. She told of times
past, and how water created
spaces where people met and
came
together.
Had
she
forgotten then, of how she drew
water from the Ganges and
offered it to me and my thirsty
horses? She passed me yet
again yesterday and once more I
was unable to take her. Unable
to take her again.
I took her that once, and she
came willingly; like a tigress,
wild and free. What I would give
to hear her whisper my name
one more time ‘Balban ,
Balban’…
My Love, She is well.
I saw her again yesterday.
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INTERVIEW

Col. Premchand, is the man who
climbed Kanchendzonga, from its
severest route - the North East
Spur. Also known for having
trained Bachendri Pal, the first
Indian woman to reach the summit
of Mt. Everest, this man has
another lesser known identity- ‘The
Snow Tiger.’ Born and raised in
Lindoor village, of Himachal
Pradesh, the seventy two year old
shares with SURBHI DUA the story
of his transformation from a timid
mountain goat to being the source
of inspiration for budding talent in
mountaineering.

THE SNOW TIGER
Q. How do you relate being termed
as ‘The Snow Tiger’?
A. I am also known as ‘Kabuli wala’.
Actually I am son of mountains. I am
proud to be a hillman, who is
outspoken, truthful, and less
diplomatic. I want you to be good
human beings, clear human beings,
transparent, contributing and happy
human beings. Don’t collect too
much. Distribute and enjoy life. How
much will you carry when you have to
go up to God? You can’t carry much.
Q. How do you relate yourself with
the Himalayas?
A. Himalayas is here, in my heart.
Himalaya is not a thing, it is an
emotion. It is a great source of our
civilisation, our culture, literature,
epics. Ramayana, Mahabharata,
Vedas were thought, produced and
written down in Himalayas or
Himalaya like surroundings.
Q. When did you climb Mount
Everest?
A. I didn’t climb Mount Everest. I
was the group leader of Indian
expedition, sponsored by Indian
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Mountaineering Foundation, to
promote the first Indian woman to
climb it, and Bachendri Pal, who
became that first woman, was my
student. She came to do a course
when I was the Vice Principal of
Nehru Institute of Mountaineering.
That was the golden period of my life.
I have been Vice Principal and
Director at Himalayan Mountaineering Institute too.
Q. We have heard that you gave up
your chance to climb Mount Everest.
What was the reason behind it?
A. Yes, I was climbing along with my
team to Mount Everest in 1984. I
reached the last camp site 2 hours
before the team. When the team
reached the spot, I came to know
that a lady mountain climber was
unwell. I brought her back to the
base camp, as she was serious and
gave up my chance to climb Mount
Everest. Again in 1985, army
organised an expedition to Mount
Everest but due to my injury in my
wrist, a replacement was found for
me. So I couldn’t go. After that I
never climbed Mount Everest.

Q. What would you like to share about
your Kanchendzonga expedition,
which is our highest mountain peak?
A. Actually our highest mountain is
28,250ft, which is K2. But
unfortunately it is now with POK.
Now Kanchendzonga 28,208ft. is the
highest which I had the privilege to
climb in 1977.
I
remember,
atop
Kanchendzonga, we stopped 6 ft
before the top most point of the
summit as locals had requested us to
do so. They believe that the
mountain is holy and its sanctity
should not be desecrated. So we
walked short of six feet before the
top and bowed, and paid our respect.
Another interesting thing about
Kanchendzonga, I would like to
share, is that it was earlier attempted
by Germans in 1929 and 1931 .They
climbed 25,000ft. At that time, this
was one of the greatest achievement
as there was no walkie-talkie, no
snow boots, and no tents. Actually
they climbed it to improve their
sense of achievement in front of their
country as they were defeated in
First
World
War.
Sense
of

achievement improves self respect,
self esteem and self respect is the
biggest concern for me.
Q. What were the risky places for
you, during mountaineering?
A. In nature, there is no risk. When
I learn to live with nature, I love the
nature. I think home is the most
risky place (laugh) as there is risk of
gas leakage, short circuit, or you
can slip in bathroom.
Q. How was your experience in
Indian army? Have you fought in
war?
A. In Bhutan, suddenly there was a
threat. I was sent there to take care
of the situation there. But there was
no fight.
Q. Did army background make you
what you are today?
A. No, my terrain, my parents, my
village, my family made me what I
am today.
Q. What do you think about garbage
on mountains?
A. Garbage on mountains is mainly
because of mountaineers i.e.
physical garbage, which can be
removed physically. But garbage in
a heart and mind can only be
removed emotionally.
Q. What is eco-tourism?
A. Eat less, carry more. Simplify
your life, know how to breathe, how
to live happily, how to use water
economically. To be alive usefully,
to yourself, to the people, to the
surroundings.
Q. Can you please tell me some
mountaineering institutes.
A. Mountaineering institutes started
taking people back to the nature
and
challenging
them.
First
mountaineering institute started in
Darjeeling known as Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute (HMI)
established in 1954. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee
Institute
of
Mountaineering & Allied Sports was
built next (1961). Nehru Institute of
Mountaineering (NIM) started in
Uttarkashi in 1965. Now we have an

Stamp released to commemorate the
ascent of Kanchendzonga, 1977

institute in Pahalgam also. Gujarat
government has its own institute in
Mt. Abu. Army, ITBP, BSF have
their own institutes too. ‘Indian
Mountaineering Foundation’ in
Delhi is supposed to monitor or
promote all these activities.
Q. What is today’s biggest
environmental problem?
A. Today, the environmental
problem to me is that there is a
disconnect between my heart, mind
and stomach/ my greed. Today
when we see a tree, like this deodar
tree, we start calculating how much
it is worth. We are not considering
its beauty, we are not appreciating
the harmony it is spreading. We are
only thinking how to use this tree
for economic well being. Economic
well being is all right but destroying
the well being of entire area for your
own economic well being, maybe
there is a disconnect.
Q. You must have visited cities like
Delhi, Chandigarh. Do you find these
places comfortable?
A. In cities I fear the crowd. They
push me in and out of buses/ metro
(laugh). People in the hill are more
humble, they have developed sense
of survival. Their head size is
slightly larger. If they are injured,
their healing power is slightly better.
They are god fearing.

Q. To you, what is the most
memorable time of your life?
A. The most beautiful time in my
life was when I was Vice-Principle at
Nehru Institute of Mountaineering,
Uttarkashi. I was conducting an
advanced
course
on
mountaineering. Before we took the
students up, I wanted to ensure
climbing conditions were good. So
Nima, Ratan Singh and I headed to
the summit of Jawli. After walking
up for a few hours, Nima
complained that his feet had begun
to freeze. So he stopped climbing
mid way. Ratan Singh and I
negotiated the snow and storm with
very marginal equipments. Clouds
engulfed us.
We felt the most curious
sensation of some sort of ants going
through our hair, and our eyes and
nylon gear started creating some
sort of buzzing sound. We realised
with horror that lightning was about
to strike soon. Visibility was also
going low.
Trust, friendship and your
training is a great power in such
conditions. Singh and I agreed that
we must find a good place to rest.
We dug a hollow pit in the snow
wide enough for the two of us and
our rucksacks. We covered the
opening of the pit with an orange
plastic sheet that we had and spent
the night taking turns to sleep.
Because, if you sleep in snow,
sometimes you may sleep forever.
Sometime later that night, when my
friend was sleeping and I was
keeping watch, I realised the
importance of something that I had
failed to acknowledge till then. I
realised that it was my friend’s body
heat that helped me sustain and
that my body heat gave him
warmth. That night I realised the
importance of body warmth.
Next morning, when I saw a
speck of light through the orange
sheet that covered our pit, I
remember feeling that it was ‘the’
most beautiful experience and view
of my life. For me a new day had
arrived. And I knew that I will
march on never to be bouyed down
by the unexpected. I
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LIFESTYLE

‘Mehek bhi kahani sunati hai’
I PANKAJ MENON

A

dry and dusty wind blew through the crowded
Dariba Kalan and brought with it a strong floral
effervescence. It awakened my tired senses and
affirmed that I was on the right track in my pursuit. A
few paces ahead and there I was, standing in front of
the legendary attarwalahs of Delhi, ‘Gulab Singh
Johrimal,’ one of the remaining few relics that have
been passed on from the Delhi of splendour to the Delhi
of mad squalor.
Wiping a weak line of sweat that trickled down his
face, Ram Singh, the seventh generation member of the
Gundhi family that has set up the business in one of
Chandani Chowk’s most prominent streets, was quite
frank when he talked about dwindling business.
“People are fonder of deodourants and European
perfumes than of native products like attar. As far as
perfumes are concerned, the people are quite obsessed
with anything foreign and believe that anything with a
higher price tag is better. Attar is available at a cheaper
rate and is leagues ahead of any synthetic perfume.
People do not smell things anymore before they buy it.
One has lost the ability, or rather opportunity to
define his smell, define his individualism...” lamented
Ram Singh.
Attar, popularly known as ittar, is a special kind of
non alcoholic perfume that is derived from fragrant
flowers and other natural sources. Attar was famous in
the middle east and spread to India through trade, but
assumed a cultural significance only after it was made
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popular by the Mughal court, so much so, that Rooh
Gulab, one of the costliest attar of the day, is said to
have been invented by a Mughal queen.
“There is an oft narrated story that Noor jahan
always had rose petals spread in her hamam (royal
bath), and that once she observed an oily layer from the
flowers floating on the water. She commissioned this to
be developed into perfume. This attar is currently
known as Rooh Gulab and is one of the most costliest
in the market, with 10 gms ranging upto 16000

“The government has put up quite a lot of
regulations when it comes to the sandal
wood oil part and so we have no other
means but to source it through all these
middle men and dealers”
rupees,” explained Ram Singh.
Owing to its nature, attar is difficult to extract.
Distillation technique is used for the extraction, and a
large number of flowers are necessary for making even
small quantities. Ram Singh explained delightedly, “for
making attar, first, we collect the fresh flowers before
dawn. This is done so that not much of the fragrance is
lost. Then, the flowers are collected in large distillation
vessels (deghs), which are sealed tightly. The vessel is
heated and maintained at constant temperatures by
the workers. Through this sealed lid, there runs a

bamboo pipe which collects the vapours in long necked
barrels which are placed under a shallow water tank.
These vapours condense and are collected in the long
necked barrels. They are further concentrated by
removing the water content and this extract is allowed
to sediment, and cleared up. Using sandalwood oil as
a base, the extracts are mixed in right proportion to
get the suitable smell. One would need at least 5000
kg of rose flowers to make 100 ml of attar.”
And does not the sandalwood oil corrupt the smell
of the attar? “It is a very good enhancer, and so it
would only enhance the smell of the extract, and does
not interfere with it in any way,” he clarified. Since the
flowers for making attar ought to be fresh, it is always
ensured that the distilleries are always closer to the
fields, Singh said, adding that majority of the flowers
come from places such as Kannauj, Orissa and even
Karnataka. But he is hasty in adding that the sourcing
of sandalwood oil is through middle men and an
assortment of dealers. “The government has put up
quite a lot of regulation when it comes to the sandal
wood oil part and so we have no other means but to
source it through all these middle men and dealers,”
he said.
But attars are not limited to flowers alone.
Depending on the attar, the constituent also changes.
“There is the gili mitti attar (attar of wet sand), which
is made using sand, and then there is the Khus attar,
for which the roots are used. It is these constituents
and the extraction processes that make some attar
really costly.”
In addition to its cosmetic usage, attars also have a
variety of medicinal properties. Singh elaborated, “the
main concept of aroma therapy, I would say, started
with attar. The natural scent soothes the nerves and
calms the senses. Attars such as gul, khus, kewra,
mogra are used in summers and are cooling for the
body. There are others that are used in winters such
as musk, amber and saffron. So you can imagine
that the scent of the person, and the scent of the
city in general, in the by-gone days, changed with
the season.”
Attar usage, as Ram Singh explained, is dependent
on the season and can be worn in various forms. “One
common way to use attar would be to use the swab
stick to apply small amounts of attar on the wrists,
inner arm, neck, behind the earlobes, etc. One other
way is to take a small quantity of the attar in one’s
right palm and rub it through the hands and torso.
One can also flavour the bath with some drops of attar,
or have cotton swabs dipped in attar placed behind
your ear lobes, or even perfume one’s garments with
it.”
Equally important is the attardan, or ittradan, the
small crystal vials in which the attar is kept. But Ram
Singh’s complaint is that the quality of Indian glass
vials is not upto the mark of maintaining attars, and
that one does not really have a choice but to

compromise on the design and quality at times.
Fragrant attars in Belgium cut crystal bottles were in
fact gifted to the guests at welcoming ceremonies by
nobility and collecting unique perfume bottles was also
a fancy among many Ladies of the gentry in the past.
When asked to share a few interesting stories from
the past, Ram Singh shrugged, “To tell you the truth,
I do not know any such stories. It is true that the shop
is as old as 1816, but if you ask me about any specific
stories such as the Emperor’s visit or of the Princesses
frequenting, I really do not know.”
On a lighter note, Singh shared, “I entered this
trade since I was 10. I began by visiting the shop
whenever my father was free, and I am glad to see that
my son is also showing interest in the trade. He comes
whenever he can, for short periods of course, but that
does not matter. It is the interest he shows that
matters. And my nephews have also started taking
responsibilities. So technically speaking we are in the
process of passing on the baton to the eighth
generation. The industry is dwindling, we are
struggling with the raw materials sometimes, and
sometimes the yield of flowers is not enough, labour
issues, but someone must keep the tradition alive and
I am glad to see that they are trying. That is what
matters at the end of the day, that you try.” I
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CLIMATE CHANGE

Geopolitics of Fear and
climate displacements
Is Anyone listening?
■ SACHNA ARORA

S

Oon the ‘doomsday clock’ of the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists, imaginative geographies
convey “how close humanity is to catastrophic
destruction.” In this alarmist
scenario, ‘climate
change’ joins the other two alarmist categories namely
‘nuclear’ and ‘biosecurity’.
At
the
same
time,
there
is
gradual
acknowledgement of the fact that the geopolitics of fear,
deployed at diverse sites by different agencies –
individually and/or collectively-- in pursuit of various
agendas, has failed to yield the desired effect which
should have resulted in positive change in public and
private behaviour, and/or have given rise of radical
social movements. The most vulnerable are being
increasingly seen as the most dangerous by the
winners of globalization, and so it is critically
important to deploy the counter-imaginative
geographies of hope anchored in the notions of
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ecological balance and social-environmental justice.
“Environmental
Justice
is
about
social
transformation directed towards meeting basis human
needs and enhancing our quality of life –economic
quality, health care, housing, human rights,
environmental protection and democracy. In linking
environmental and social justice issues, the EJ
approach seeks to challenge the abuse of power, which
results in poor people having to suffer the effects of
environmental damage caused by the greed of others.”
(South African EJ Networking Forum, 1997)
In the whirlpool of various imaginative geographies
of climate change, the category of ‘climate refugees’
stands out in terms of a calculated ambiguity deployed
by certain actors and agencies, especially in the Global
North, to mark the boundaries between ‘our space’ and
‘their space’ in pursuit of diverse agendas of control
and domination.
But the question remains as to where and why does
(or should) the category of ‘economic refugee’ end and

the category of ‘climate refugee’ begin?
And what are the ethical and geopolitical concerns
and considerations that define the category termed
‘climate refugee’ and differentiate it from ‘climate
migrant’?
B. S. Chimni puts it so aptly, “the definition of a
‘refugee’ in international law is of critical importance
for it can mean the difference between life and death
for an individual seeking asylum.
It is clearly visible in the case of Teitiota, who came
to New Zealand in 2007 and has three children born
here. His plea is that he and his family would suffer
serious harm if forced to return to Kiribati, because
there was no land to which he could safely return.
The lawyer of Ioane Teitiota said: his client was
being “persecuted passively by the circumstances in
which he’s living, which the Kiribati Government has
no ability to ameliorate.”
Were the High Court to rule in favour of Teitiota,
he would become the world’s first climate refugee and
create a wholly new class of refugees!!!!
In various encounters between those seeking the
refugee status (the assessed) and those granting it
(assesses), will it be only the assessee’s ‘fears’ that will
dictate, decide and dominate the process as well as the
final outcome?
It is the subjective fear of evaluators, those deciding
and deploying the so-called ‘objective’ criteria to assess
the ‘subjective’ inner realm of those seeking refuge,
that appears to be acting as a major catalyst behind
the emerging category of ‘climate refugee’.
The President of Palau clearly and bluntly
mentioned,
“Our global warming doomsday is already set in
stone if we fail to act.
“My country, along with other Pacific Island
countries, is unwilling to even discuss a three degrees
to five degrees temperature increase scenario by the
end of the Century, this will ensure our demise.
“We are also unwilling to discuss the issue
of migration.”
In an another instance, President of the Republic of
Kiribati, in his address to the UN General assembly
said, “We are buying land offshore to enhance food
security for our people. We are also working on
improving the education and the skills of our people to
a level where they are able to compete for jobs in the
international labour market. We have facilitated
overseas employment and permanent emigration
opportunities for our people. These are in line with the
Government’s policy on relocation and migration with
dignity. We want our people to have the option to
MIGRATE WITH DIGNITY, so they can contribute
meaningfully to their new homes rather than only as
climate refugees.
Our analysis of the complex geographies of
vulnerabilities of small island developing state of
Kiribati has shown that any attempt to broaden and

Shifting Sands
Name: Sapan Dey
Origin: Midnapur, WB
Year of relocating: 1994
Education: Class 8
Reason: “Small land holding, inability to
buy more land and Lack of facilities made
me leave hometown.”
Name: Samar
Education: Class 6
Origin: Jaunpur, UP
Year of relocating: 1987
Reason: “Small land holding, inability to
buy more land forced me to work, though I
wanted to study. I feel really bad that I am
not able to serve my parents when they need me the most.”
Name: Motiram
Origin: Dhaulpur,RJ
Education: Class 8
Year of relocating: 2012
Reason: “Lack of skill based job, Greater
opportunitity in city lured me here.”
Name: Dinesh Kumar
Origin: Palwal,Haryana
Education: Class 8
Year of relocating: 2012
Reason: “Poor educational facility, lack Of
unskilled jobs, no landholding all these
factors pushed me outside my native place
and away from my family in search of job.”
Name: Ranjan Kumar
Origin: Bhagalpur, Bihar
Education: Class 5
Year of relocation: 2005
Reason:
“Because of poor financial
condition I started working at a very early
age. Lack of oportunities forced me to
move out of native town to Mumbai but unfortunately there
also I had to suffer a lot because of spur of regional violence
in Maharashtra.”

deepen the ‘humanitarian space’ through the
introduction of the category of ‘climate refugees’,
despite best possible intentions on the part of various
actors or agencies, is likely to be regressive rather
than progressive, oppressive rather than emancipatory,
exclusive rather than inclusive, in the absence of
a critical engagement with the ethics and the politics
of representation and human rights of refugees
in general. ■
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ANALYSIS

Development, GDP
and Good Governance
Economic growth today relates more to increasing GDP than anything else. We are entering
an era of capitalist innovation. It eventually leaves a lot of people out of work, and market
laws threaten to dominate and destroy the natural environment
■ ARUNIMA BHATTACHARYA

W

e live in an age when the
voices of the people outside
the limits of shining and
aspirational India are stifled, their
faces invisible. We need to restore
voice and dignity to these oppressed
people. This minority feels frightened
and has faced inequality since ages.
They have no say in the policies
regarding them. Views of the
minorities, of the vulnerable when
heard in decision making, constitute
the cornerstone of good governance.
The locals know more about their
needs and those should be kept
foremost while drafting polices, and
also some power of the State and the
centre needs to be decentralised.
Good governance is an ideal which is
difficult to achieve entirely. Very few
societies have come close to
achieving it. However, to ensure
sustainable human development,
actions must be taken to work
towards this ideal with the aim of
making it a reality.
Good governance in the Indian
context
relates
to
social
development. It does not occur by
chance. It must be demanded by
citizens and nourished consistently
and consciously by the nation and by
those in power. It is, therefore,
necessary that citizens are allowed to
participate freely, openly and fully in
the political process.
Bad governance is regarded as
one of the root causes of all evils
within our society.
In his speech on 14th August
1947 Jawaharlal Nehru articulated
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the challenge of good governance as
the ending of poverty, ignorance,
disease
and
inequality
of
opportunities. Good Governance also
in terms of justice, empowerment,
employment and efficient delivery of
services. The Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education was
promised but never delivered. The
act remained an aspiration on paper.
Under the Forest Rights Act, millions
of tribal people lost their land
ownership. In 2009, under Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), wages
went below minimum wages and
were paid months late. Even If a
farmer’s loan was waivered it was
never followed by an increase in
public
expenditure
in
rural
infrastructure and rural credit,
therefore, agriculture sank deeper in
its sickness and farmers continued
to kill themselves in despair. Many of
the government’s promises to India’s
mass of poor people was frustratingly
forgotten along the way.
A nation’s governance plays the
most important role in shaping the
destiny of the people. Availability of
work on a regular basis to a couple
or a family translates into their
children automatically pursuing an
education. An education translates
into the ability to voice as opposed to
resorting to violent acts to be heard.
When regular work life is no longer
about survival, and becomes about
investing in a better future for the
children, everyone heads towards a
stable society.
Basic social security is what
people need. There should be

inclusive growth in the country, this
means that everybody should be
benefited and not just a certain
section of the society. Also the
education provided should be skill
oriented to ensure jobs and earning
capacity. Livelihood also relates to
social economy and increased access
to local resources as well. It also
means upgrading of existing and
traditional skills that people possess
in agriculture, in animal husbandry,
in fishing, in textiles and so on.
Investment in upgrading of such
skills would also lead to a
harmonious
relationship
with
nature.
Conditions of good governance
allow citizens to maximize their
returns on investments. Public
expenditure on public education,
public health, social security, decent
housing, sanitation and nutrition are
investments in human beings as
they derive the best economic
outcomes in the long run.
Sadly, economic growth today
relates more to increasing the
GDP than anything else. We are
entering an era of capitalist
innovation. It eventually leaves a lot
of people out of work, and market
laws threaten to dominate and
destroy the natural environment.
India cannot blindly follow a
capitalist model of growth as it would
fail to provide stability to Indian
polity. And yet rapid economic
growth is essential to meet the
aspirations of the Indian youth. So
ways and means have to be devised
in order to secure both fast growth
and good governance ethics. ■

Terrorism Today
Terrorism demands making connections between displacement of local livelihoods,
values, ideologies, culture, traditional knowledge system
■ MITALI RAWAT

I

ts 26 June. Boko Haram has
done it again. In Nigeria a land
that is strife torn. This local
terrorist group had earlier taken
hostage 200 school girls. Why do
they choose to do this all the time
one wonders. Who are they?
According to BBC, the group's
official name is Jama'atu Ahlis
Sunna
Lidda'awati
wal-Jihad,
which in Arabic means "People
Committed to the Propagation
of the Prophet's Teachings and
Jihad".
But why are they the way they
are? Why do they choose to change
the world and abandon the western
education system?
They didn’t target an army
barracks, a police department or a
drone base. No, Boko Haram
militants attacked what is even
scarier to a fanatic: a girls’ school.
Terrorism demands making
connections between displacement
of
local
livelihoods,
values,
ideologies,
culture,
traditional
knowledge system and larger
international dominant discourse
which demands development in very
narrow sense of the term and
imposition of alien culture.
Is terrorism because of Islam? Is
it just about Jihad? Violence is
probably as old as human
civilization itself. Why have we
suddenly started to associate Islam
with innocent killing of people?
Because, ladies and gentlemen,
the world we are living in is the
world of Globalisation.
And Terrorism has become a
transnational model of Political
engagement. It is the weapon of the
voiceless.
Poor
deprived
marginalized
who
demand
attention.
They want to remind us they

have paid the price for the water we
drink, the ACs we so comfortably
sleep in, the McD and KFC which
fills us, the exotic clothes we wear. It
has come at the cost of their
livelihood, their ideologies, their way
of living.
And when this prosperous world
refuses to listen to them, they don’t
have a choice but to take up arms.
Terrorism is no different from
Naxalism. It is a manifestation of
demand. It is a protest for 'freedom'
and 'liberty' - freedom from
exploitation, freedom from evictions,
freedom
from
rehabilitation,
freedom
from
eco-tourism,
perpetrated by the state and
western capitalism/World Bank.
Beyond the prosperous west,
there is a world that is, and feels
itself to be, deprived of the benefits
of modern life. Beyond the
prosperous middle and upper class,
there is world of slum dwellers and
the tribal who are deprived of their
rights to land they have occupied for
generations.
Fred Halliday in his Terrorism in
Historical
Perspective
says,
‘Terrorism is the defining issue of
the post 9/11 world’.
The ongoing struggle of the tribal
has become a part of the larger
struggle both against the Indian
state and western capitalism.And
its consequences are multiple:
increases the alienation between the
tribal and the forest, superimposing
non-tribal culture on the tribal,
linking
tribal
society
with
consumerist/ western society,
destruction of the ecology of forest,
unemployment increase and finally
this will provide spaces for western
capitalism/capitalist to appropriate
our forests both for genetic
resources and for entertainment.
Even displacement will have
multiple consequences: creates

conditions for cultural crises,
cultural oppression, and crisis of
autonomy.
Labeling one's opponent a
terrorist is one way to barbarize
both his image and his cause. Many
world leaders see terrorism as
monolithic: that is, they trace all
important terrorist actions-either
directly or indirectly- to the same
source. Each has created for itself
an archetypal enemy with which it
finds compromise difficult or
impossible. And each sees its enemy
as the wellspring of terrorism.
Every act of Terrorism needs to
be looked in its local context. As
apparent from the examples
mentioned
above,
there
has
emerged a global pattern of
displacement of particular sections
within a nation and in the
International system which is not
only economic but also cultural,
linguistic, social, political and
religious.
This
pattern
of
marginalization is resulting in
search of platforms for voice the
grievances.
And
when
these
deprived sections of the society
(local and international) do not get
that platform, when they don’t have
a voice or vocabulary, political
violence is the only way through
which they can grab the attention
the
respective
state
and
International society.
Be it Boko Haram or Naxalbari
movement of early 70s in India, the
discourse needs to change. We need
to realize that it is because of these
small fault lines in policy making,
implementation and general outlook
of the “mainstream” towards the not
so mainstream that can and will
lead to creation of a gorge as big as
armed uprising, assassinations,
insurgencies at the nation state
level, which will manifest itself as
terrorism at the global level. ■
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RECIPE

Camping in the Hills
with Siddu!
Soul food for good health from the hills

■ SWATHI VARMA
Our journey from Delhi to Himachal took us through
Haryana and Punjab. And all through the journey the
staple was Kadhi Chawal, Rajma Chawal or Chicken
Curry. Our taste buds refused to comply. And we
wanted different food. We wanted to taste the
indigenous. And we did get what we wanted. At the
Greater Himalayan National Park, sitting by the
gurgling Tirthan River we savoured Lingra Saag and
Siddu and Walnut Chutney.
Care to join in…….
Siddu is the favorite delight of the pahari (hilly region)
people. Siddus are
generally made in Siddu
winters. It is a kind
of bread made from
wheat flour which is
kneaded with yeast
and the dough is
allowed to rise for
4-5 hours. Siddu
dough is yeastbased; it has to be
prepared a couple
of hours before it is cooked. It is normally eaten with
ghee or with walnut chutney.
Preparation Time: 15 Minutes
Cooking Time: 20 Minutes
Ingredients
Wheat flour; Dried Yeast 2 teaspoon; Water; Salt to
taste
Walnut Chutney
Method:
Knead the dough
and leave it for a few
hours. When the
dough gets soft and
rises take small
portions (like roti
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portions) and roll them into small thick chappatis.
Spread the paste of walnut and fold; then pinch the
edges to firmly seal. And steam. For stuffing grind
walnuts, dhania, pudina patti, green chillies and salt.
Make it into a thick spread. Serve hot with Walnut
Chutney.
Lingra Saag
Another indigenous food that is typical to the hills is
the Lingra (Diplazium esculentum) - wild asparagus,
that grows in abundance in the Himalayas. Lingra can
be pickled or just chopped and fried. High in
nutritional value, this is a green that is available only
in hills. It is grown in kitchen gardens.
Lingra has 86 per cent water content, 8 per cent
carbohydrate and nearly 4 per cent protein content.
The shoots and
fronds of Diplazium
esculentum have an
Lingra vegetable
iron content of 0.56
per cent. A
comparison of the
mineral contents of
these wild edible
species with
commercial vegetable
species has revealed
that lingra has much
higher calcium
content.
The fronds are
reported to cure
epilepsy, urinary
diseases, stings and bites, rheumatism, leprosy. Lingra
is also used as a remedy against constipation and as a
general health tonic.
So for some good health tonic when in hills, fill
your selves with Lingra. Just chop finely. In a wok add
a splash of oil. Add garlic and Fry. Add the chopped
greens and presto.
You are done. Savour the saag with rotis.
Enjoy!! ■

Reflections on The Times And The Timeless
Movie: Earth Witness • Director: Akanksha Joshi
other Nature has started to speak. Her first protests are being registered.
And the people who live lives deeply intertwined with her can hear her. This
film speaks through their voices.
Shikari Baiga, Seno Tsuhah, Doongra Rabaari, Sukdev Mandal, their lives,
the times and the changing climatic conditions are brought together in the film,
across the forests of central India, the paddy fields of the north east, the desert
of western India and the delta region of the east, where one message
reverberates.
The film portrays a time where there was much abundance, and goes on to describe that too much has been
taken away from the earth, and everybody is facing the consequences; for She will take back what is hers. The
message is clear, it is upto us to maintain balance. Indigenous people are more attuned to nature and know that
she is a living force, benevolent yet capable of destruction. The Indigenous elders possess knowledge and the tools
to deal with the consequences they knew would arise out of man’s insatiable greed. Let us take a page from their
books and find a way back. We cannot turn back time, but we can certainly do things holistically now.
Akanksha Joshi, is a realised Soul, whose journey takes her deeper every day, to more questions, to more
answers, to more growth. She tells of her learnings and shares of the wisdom being revealed to her; this is the
nature of wisdom, it flows. When one is truly grounded within oneself, as she is, one can go forth and embrace,
absorb and create. This has been her Journey. As she says, ‘If we are more rooted in our own culture, in
ourselves as societies, we can respond, not just react to these issues.’

M

No one can eat just one
Book: Salt Sugar Fat • Author: Michael Moss
Pulitzer prize winning investigative reporter, Michael Moss, makes it simple for us. We are being
manipulated. And how. Packed food = processed food = Scientifically designed food. A number
of high level former and current food industry executives admit. A number of industry and
academic scientists agree. The processed food industry has become a multibillion, highly
sophisticated system of getting us to eat just about anything, in ever increasing quantities.
Companies fight for 'stomach share’. They are knowingly and scientifically altering food to taste
better. And they don't consume what they produce. Also, Obesity has taken its place right next
to AIDS and Cancer. Overeating ? Its Built In . Since when? The last three decades. In the least.
How ? Michael Moss, in his book, Salt Sugar Fat, explains, without calling anyone a villain.
Salt: There is a required amount of sodium intake, however salt also has addictive qualities and when subtly
delivered, it possesses the power of making one reach for more. Dr. David Kessler,Former Food and Drug
Administration,director, USA, called it ‘Conditioned Hypereating'.
Sugar: Our brain has pleasure centres which respond equally to Sugar as they do to other pleasurable substances
and actions. Monell Chemical Senses Center in Philadelphia attests that sugar has a bliss point. MRI scans are
studied to decide how much sugar would be just short of that bliss point. A product’s sugar content is calibrated
to optimise the response of craving. Children suffer the worst in this that they are biologically hardwired to crave
sugar. With this in hand , they can be manipulated to set their level of ‘sweet’ to what is actually too much sugar.
Cereals? They have more Sugar weight than anything else in them.
Fat: Adam Drewnowski, epidemiologist, Centre for Obesity Research, University of Washington,talking of fat
globule Dispersion, says that there is no bliss point for Fat. The Implications ? It means we love cheesy tastes.
The Companies alter fat content to make products taste Cheesier, and the cheesier it gets the more we like it.
The marriages of science and marketing, palatability and convenience is resulting in billions of dollars of Sales.
Each person in the chain is only doing his job.The boss wants one thing, Profit. There may be some guilt but
business is business.
Mr. Moss ends by reminding us that it is we who decide what to buy and we who decide how much to eat. Our
food habits and culture has been changing, and while it may have hit the west harder, we are not very far from
it. From three leisurely meals with the Family it became Two, a hurried one in the morning and many variations
of the evening meal. We are now sitting ducks for these hyper processed food giants, who have an array of
products in their arsenal, unless we open our eyes and take control.

■ PRIYANJALI SANYAL
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TRANSPORT

DELHI’S ROADS

Why do they hate the pedestrians?

I

n India, people have learned to ‘adjust’ due to sheer
apathy and negligence flowing in cities. The
vulnerability
of
Cyclists,
pedestrians
and
motorcyclists have been exploited by colossal power
vehicles. In Delhi, the trend of road accidents maybe
decreasing but the conditions have not improved. The
United Nations (UN) has designated 2011-2020 as the
Decade of Action for Road Safety. The current policies in
place and practices in action do not restrain any
motorist from not adhering and complying to rules and
regulations, especially since a fine of Rs.100 is
negligible, and the fact that the roads are built and
designed more for the benefit of the motorists and cars
than pedestrians and cyclists only further deteriorates
the problem. While the Central Motor Vehicles Rules
1989 very beautifully says “show courtesy and
consideration for the safety and convenience of other
road users, such as pedestrians, drivers of other motor
vehicles or cyclists,” this is something that exists only
in the advisory element. The Street Design and Indian
Roads Congress deal explicitly with road design and
pedestrian facilities, but ironically, these are voluntary.
Delhi is a city which has one of the highest road
densities in the country. The number of vehicles exceeds
far more than the capability of the road to handle. The
traffic congestion is so much that the average speed is
only 16 km/hr as compared to other cities which have

Space crunch and the ill informed public
n IRA CHAKRABORTY, ARUNIMA BHATTACHARYA
Upon speaking to a group of auto rickshaw drivers, we
realized, that they are unaware about their rights and illinformed about their responsibilities. The space struggle
on Delhi roads has been further strained by the
increasing number of cars. The use of automobiles to
move from one place to another creates barriers by
reducing the landscape required for walking and cycling
for the common man. As a result, the most affected
sections of the population are the economically weak or
the physically unfit.
Public transport does not give any relief to
commuters. Rampur, a cigarette seller says “I do not use
the bus… they might squash me like a bug.”
Sanjay, an auto rickshaw driver feels the government
policies are oriented towards four wheelers and not
towards autos “The government is not able to
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We are all on the roads here
higher average speed. The traffic includes the
pedestrians, cyclists, and Non Motorized Vehicles
(NMVs) out of which there are no cycling tracks built and
34 % of the Delhi Household uses cycle to travel.
Walking and cycling constitutes 8 million of the total
population of Delhi. And to understand if the roads are
really catering to this huge population of cyclists and
pedestrians, a feasibility and perception study was
taken up by our team along two segments near the
Tughlakabad industrial area.
understand its mistake. There have not been any big
changes as far as the roads are concerned.”
Nikhar Sehgal and Iffat Rao, pedestrians said, “We
don’t like using the Foot-over-Bridges because we have
to walk longer distances to get from one point to another
and therefore forced to jaywalk”. They liked the idea of
pelican signals and promised not to jaywalk if signals
were made at every 500m with proper crossings and
pelican signals.

On the matter of Feasibility
n AMANJIT SINGH AND NAVEEN GADHVI

A

feasibility study was conducted covering two
segments, from the Footover Bridge near Satya
Narayan Mandir till the intersection of Batra
Hospital and the other stretch was from Batra Hospital
intersection till Sangam Vihar red light crossing near the
Tughlakabad Industrial estate. Segment 1 covers a
distance of 120 metres and the segment 2 covers a
distance of 420 metres.

Out of the nine parameters covering the footpath
feasibility most of them were not available, indicating
that the footpath was not properly maintained.
The footpath width of Segment 1 and Segment 2 was
more than the standard given in street design
guidelines. The footpath is segregated from the main
carriageway in both the segments. The surface level of
footpath had interlocked tiles spread over 75% area in
both the segments.
There were permanent encroachments such as trees
and electric boxes on both the segments. No
concentrated lighting was seen along the footpaths.
Overall the footpath is universally inaccessible.
And as far as cycle tracks are concerned, there were
no cycle tracks in segment one, but there was one in
segment 2. The width of the cycle track was between 22.5 metres spread over 25 % of the length. The height of
the cycle track was more than 220 mm. The minimum
clearance was up to the standard with segregation from
main carriageway.
Non continuity and temporary encroachment was
common. Foot over bridge or subway had a combination
of ramp and staircase with road width less than 30 m.
Minimum width of Foot over bridge walkway was 2.5-3
m. There was also a bus stop located in the Multi
Functional Zone with clear 1.8 m walking zone.

There was illegal parking on the road along the
second segment. Footpaths and cycle tracks were not
clean and there was bad odour along the footpath.
Hawkers were prevalent all over the street along both
the segments. There were trees that provided shade
cover in both the segments.
Dustbins as well as public toilets were located near
the bus stop. Two intersection points we came across
had similar conditions of vehicle speed and traffic
calming treatment were not in place. With zebra
crossing as per standard but with no pedestrian signal.

SO WHAT DO WE DO?
•

Eyes on the road are necessary since women feel
unsafe. CCTVs go unmonitored and prove to be
inefficient and add a burden to the government’s
expenditure.

•

The government should restructure its spending
on solar street lights and continuous footpath to
ensure public safety.

•

National Road Safety and Traffic Management
Board Bill (2010) requires special treatment for
women, children, senior citizens, disabled persons,
and pedestrians relating to road safety and traffic
management on national highways.

•

Road Design should be pedestrian and cycle
friendly.

•

Urban Planners need to follow UTTIPEC guidelines
for planning road infrastructure in cities and
towns.

•

There should be zero tolerance policy for
misdemeanor.
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INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION

BBN !NDUSTRIAL AREA
Manufacturing Disaster

Abysmal condition of a bridge
in BBN industrial area
■ UJJWAL TOMAR AND NEHA KANDWAL

T

he Baddi Barotiwala Nalagarh (BBN)
Industrial area situated in Nalagarh
Tehsil of Solan district is the biggest
industrial hub of the state of Himanchal
Pradesh. Majority of these industrial units
are from the pharmaceutical & cosmetic
sector with the likes of Cipla, Dabur,
Proctor & Gamble, Jonhson & Johnson, and
Dr. Reddy’s. The initial growth was
essentially due to the Industrial subsidy
granted by the Ministry of Commerce,
driving a mass migration of Industries
from all parts of the country. Now, after a
decade, the BBN Industrial Area has
become a perfect example of how an unplanned and un-monitored industrial
development can impact the local
environment, in a very drastic manner!

An RTI was filed by Him Parivesh
Environmental Protection Organisation
(HPEPO) in 2006, addressing the local
authorities to inform the number of
Authorised Pump Operators extracting
ground water in the BBN area. However, no
satisfactory reply to this came from the
local authorities.
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INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION
As on 31st March 2014, there exist
2063 operational industrial units in
BBN Industrial Area; 176 in Red, 779
in Orange & 1108 in Green category
based on the pollution potential
these industrial unit carry. These
industries have resulted in a variety
of impacts on the environment such
as impact on the river, other water
resources, and solid waste hazard.
Water, water, everywhere, not a
drop to drink
The local people here are unable to
use the heavily polluted river water
for drinking & household purposes.
In
2011,
Punjab
University,
Chandigarh carried out a study on
the quality of the discharged water
from the industrial units into the
rivers system of BBN area and found
that the effluent from the industries
include heavy metals, making the
water unfit for drinking. Even the EColi concentration was found too
high for safe drinking water.
The local residents, with no other
option left, are forced to pump out

the ground water through individual
submersible pumps. Till date, the
local authorities don’t have any
effective method of regulating &
checking the ground water use by
the local people. Thus, some of the
industries in this region are overexploiting the easily accessible
ground water without taking any
consent or approval from the
concerned statutory authority. As a
result of that, the ground water
table is declining day by day, in the
region.
Disposal of Solid & Hazardous
Waste
Disposal of the Solid & Hazardous
Waste is another big problem in this
region. There are numerous of
reported cases of illegal & ad-hoc
dumping of hazardous wastes all
over BBN area. The impact of the
hazardous wastes dumped into the
rivers & land has deteriorated the
health of the animals & the aquatic
life and the river eco-system as a
whole.

Illegal river bed mining:
An Unsatiable Need
A 72-year old arch road bridge connecting
Ropar & Nalagarh over Sarsa river
collapsed in 2003. The reason the bridge
collapsed was not in its design or its old
life but was the excessive sand mining
taking place over the years near the river
bed of the Sarsa river.
Though riverbed mining has been
banned in this area by the state
government two years ago, and despite a
fine of Rs. 25000/- on the defaulters, sand
mining still continues in the regions,
though there has also been considerable
change.

2063
INDUSTRIAL
UNITS IN BBN

Dying Sarsa, thriving industries
Every year Thousands of fish die due to release of toxic effluent into the rivers by the industrial units located in BBN Industrial
Area. The dissolved oxygen levels in these rivers are far too low to support fish and other aquatic life. Is this the kind of industrial
development that was planned for BBN area a decade ago? Depletion of Ground water due to over exploitation, illegal riverbed
mining, increasing river pollution & toxic air pollution are the key problems identified in this region according to Balkrishna
Sharma,the founder of Him Parivesh Environmental Protection Organisation(HPEPO).
“Sand mining on the either side of the rivers
instream or upstream is one of the causes of
environmental degradation ... Also a threat to the
biodiversity. – Supreme Court (Feb 2011).

As one continues the journey and cross Sarsa,Ratta, Chikni rivers
among other small streams of these river flowing in BBN Area,
one can physically see that almost all these rivers & streams are
over-mined and in an extremely depleted condition. Over the
years, the river bed levels in these streams has considerably gone
down, more than 10 metres in some of the cases. Visible feature
due to excessive sand mining, such as difference in the level of
the upstream & downstream and cracks appearing in the
retaining wall supporting the base of the bridges in the regions
are found aplenty.
The stricter norms and regulations regarding the sand mining
in the neighboring states like in Punjab, has also stressed the
critical situation in BBN Area vis-a-vis river bed mining. An old
story of ‘Feeding the Rich’ where the development needs of the
towns & cities are over-exploiting the resources of a region like
BBN. The story continues!

The elephant in the room called
COMMON EFFLUENT TREATMENT PLANT
Last year in January, MoEF gave the Environmental Clearance for
setting up a Common Effluent Treatment Plant for the BBN Industrial
units at Kaindhuwal,Baddi. The total project will cost Rs. 82 Crores
approx. with Rs. 60 Crores specifically for the plant & the rest
Rs. 22 Crores for the Miscellaneous works like roads, and repairs.
The headlines indicate that the HimachalPradesh State Pollution
Control Board (HP SPCB) & the BBN Development Authority have
finally clicked together- a package deal in their basket which they
can show off as well.
However, the members of HPEPO have all together a different
perspective, a different story to say. Firstly, out of the total 2063
Industrial units, only 1260 (more than 60%) units are proposed to
be covered by the CETP. It will be too early to comment on the actual
numbers of industrial units in the red category included in this 1260
units. Secondly, instead of utilising it optimally, the treated water
will be injected into the rivers, as per the initial proposal. And then,
there lies a major risk. Past experiences from the other industrial
areas have shown that the pollutants are instead discharged in a
more concentrated form by the CETP’s. ■
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Two young environmental enthusiasts with so much
passion and a lot of swag, got the audience completely
enthralled, with all the numbers and the facts.
Panchkula had pleasant evenings; we went for strolls in
the bright moon light without any care or any fright
Danced and sang our day away, with a lot in our minds to
basically say

Dawn came, moved a figure slow and fragile.
An evening with a lady, so complete!
A name called out Madhu Sarin
The woman who helped save the Sukhna
Lake, got a name and a beautiful face.

After long hours in the moving bus with
heads popping to the musical cho – rus.
We arrived at our destination – Panchkula,
was not a big attraction .

It was an expedition to open up our minds to the
realities that’s grappling all our lives.
It started on the 10th of June with so much vigour we
could have conquered the moon,
But we kept our destination very “Down to Earth”
because that needed our attention just as much.

Nineteen minds with nineteen souls, each pre – occupied
with individual goals.
Came together to reflect upon their decisions of how
suddenly it all comes down to “Agenda for Survival”

A journey started with a lot of questions in mind, of
whether we were ready to make a move and take a stand.
For what’s happening all around us is not a consequence of
distressed minds, but what we call the free – will and the
notion of not giving a damn.
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TRAVEL —

In the lush green fields of Punjab was a man who made
a difference, grew the veggies without any hindrance.
He didn’t use chemicals to kill the pests, made his
compost in a buc-ket
You meet big figures in stalling ways. You admire their
work, that they’ve come a long way.
Umendra Dutt with a powerful personality, said Kheti
Virasat Mission is his way to give the earth what we so
selfishly took away.

After a long day, a plan for the night already made our way
Let’s relax a bit and live the Chandigarh way
A few parted ways to the Sukhna Lake, the others had their
priorities straight, good Punjabi food stole the show away.

Next destination, factory inspection we entered the
gates of Ambuja cement-industry so massive, it had
its own roads and traffic
Conversations got heated up there, women
employment was low on scale
Bone of contention became heavier now, how could
you have just two women around?
We got to experience the earth first hand
So much waste and little land!
Landfills shook our brains away, industrial
waste which harms our lives were put
away under the lines
Emotions ran high this time, questions
were raised
How could you inject all the waste inside
the mother’s land?

MONOLOGUE

We bid adieu to Panchkula, we got closer there as a group.
Now came the time to go higher up in the sky, to witness the nature
in an even special way.
Mr. Bains got his patent line-children, we are having kadi chawal this
time!
The scenic beauty of the mountains calmed us down, we made our
way into the valley of Himachal Pradesh

n SHRADHA SINHA
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True to his name, Ghuman Singh made
his point with all fairness.
Won’t let them exploit my state as a tourist
destination.

There are trouts in the Tirthan, waiting in abundance,
but fishing was not our forte
Came back after a nice, long bath, met the man, who
made a difference
Fighting for his people, and his mother nature, to
keep his home a sacred haven

That trek to the fall, got us heaving a lot. It was 4
kilometers of pure, cruel pain
But when you reach the site and saw the water
from that height, it was mystical like the blue
moon lake.
A camper’s bay, we got tents to stay
We crashed for the night, with a rare moon in sight,
waiting for the next few days

Great Himalayan national park-the
name so majestic, so sublime
Banjar was our destination, a village
somewhere in the middle of nowhere
Our bus acted funny, stopped in the
middle, and decided to be fussy
Then we all were ready to spend the
night under the dark moonlight and
water flowing in close range.
Cars came by to give us a ride to the
pretty, pretty estate
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So much drama in a day, diving into the water
turned out to be a mistake
There were rescuing hands all around to save the
man who was going to drown

Packed our bags and headed upwards, to meet the colonel
full of life, made me realize how short was mine.
He climbed the Kanchenjunga that strong, smiling man, his
head held high with that beard and the tan.
Stop and look for inspiration around, even if it’s that small
fallen leaf on the ground

Kothi was our last roulette, a small village in the corner
quietly experiencing that sonder.
Mountain etiquettes was a word, didn’t strike us in this
world.
Those bonfire nights and conversations deep, the
loving verse and the crying weep
Those expeditions down in the villages, with the
welcoming feet
The trek to Gulaba and the tumbling down feet

MONOLOGUE

So these days taught us well, man and
nature can survive together as well
The 21 hour long journey back to base,
we all pondered upon our ways-it was
nature that will be, we are just
temporary.
So till then-“just one hand, one heart,
till death do us apart” n
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KEYSTONE

At the apex sits the 'keystone', a wedged-shaped stone, that firmly locks the arch into position. In our
ecosystem too, 'keystone species' have a critical role in maintaining our diversity. I was recently asked to
imagine that 'I', humankind were at the center of the solar system with planets orbiting around me. But
civilization, industrialization and globalization have brought upon the 'nau graham' = 9 eclipse (bad omen).

Heartbeats for the city trees

“The hum of bees in the voice of the
garden” Elizabeth Lawrence
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“This is the providence in the fall
of a sparrow,” Hamlet, Shakespeare

“The grove is the centre of their whole religion” Tacitus

