
Human wildlife conflict

Is there anything new?
Yes, there is!!





How much is the damage?







Tricky science



• Habitat loss/fragmentation
• Seasonal pinch periods in the habitat
• Increasing population
• Greater nutritious value of crops over wild 

forage

Rigorous causal inference analysis

forage
• Disappearing human fear



Unscientific beliefs about nature
• Nature is always in a state of balance
• Human activities always disturb the balance
• After removing humans nature will repair itself 

automatically
• Animals prefer to stay inside forests• Animals prefer to stay inside forests
• Animals come in conflict only because they do 

not find enough food/water in the forests
• The “two habitat theory” 
As damaging to conservation as the “two nation 

theory” was for pre-independence India



China model: India model
Overhunting of sparrows lead to failed agriculture in China (late 
1950s). 

Total ban on hunting of many species 
in India is heading in the same 
direction. Total agricultural failure. 



The critical role 
of hunting in 
the origin of 
agriculture





HWC mitigation: What is being talked about?

• Natural habitat restoration
• Compensation (immediate relief, reliable source of data as 

feedback)

• Population control 
- contraception
- hunting/culling- hunting/culling

What is not being talked about?

• Changing animal behaviour
• Changing human behaviour



Behaviour optimized wildlife policy

• Support cum Reward (SuR) replaces compensation protocols
• Damage monitoring as feed back 
• Continued research with relevant questions
• Regulated hunting: • Regulated hunting: 

- population control
- Reinstating human avoidance behaviour
- developing a behaviourally sound regulation 
system







https://milindwatve.in/2025/10/04/policy-development-
by-citizens-contribute-if-you-are-interested/

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0P5BI50-
xM2cVShPNEnOTnjVo3fterI/view


