Climate Change: Apocalypse is now

What the findings say? Globally? Nationally? About
(Lack of) Policy trigger? ... flagging agendas
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‘Developed countries ha

India slams
climate
inance goal

JAYANTA BASU

Belem (Brazil): India on
Saturday accused develop
countries of deviating from

mato inanco and demanded
nm climate funding shov
cable additional and
nwashiny

India made the interv
tlon at the COP30 climate
‘summit in Belem while speak
ing on behalf of the LMDC
(ltke-minded developed coun-
tries) group, which represents
over 50 per cent of the world's
population.

India said the new cli
‘mate finance target of at least
\;ou ilion azmally by 2%

ed upon at the Baku cli-
mate summit last year, was
a “suboptimal decision” as 1t
lacked a clear commitment
from developed countries.

“ ...The provislons of the
finance under 9.1 are a legal
obligation of the developed
countries, nota voluntary A
Article 9.3 expects lln»eln)}@d
countries to also lead 1n mo-
bilisation,” sald Suman Chan-
dra, the Indian representative
at the Belem meeting, explain-
ing how the climate finance
decision at Baku deviates from
tho Paris Agrooment ratified

close to 200 e

“Grants and concessional
resources under Article9.1 can
lower the cost of capital, facil-
tating a robust pipeline of In-
vestments in developing coun-

dra pointed out.
erate that 9.1 of
the Parls Agreement sits at
r dscussion on
climate finance... provis

oF Mnance (shoiid bo madey
in a way that Is predictable
nd additional and devold of

concerns of greenwashing,
the Indian representative
sald, pointing out that proper
financial decision s critical
for any progress on the Paris

ement and the d

C
India has also Dointed out

thata recentsynthesis oport,
prepared in accordanc
un Parls Agreement L]
showed “cs

o sonmigen o Teport
a decrease n financial sup-
port compared to the previou
Jottn, wit vednctions Tase:
ing n om ;l % and 76-100%
res

Agreement states: “...Devel-

‘oped country parties shall pro-

vide financial resources to as-

sist developing countr

With respect to both mitigation

sdarepiation I.nummumlon
obligations

the lead 1n mobilising
climate flnance from a wide

1 e, tho
s had set the annual
climate finance goal at $1.3 tril-
lion, but developed countries
‘agreed to only one-third of the
amountafter a prolonged nego-
tiation that overshot the sched-
uled deadline by over aday.
During the ongoing CO
Baku to Belem financial road
map was presented Jointly by
the presidents of both COP2)
and 30. Climate experts have
criticised the road map for
lacking adequate vision and
penetration on the ground.
n a significant move in
ciimate diplomag
representative thanked the

submission for “highlighting
how that |mb;\l.u\w (mitisa
tlon and adaptatl
Sarkly" in henancalollow
model of developed countries.
During the meeting, sevel
al countries supported India’s
posttion on finance. China sald
the climate finance support
system should stay true to the
original purpose and spirit of
the convention and the Paris
Agreement. e small 1
vulnerable countr
the financo to be predictable,
transvarent. and resvonsive
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justice and territorial protection during the COP30 summit in

urday. (Reuters)

Study: Carbon emission

at

JAVANTA BASU

Belem: Global c «rbon emis
jons Iinked tc
Brakcied 1o hit o allime
high of 33.1 billion tonnes this
ar, '\mpun published
e COP30 climate
~umml| h‘L“nm(I
g to the Global
carbon] B\Klgﬂ( Selatist oo
gas

ginal \ncroass
over the last year.
‘The report alsopointed out
that India contributes 3.2 bil-
of

olume and its rate

slon growth, though sl g
than the global average, 1s

gradually deciining owing to

‘The report finds that the
current volume of global
greenhouse gas emission 1s
about 10 per cent higher than
2015, when the Paris Agree-
ment was adopted, observing
that the trend 1s a clear sign
that despite progress, the
world 1s still heading in the
wrong direction.

During COP21 in Pari
the participating countri
had inked an agreement tocut
global emission collectively
and rapidly to keep the global
temperature rise within man-

able limit.

‘The study report, prepares
by Future Earth and World Cl
mate Research Programme,

1.1 per centrise in
Elobal carbon amisstons from

2025 compared
Py year. It claims that
me Temaining carbon budget
bal tem-

p-rum- rise within the Parls
reement-mandated 15°C

ummurmmi vels

n budget is the
maximum amount of oo
lative net green!

into the atmosphere without
exceeding a 0
global warming,
Tha skutyshowed: fhat
India produced about 3
LTS wnnﬂu\n gas

Hon tonnes 224, which sset
toriseabout 1.4 per cent t03.23
billion this year.

“India’s emissions are pro-
Jected to Increase by 1.4

early monsoon (that) reduced
ooling requirements in the
hottest months ..combined
with strong growth In renew-

1gures point out that
China 1s following the same
pattern.
The report, however,
emitter
gross volume in 2025, with
lln]unvl emissions of 123bil-
lion ollowed by the US
withs bilio tonnes and ndia,
which has a low per capita
generati
Under Donald Trump, the

ecord high in 2025

US 15 set to record an annual
Increas o around 1 9per cent
cenhouse gas emissions

n 2025, after ecording nega
tive or no growth n the previ

e
warming below 1.5°C
longor plansibla” sald
Hadingatain of
nst
holed the s, adin
the remanin 0
for 15°C, which 1s 170 bil
of carbon dio
beexhausted befor
Corment st tate.
Corinne Le Qu
Soctety Resea
at the UEA's
ronmental §
pointed out that
to tackle climate change ai
visible, with 35 countries
succeeding in reducing thelr
emissions while growing thetr
eco

Unless we sharply cut
down the foss] fuel emission
oun thestuation may quil

red a

adding that the atast ropori
as also busted the myth of
coal being the most critical
emitting source as it mmﬂb
utes 43 per cent against
cent contributed by ofl fort
gas togethe e flgures
are showing that emissions
coal are increasing at a
lesser rate compared to other
fuels ik and ofl,” the
xvert added.
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Climate catastrophe: Headlines do tell a story

Impact on India among the worst, says Lancet report

CIlmate risk to health

T Cal

UN report warns world has

entered ‘uncharted territory’
as future warming set to

New Delhi: Health threats em-
anating from climate change
have reached record-breaking

roportions in most countries,
with India being one of the
most impacted, a go!

e repat titled “Count
a and Climate

ndicators tracking
health threats reaching... new

exceed earlier estimates
One million species threatened, with Asia
among the most vulnerable regions; long-term
economic gains possible if countries shift away
from fossil fuel-driven development

‘The climate crisis is a
is. As the planet

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, director-general of the
World Healt

CLaking threats to our
calth.

ness of climate inaction — by
ikt yelnting
le from climate extremes.

in New Delhi in June. Fileict

ants and the elderly in India ~land areas, has spread 10 the

ujarat, are especially vul

and onmm,mu fossil fuel ad-  have been most affected by Himalayas while dengue ex- nerable fo the impacts of sea
diction. matic events.“From - panded throughout the coun: 7
o eport says that cin 2 each infant and [
23, oople were exposad t 5 millon paope in O
s s iy or Ly By i T ol

v hreat Fwappec s riepsoie,  Audes alboplclss mosguioes gt etze above
ures than 1y; 47 pey er cent from  triggering migrati
expected Without climate (yven compared 10 100196, 1911660 L0200 213 shows _pars tat.Out studies hve
ange’ that s als shown that 7 out of 10 families
extreme drought affected 48 from the physical ined that tho constal opula- i Suncerban mig d
of thegibal Kndare

Atan pathogen suchas vi- - withother fctrs,
level ever recort tcaise utnfections  ole in the dymamn
"The impact of climate _ reporttatng that 101 bilon _ and holera be ot care Tubin Ghosh, &
change on India w potential labour hours were  ingclimatic condition. archer and protestor at

compared with the global st due to heat exposure in he coastal areas of the Y«Ia\lnu' University

$141 billion was the  coun India aspires

income loss from I the rise in sea leve Mt s o
must kopin mind that beaith

e impacts due to rising climat

g

tw
son was exposed to more  heatin over 7,500km, fac
Than 2,400 hours, thoequiva:  The report alsoshows that _ hreats from Fising s
lent 10100 days, per year when  in the decade ending in 2023, ~els driven by both natural ~growth. Healthy people build
light outdoor activity like ~climate change has substan- processes and human activ- a healthy nation and hence

tally altered the Indi s .

dynamics of clim more d
th tive Sanjay Va
i The Telegroph Ind Jaria, w al- L Climate

i o TN e e South Asia.

Investing in global energy and food system transitions could prevent nine
million premature deaths by 2050, largely from reduced air pollution, the UN
said. iStock
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JAYANTA BASU

Belem: India s among the
top 10 most climate-impacted
countries in the world, accord-
ing to a global report released
in Belem on Tuesday evening,
Brazil time.

The report shows that
heatwaves, storms, floods and
other extreme weather events
have hit many vulnerable
countries hard In recent years,
including

g

The Climate Risk Index,
2026, by Germanwatch, com-
piled based on data from the
International Disaster Data-
base (EM-DAT) on extreme
weather events and socloeco-
nomic data from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
and the World Bank, says that
over 8,30,000 fatalities and #45
trillion have been lost due to
climate-triggered events over
the last three decadles.

The report states that
Dominica, Myanmar and Hon-
duras have been most affected
by extreme weather over the
past 30 years. It states that
while almost all countries in

the top rank are in the global
south, five European coun-
tries and the US appear among
the top 30, indicating the
quickly spreading pan-global
impact of climate change.

According to the report,
around 40 per cent of the
worldwide population (of
over 3 billion) currently live
in the 11 countries that have
been most severely affected by
climate change-triggered ex-

e Weather events over the
past 30 years.

India, the ninth most tm-
pacted country, has a popula-
tionof nearly 1.4billion. China
is ranked 11th.

Libya 1s fourth on the lst,
followed by Haitl, while the
Philippines, recently impacted
by the typhoons Kalmaeg! and
Fung-wong, 1s placed at the
‘seventh posttion.

France occupled the
overall 12th position, high-
est among the industrialised
countries, followed by Italy
at 16th. The US, whose Presi-
dent Donald Trump appears

India in cllmate-rlsk top 10 Report

0 ranme
lﬁ'ﬁm e

HoFoen

rotest against big agri
venue for the COP30 UN Climate Summﬂ in Belem, Brazil,
on Monday. (APPTI

“In total, the Index record-
ed over 9,700 extreme weather
events between 1996 and 2024,
with more than 8,30,000 fatal-
itles and over $4.5 trillion In
direct damage, adjusted for in-
flation. Heatwaves and storms
pose the greatest threat to
human life when 1t comes
to extreme weather events,”
Laura Schafer, one of the
Climate Risk Index authors,
told! ’l'lm ’Iblﬂ!mnh

change, 1s ranked 18th.

ed by far
the greumsl monetary dam-

age, while floods were respon-
sible for the greatest number
of people affected by extreme
wemher she said

untries such as Indla,
Hatt and the Philippines face

importance of more funding
to address loss and damage
caused by climate challenges.

On Monday, the first day
of the global climate summit
COP30 in Belem, many called
for applying for the loss and
damage-linked UN funds, a
first of 1ts kind and hatled as
historical by many. However,
activists frowned on the paltry
$250 million in the fund’s Kitty.

Experts sald that Indla
had consistently been affected
by climate change. The ear-
lier index of Germanwatch,
released in 2020, showed that
India had recorded the maxi-
mum number of deaths — 2,081
— from climate-triggered ex-
treme weather events in 2018,
India was also second in terms
of economic losses In.

“The latest report under-

as
they are hit by floods, heat-
waves, or storms so regularly
that entire regions can hardly
Tecover from the impact until
the next event hits,” sald Vera
Kanzel, the co-author of the
index. The expert pointed out
that the result underlines the

lines g hange
impact on India and calls for
policy changes not only at the
global level but also at the na-
tional level to ensure that the
vulnerable populations can
counter such impacts more
strongly in future,” an Indian
expert at Belem said.

COP of Truth’s ending

highlights bitter reality of
discord between Global North
and South

30th Conference of the Parties (COP30).
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Few hits but many misses as a compromised
and weak text emerges almost a day after
summit’s scheduled closure

COP30 President Andre Correa do Lago during closing plenary meetit
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New Delhi: The last monsoon
in India ranks among the 10
‘most expensive and impactful
climate disasters of the vear,
according to a global report
P\lbllsned in Lcnuon around

"Tho new Christian Ald
report, “Counting the Cost
2025", has found that the top 10
disasters stemming from heat
‘waves, wildfires, droughts and
storms have cost the world
‘more than $120 billion n 2025,
nsoon impact tn India,
alongside Pakistan, 1s ranked
on financial losses.
“...India’s monsoon season
started with the wettest May
since records began. By Sep-
tember, the country had re-
celved 8 per cent more
than the average, with 2,277
flood and heavy rain events re-

Aflood-affected area in Chennai on December 3. (PTI)

reglons of me worm finding
space1n the rej

Teport stated.
‘Asta accounted for four of
the t

Rain ravages among global top 10

disasters are a warning of
what lies ahead 1f we do not
accelerate the ion away
from fossll fuels,” Christian
Ald CEO Patrick Watt.

Arecent assessment by the
think tank Centre for Sclence
and Environment (CSE) on
disasters in India during 2025,
‘mainly based on offictal data,
highlights the devastating tm-
pact of disasters, particularly
themonsoon.

“India faced extreme
weather events on 99 per
cent of days In the first nine
months of this year, marked
by heat and cold waves, light-
ning and storms, heavy rain,
floods and landslides. These

and Eaton mlnﬁrvs in Califor-

st
mm flooding in India and Pa-

op, leading

Bkmw over ssobilion.
Extreme rainfall, flooding

and landslides in India and

‘The report underscored
giie escalating cost of cli-
e change, with fossil fuel
ipanies playing a central

in driving the crisis... the
test toll (being) felt in the

It identified the year’s 10
costliest extreme events n-
fluenced by the climate crisis,
each causing damage worth
over $1 billion. No continent
was spared from crippling cli-
‘mate disasters this year, with
at least one extreme event
in each of the six populated

ber have cumulatively led to a
Loss of §5.6 bilion.

“From June to Septem-
ber, large parts of India and
Pakistan experienced an
exceptlonally heavy mon-

season. Torrential rains

Kistan than 1,860
people, the reportadded.

based only on insured losses,
meaning the true financlal
costs were likely to be higher.
‘The human costs are often not
factored in.

“These disasters are not
“natural’ — they are the pre-
dictable result of continued
fossil

crops,
es, and killed appm)l‘lmamly
58,982 animals,” the CSE re.
port stated, adding that the
damage was likely tobe higher
s the data were incomplete.
CSE report sh
that India witnessed ex
weather on all 122 mon:
X 355t
‘and Union Territories.
“Heavy rain, floods,

‘Dbegan early,
floods, landslides, cloudbursts
and flash floods, particular-
1y 1n mountatnous regions.

»glon, rivers over-
fowet, armiands woro tnin:
dated, glactal melt worsened
flooding, and thousands of
towns were submerged,” the

ical delay,” sald Joanna Halgh,
professor emeritus at Imperial
College London.

“This year has once again
shown the stark reality of cli-
‘mate breakdown. . The poor-
est communities are first and
worst affected. These climate

lowed by lightning and storms
on 104 days, cloudbursts on

that
worst-hit, with natural disas-
ters affecting it on 103 days, fol-
lowed by Gujarat and Madhya
Pradesh on 94 days each.

The Telegraph
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Belem on Saturday. (Reuters)

JAYANTA BASU fossil fuels In 2025 compared
to the last year. It claims that
the remaining carbon budget

al tem-
The Plurals or

Belem: Global carbon emis-

d15°C
n about
icontin-

is the
ORY ¢ cumu-
1se gas
released
without
level of

TEs
Trump order makes US
exit 66 global
organisations; signals end
to climate action

BY THE PLURALS NEWS NETWORK & JANUARY 8, 2026

2d that
3.1bil-
Juse gas
3.19bil-
chisset

1tt03.23

In a sweeping executive order, President Trump has
withdrawn the United States from 66 international
organizations, including the critical UNFCCC. The mov:
marks a definitive shift toward a fossil-fuel-centric
economy, utilizing Venezuelan oil reserves. While the
administration deems these agencies "redundant,’
experts and former officials warn this isolationism col

cede global renewable leadership to China. " capita

mn. the

READ MORE —
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Protesters call for climate justice and territorial protection during the COP30 summit in

Study: Carbon emission
at record high in 2025

METRO E

US 1s set to record an annual
increase of around 1.9 per cent
in greenhouse gas emissions
1in 2025, after recording nega-
tive or no growth in the previ-
0us tWo years.

“With CO2 emissions st]
increasing, keeping glo
warming below 1.5°C 1s
longer plausible,” sald
Plerre Friedlingstein of Ei
ter’s Global Systems Institutes
who led the study, adding that
the remaining carbon budget
for 1.5°C, which 1s 170 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide, will
be exhausted before 2030 at the
current emission rate.

Corinne Le Quéré, a Royal
Society Research professor
at the UEA’s School of Envi-
ronmental Sciences, howev-
er, pointed out that “efforts
to tackle climate change are
visible, with 35 countries
succeeding in reducing their
emissions while growing their
economies”.

“Unless we sharply cut
down the fossil fuel emission
soon, the situation may quick-
ly go out of hand,” warned an
India-based climate expert,
adding that the latest report
has also busted the myth of
coal being the most critical
emitting source as 1t contrib-
utes 43 per cent against 55 per
cent contributed by oil and
gas together. “The figures
are showing that emissions
from coal are Increasing at a
lesser rate compared to other
fuels like gas and ofl,” the
exnert added




Climate catastrophe: Headlines do tell a story

Billions, including
children, are under severe

World going in wrong
direction as greenhouse

Reports bare cause and
effect of climate change in

India a global hotspot of
methane emissions from

risk for living close to fossil
fuel infrastructure: first
global study

gas emissions hit all-time
high, warns report

India’s emission rise set to slow down as the US

The study vindicates the need for an immediate roadma
v a projected to record sharpest rise among major emitters 2025

for fossil fuel cuts and an anti-fossil fuel treaty, feel

activists BY JAYANTA BASU £ NOVEMBER 13, 2025

® 3 MINUTES READ (© 3 MINUTES READ

L+ [5] o | n REURSY

BY JAYANTA BASU (% NOVEMBER 12, 2025 Al 167 VIEWS

® 5 MINUTES READ Il 166 VIEWS

L+ [ o | » [ENIS

& ® X B -

Bitter pill emerges from
the COP of truth, few hits

but several misses likely to overshoot

Several key proposals flagged off in COP30 final

statement but implementation remains uncertain without
i . One million species stand threatened, long-term GDP
adequate fund commitment
boom possible if we shift soon from fossil fuel-driven

Jas emission has reach
development

BY JAYANTA BASU & NOVEMBER 24, 2025
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India during 2024

The country experienced the warmest year on record last

BY JAYANTA BASU [ NOV

UN report warns that rate
of future global warming

stubble burning: UN
report at COP30

One-tenth of global emissions is from India, the world’s

year, as well as highest frequency of disasters ever in

third largest methane emitter after China and the US
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Extreme weather events
pushed millions in

i 2025 to “limits of

1 adaptation”, says global
i report

Climate change-led disasters hit the vulnerable and the
. - . . TrustedSite
d one disaster aln marginalised disproportionately
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2010-2019 average vs 1951-1980 baseline

—T T T T oC
-4.0-2.0-1.0-05-02 02 05 1.0 20 4.0

COP 30 came to an end in Belem, Brazil after a dramatic plenary that

had to be suspended and reconvened even after presidential gav@ling

(Photo Credit: UNFCCC)

¢
Escalating heat: Is the world crossing the temperature limit (Photo

Climate change is found to play a significant role in enhancina

disasters (Photo Credit: The Plurals) (4 Trustedsite
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Himalayan cities at high
risk from climate change

CSE's State of India’s Environment 2024 report attributes
44 per cent of India’s disasters between 2013 and 2022
to Himalayan climate change

ORRORC)

JAYANTA BASU

Belem: Heat-related challeng-

es in Calcutta and Delhi have

found mention in a global re-
onthe

UN heat-stress

report lists
Calcutta, Delhi

India face heightened heat-re-
lated morbidity and mortality,
lower labour productivity, and
stressed water systems due to
extremeheatand infrastructure
C " the report said.

B AT e port
- —_— of the COP30 climate summit
— ] ere on Tuesday.

Thereport, prepared by the

~= 72

e S I Bk Siineevors IEREes 1A
§ pro-

Extreme heat to affect 3.8 i
y

billion by 2050, highest in .
. y the
India: Oxford study e
pollu-

India to face elevated threats to health, agriculture and i“‘i'%z
economy, increasing inequality .
s the

lated

BY THE PLURALS NEWS NETWORK =

The ice-melt from tt
Himalayan range an
and east of Himach
to 365in 2015.
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File photoaranh
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Delhi-based hospitals had
reported 275 heatwave-relat
deaths in May-June 2024. E:

treme heat currently resul
1in a 4 per cent loss of Delhi’S
total economic output du
reduced worker productl
It s projected to increase
per cent by 2050.

“Heat stress in Delt
exacerbated by high level
air pollution, which wors
health outcomes. For chilc
in poverty, this combina
of heat and air pollutio
estimated to reduce life ex
tancy by up to five years ¢
pared to wealthier resider
anexpert said.

Earlier UN reports
highlighted Calcutta’s
nerability to heat. The cif
projected to reach a maxin
temperature of 50°C by !
and 1ts Celsius surge m
cross 35° for about 150 day
a year by the same timel

Extreme heat to affect 3.8 billion by 2050, Says an: Oxford study (Photo

The Telegraph
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Alarm on Gangotri snow depletion

JAYANTA BASU

Calcutta: A recently published
study by IIT Indore sclentists
and others has found a telltale
effect of climate change on the

third largest methane emitter after China and the US

Y JAYANTA BASU

B oo

ajournal of the Indian Soclety
of Remote Sensing.

It has been prepared by
hydrology experts from ITT In-
dore alongside scientists from
four US-based universities and

India a global hotspot of *
methane emissions from '
stubble burning: UN s
report at COP30

One-tenth of global emissions is from India, the world’s

followed by glacier melt (21 per
cent), rainfall-runoff (11 per
cent)and base flow (4 per cent),
its relative share is sliding.
“The data analysis shows
that while the snowmelt con-
tinues to dominate the overall
‘Gangotri glacier flow, its share
has gradually reduced in re-
cent decades as less snow falls
in the region due to the grad-
ually Increasing temperature.
This 1s clearly a signature im-
pact of climate change,” Mohd
Farooq Aza, who 1s with both
IIT Indore and ICIMOD, and
supervisor of the study, told
The Telegraph on Monday.
“Moreover, since the 1990s,
peak discharge has shifted
from August to July, driven by
reduced winter precipitation
and earlier summer melting, a
trend that can have severe im-
plications for hydropower gen-

eration, irrigation and water
securlty at higher elevations,”
says the report.

The report, in conclusion,
explains: “...Long-term trend
analysis indicates an increas-
ing trend in mean annual
temperature with a decreasing
trend in snow cover area, re-
sulting in a decreasing trend
of snowmelt on GGS (Gangotrl
glaclal system) over 1980-2020.
Conversely, rainfall-runoff
and base flow have exhibited
Increasing trends ... suggest-
ing warming-induced hydro-
logical changes, directly link-
ing climate change with the
Gangotri trend.”

“The trend is being found
in many places. Even in Lada-
kh, I have observed a similar
melting trend,” said Abhijit
Mukherjee, a groundwater
scientist at IIT Kharagpur.




Critical State of Climate Affairs

2024 | 2025 has been part of the warmest year ever cohort ; last 10 years

IPCC —AR 6 report, painted a dark future , Code Red to dire
consequences

World is on course to 3 to 5 degree temp rise by 2080-2100 under BAU

Just released WMO's State of the Global Climate report confirmed that
2024 first calendar year to be more than 1.5°C above the pre-industrial
era, (Global Mean : 1.55 £ 0.13 °C) above the 1850-1900 average.

SLR has increased to 4.6 mm/yr from 3.2 mm/ yr earlier ;

1.5 degree Paris agreement target was breached in 2025; 43% emission
to be cut by 2030 to remain on track with 1.5 degree C limit

Large part of population distressed; forced climate migration increasing
Carbon di oxide, after a lull, is again on the rise

Climate change scenario entering into uncharted territory

Climate change and health linkage

Finance flow is a real issue ; politicians accused for inaction



Lack of) Climate Action: Money vs Market debate

Market and mitigation
dominated G20 climate
actions — not a good signal
leading to COP28, claim

experts

Woefully inadequate in response to
Global Stocktake Report and unlikely to
keep temperature rise within 1.5°C

By Jayanta Basu
Published: Thursday 14 September 2023

Launch of

Septenblc. | New Dfin 8

in COP 28 - 30;
Market and
Mitigation
dominated; Global
South including
India opposed
sought focus on
adaption finance in
COP 30 (However
India did the same
during G 20
Chairmanship and
recent budget
( Economic Survey
—observations vs —

2026-27 Budget)
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Climate Action : Key concerns at hand

Covid impact on economy , being used as an alibi

Conflict impact : Ukraine — Russia war / Israel —
Palestine war — direct and indirect; latest Venezuela

Migration and Market seems to be taking over

Ambition Gap as new NDCs announced by various
countries; were not good enough as per science

GST report highlighting concern
Loss and Damage fund details to be worked out

Fund flow — 5.8 to 5.9 trillion USD/ 4 trillion USD per
year as per G 20 declaration; to trigger discussion in
COP 28

Fossil Fuel cut related discourse ; agreement
demanded



Belem COP 30 Conclusion

The COP of truth, as Brazilian president Lula had christened COP30,
concluded, with a weak and compromised final draft exposing the discord
within Global South and Global North countries.

While UN experts hailed it as “successful” despite challenges, vulnerable

least-developed countries and activists criticised it for not doing enough for
finance and fossil fuel cuts, though admitting that the Belém outcome looks
better than Baku for bringing back key issues of climate justice on the table.

The final draft, got accepted after a fair share of drama with several countries
raising objections even after it was sealed, was praised for announcing the
Loss and Damage project window, Just Transition action plan and a gender-
based action plan, but the core issue of finance, particularly adaptation
finance, continued to be pushed back without adequate commitment from
developed countries. Need to tripling Adaptation finance accepted

The plenary had to reconvene where the text initially presented was accepted
with the caveat that issues of fossil fuel cut roadmap and indicators of Global
Goal of Adaptation (GGA), will be discussed at Bonn in June 2026.



= e Taylor & Francis Group

an informa business °

File Format: PDF v Reading Options v

Changing Tides

Climate Action and Justice in India

Edited by Anjal Prakash and Marcella D'Souza

Innovations, Practice and the Future of Public Policy in India

Do

15

CLIMATE ACTION

Linking international negotiation,
Indian policy, and local community
with focus on the Sundarbans

Jayanta Basu

15.1 Introduction

This chapter analyses the milestones and dynamics of international climate
negotiation and their link with India’s climate policy. It also examines how
linked issues and developments embrace climate actions within local com-
munities, both at the planning and the implementation levels.

The focus is on the Sundarbans in the state of West Bengal, India, off the
Bay of Bengal, because it is considered a hotbed of global climate change.

The analysis looks at all three aspects, independently and in tandem, to
understand the holistic qualitative and quantitative outputs of ground-level
climate actions and how robust and adequate they are in combating the
greatest existential crisis of modern times.

It will also bring to the fore that increasing awareness and discourse
regarding all three aspects vis-a-vis undertaking climate action having hardly
turned into action on the ground so far. Also thart there have been yawning
gaps within science-based emissions cut needs and implementation.

15.2 Methodology

Data and information for the first two aspects — international negotiation
and Indian policy — were gathered from secondary sources. These consisted
mainly of peer-reviewed and official reports and communiques published by
the United Nations or its subsidiary organisations and the Government of
India, as well as various other research organisations, by adopting both ver-
tical and horizontal approach to neutralise any bias in understanding and
analysis.

DOI: 10.4324/9781003660255-19
This chapter has been made available under a CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 license.



Global scenario: major takeaways

Slow-paced global negotiation particularly since COP 21; not enough
continuity of thought process; Covid and wars contributed

Global agreements searching for low hanging soft solutions and long-term
timelines like setting up of Net Zero targets

More focus on market driven mitigation; far less on adaptation finance

It also seems that climate discourse needs to be linked with other
multilateral global discourses; be it at International Monetary Fund (IMF),
World Trade Organization (WTO) and likewise

The region and city related climate action discourse needs to be increased;
as often the country-based discourse fails to reflect and accommodate the
heterogeneity of the subnational regions vis-a-vis climate risk; youth factor

Stronger follow up of institutional frameworks such as the
operationalisation of Loss and Damage Fund Facility and Fossil Fuel
discontinuation required & achieving Global Net Zero status by around
2050.



Climate Change

Climate experts fear global
climate action to be

‘Trampled’, and Baku COP
finance talks to be affected,
post US election results

Vulnerable populations across world, including
India, may suffer if global climate action gets
slowed down

Donald J Trump  @realDonaldTrump /X

‘ Jayanta Basu

Published on: 07 Nov 2024, 12:51 pm

iStock

Climate Change

‘More than Trump himself,
quickly spreading Trumpism
will be dangerous for global
climate action’

Harjeet Singh, a prominent global climate
activist, on the various and significant
repercussions of Trump’s climate policies,
including their effects on India

‘ Jayanta Basu

Published on: 28 Jan 2025, 1:46 pm

Donald Trump factor

The world may be better prepared than 2016; but the impact is
still high on global climate geopolitics with several countries may
follow Trumpism.

European countries, China and India have to take lead

On Feb. 14, 2025 Trump signed an executive order to create a
new “National Energy Dominance Council,” aimed at increasing
the country's oil and gas production. (“drill, baby, drill” approach)

Columbia University’s “Climate Backtracker,” has identified more
than 45 efforts to scale back or eliminate federal climate
measures since Trump era started in first few months (125 env
actions in last time) —ranging from boosting fossil-fuel
production to withdrawing the U.S. from the Paris Climate
Accords (Elon Musk face off on e vehicle) ... he is continuing in
same way in 2026 (care of Venezuela oil)

However, market can play a counter role with Biden introduced
Inflation Reduction Act creased quite strong domestic climate
business momentum in US.

US states in favour of climate actions (‘US is still in” movement );
US state judiciary also opposing in general.



But ... there are
other stories as
well




Blame on hype and
an hour-long call

JAYANTA BASU

ris, Dec. 13: The hype
India whipped up and the po-
litical investments it made at
the Paris climate summit m
among other factors, have
prompted it to compromise on
a number of issues while
agreeingto theaccord, climate
analysts said today.

inion minis

ter Prakash Javadekar, who
had initially said the pact met
India’s expectations and cited
the inclusion of terminology
mentioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inthe text of
today conced-

is
normal in negotiations, we be-
lieve the agreement’ could
have been more ambitiou
Javadekar said. “We share
concerns of several friends
that this agreement does not
put us on the path to prevent
temperature rise below 2°C
and that the actions of devel-
oped countries are far below

h nsibili

ties and fair shares.”
climate negotia-
s said although

hu'mny oot

tainable lifestyles” — champi-
oned by the Indian governme-
nt, it largely compromises the
future interests of India and

Modi, Obama. (P11 and Reuters)

and keeping it out of operatio-
nal sections.

“Equity has not been oper-
ationalised in the agreement,
said an Indian climate policy
analyst who requested not fo
be named as he had been guid:
ingthe government during the
negotiations

“India created a great hype
in the summit with Prime
Minister Modi holding stage
with US President Bara
Obama and other global lead-
ersat the beginning,” another
analyst said. “India also set up
one of the costliest pavilions
and invested heavily in public
relations — there was then no
W to turn around from

jeet Singh of the non
government Action Aid said:
“If India had been so serious
about climate justice, it should
have resisted the deletion of
words like ‘compensation’ and
Tiability’ from the text of loss

‘The accord m(‘l\l(!?@ the te-
rm “climate justice” only in
the preamble, explicitly deny-
ingitas a universal principle

India has been one of the
worst sufferers of climate-
lnLuere(l dis: recent
and thos

asters in
keeping

words in the text would have
given the affected people a
window of support from the
polluting developed countries
and minimised their suffer-
ings.

1t is believed that Obama
used his clout with Modi and
other leaders to force a deal in
Paris.

Last week, Richard Verma,
the US ambassador to India,
had said Obama had discussed
the climate talks for over an
hour with Modi over the hot
line on Tuesday, four da
fore the Paris deal was seale
The White House had said th
en: “Both leaders emphasised
their personal
secure a strong climate chan-
geagreement this week....”

Today, an analyst said: “Pa-
ris is almost like what happe-
ned in Copenhagen. In Copen-
hagen, when everything seem-
ed over, Obama took it upon
himself to call Manmohan
Singh (the then Indian Prime
inister) back halfway from
penhagen airport to push a
deal. Here, he used long-dis
tance climate diplomacy when
thesituation became tough for
the developed countries.”

“The only reason Copen-
hagen failed and Paris sur
vived is that here, the French
handled the situation better,”
the analyst added

Obama has not shi
from claiming credit
President said last

night
“Today the American people
can be proud because this his-
toric agreement is a tribute to
American leadership.

India skips declaration
on climate and health

JAYANTA BASL

Dubai: The UN Climate
Change Conference(COP28)in
Dubai announced on Sunday
that 123 countries had signed
adeclaration on the impact of
climate change on health, an
issue occupying centre-stage
at a global climate summit for
the first time

However, India, a highly
vulnerable country, was a
conspicuous absentee from
the listof signatories although
officials said efforts were on
to persuade New Delhi to join

2 successive Global Cli
ik Index reports that
orofit Germanwatch
ased on the sidelines

global summits

had described India as one of
the topmost countries in cli-
mate-linked mortality

COP28 director-general
Majid Al Suwaidi expressed
hope that the climate-health
agenda would find space in
the cover text of COP28.
just not a declaration, we are
serious about it,” he told The
Telegraph.

“We must rapidly protect
and promote their (climate-af-
fected people’s) health and
well-being while improv-
ing the climate resilience of
healthcare systems and re-
duce climate-health risks.”

On India not signing the
declaration, Al Suwaidi said
efforts were on to engage with
all the countries that were yet
to sign it. “Our job is to facil-
itate; the final decision lies
with the countries, " he said.

A source in the Indian
delegation confirmed there
were no plans to be part of the
high-level ministerial meeting
convened on the agenda of

Members of the
International Federation
of Medical Students
Associations hold placards
duringa protest demanding
an end to fossil fuelsat
the COP28 World Climate
Summit in Dubai on Sunday.
(Reuters picture)

climate and health, as neither
Union health minister Man:
sukh Mandaviya nor any sen
for health official was attend
ingCOP28.

Senior WHO officials, the
agency that pushed the decla-
ration, said they were engag
ing with all countries, includ
ing II\(hd

A director of the
WHO'S public health and envi
ronment department, told this
newspaper: “India is an impor-
tant partner, a vast country with
a huge population; also, a coun-
try with big te(hnala;.zew Tam
surewe canfindaway

All major European coun-
tries, the US and China have
signed, COP sources said.

‘The declaration refers tovar-
fous important subjects linked
to health such as air pollution, a
key issue inIndia.

“We, on the occasion of the
first Health Day at the 28th UN
Climate Change Conference
(OOP28), express our grave con-
cernabout thenegative impacts
of climate change on health,”
says.

“We stress the importance
of addressing the interactions
between climate change and
‘human health and wellbeing...”

India had earlier countered
WHO data on air pollution and
Covid deathsinthecountry

“This, the climate-health
declaration, is the third major
pledge-cum-declaration, after
the food and energy-linked ones,

hat India has refused to be part
of,” an Indian observer in Dubai
said.

“This is not really a good
omen after the Indian Prime
Minister showcased India's lead-
ership in global climate action.
India could definitely ma®
point in multilaterals
being engaged is n¢
idea.”

Asenior official in the U..on
environment department
sought to underplay the matter
saying these were not part of
theofficial COP process. He said
India was engaging with the for-
mal negotiation.

A COP veteran said: “Such
endeavowrs, with time, often
turn into major agendas...
Loss and damage funding,
though pushed by the least
developed countries and civil
society for decades, was not
part of even the negotiation
text when COP2 started butis
now a frontal issue. Similarly,
the International Solar Alli-
ance, launched by India with

othe mdm\ll\ catapulted
cilitator of the

into a majo
‘OPpnmm

A statement issued by the
COP presidency said: “Over
120 countries endorsed COP28
Declaration on Climate and
Health on 2 December dur
ing the World Climate Action
Summit (and) 1 billion USD of
climate health financing was
galvanised”

28-01-2024

The Telegraph

India’s position in negotiation - globally

India’s international negotiation policy on climate change often in
contradiction and reflects a lack of continuity (maa kali Model of
Jairam Ramesh) ; moreover, India has not done enough to facilitate
the forging of a south Asian conglomerate ( despite proposing the
COP 33 in India). No Asia group like Africa group ; allows China to
piggyback its interest on India through BASIC group

Refuses to be part of WHO led global climate — health action

India has done reasonably well in climate action in recent years — 7%
in 2024 (though slided in 2025) as exemplified by our ‘Panchamrit’
commitments at Glasgow COP and conversion of the same into

earlier NDC subsequently, despite its continuing dependence on
coal. Faltered in not submitting NDC 3.0 at COP 30

Need to link climate change and air pollution at Indian subcontinent;
need to dc-couple geo real politics and geo climate politics

India has provided solar leadership globally in ISA , with France,
and set ambitious target; need to reconcile with Trumpism in CC



India’s negotiation - nationally

S el i v e wwE)

India needs balanced domestic climate policy and
implementation programme; at state level (plans
without money)

No federal climate implementation plan; no federal
dialogue (result is recent Sundarbans controversy)

India’s domestic environment policy and
implementation requires far more strengthening
considering its climate vulnerability (NCAP 2.0 7?7 —
CC and air pollution)

National Climate Action Plan; it is clear that while 1t
has done quite well on mitigation agaendas like solar;
but not enough on others agendas under the plan;

ADAPTATION FUNDING IGNORED IN

LATEST 2026-27 BUDGET, THOUGH
ECONOMIC SURVEY FLAGGED THE NEED



‘ Climate impacts in India

India is most
~| vulnerable nation
’ to climate change
% » | impacts, according
“E=o. | to a Global Climate
" | Risk Index 2021 by
German Watch

Period - CRI score - Fatalities (Rank) - Losses in million US$
(PPP) (Rank) - Losses per unit GDP in % (Rank)

1999-2018 - 38.67-3 -55-3 - 58
2018 -18.17-1 - 34-2 -19
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includes some area outside the
Sundarbans community development
blocks.

0 Super cyclonic storm
2221 km/h

0 Extramala severe cyclonic storm
166-220 km/h

Very severe cyclonic storm
118-165 km/h

2. A “high-risk” management zone is
also defined by local authorities
involved in protected area
management; it includes the entire
core zone and extends partially into
the transition zone to varying
distances depending on the extent of
human-wildlife conflicts or
nonsustainable forest use.

Severe cyclonic storm
89-117 km/h

Cyclonic storm
63-88 km/h

3. All figures estimated through

(y Deep depression NLTA are based on best available

51-62 krnfh information for 2011 (unless
otherwise indicated).

Depression
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in formats commensurate with stable/
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Populat | Population | Annual per | Sea Level

Density/sq

cap. inc

Threat/Natural
Calamities

Marshall 52,634
Kiribati 102,351
Tuvalu 9,876
Tonga 105,323

Micronesia 103,549

Cook 10,900
Islands
Maldivs 345,023

Antigua & 89,985
Barbuda

Saint Kitts 54,191
& Nevis
Sundarban 4.5 m

km
291

126
380

141

147.5
46

1150
204

207

812

(lakhs)
2.39

3.7
2.56

2.92
2.01

4.4
3.8

9.33

0.12

10

2.9
3.1

3.1

8 (act.
12)

HC, El Nino, Flood, Drought, CC

HC, El Nino, Flood, CC

1969-2010, 33 Tropical Cyclone,
Flooding, Erosion, Salt Water
intrusion into ground water, CC
Last 40 years 71 Tropical Cyclone, El
Nino, CC
Tropical Cyclone, Sea level rise, CC

Last 41 years 47 Tropical Cyclone,
SLR, CC
Tropical Cyclone
Tropical Cyclone, Hurricane, Earth

quake, Tsunami, CC

Tropical Cyclone, Hurricane, Earth
qguake, Tsunami

Tropical Cycl, Erosion,
SLR,Mangrove Bio,loss



Loss & Damage : Prediction for Sundarbans

. .12021({2041|2081

. Baseli Baseli

Parameter (0414 e e - - -

2040|2060(2100
1850- 1995-

Mean temp SB 8.5 1900 09 18 41 304 2014 05 14 36

Maximum of 1850- 1995-

Maximum SB 8.5 0.5 1.7 4.2 458 0.2 14 3.9
¢ 1900 2014
emp

. 12.4
Days with TX SB 85 1850- 3.7 da 49.2 69.7 1995- 23 11 478
above 35 " 1900 days < y days days 2014 days days days

. 1850- 1995-
Sea Level Rise =] 8.5 1900 2014 01 0.2 0.6

Tot rainfall Sund 85 1850- 2.40 5.20 18.1 ::;/Zdrz 1995- 1.10 3.90 16.70
arban " 1900 % % 0% v 2014 % % %

VEVAdu e ElE Sund 8.5 1850- 9.30 17.2 46.1 128. 1995- 6.20 13.9 42.00 —
day rainfall arban = 1900 % 0% 0% 9mm 2014 % 0% %




Cost Amphan Cost Yaas Cost (INR

(INR (INR crores)

crores) crores)

et 35 57 60 per cent of state 500 lakh
lakhs population, equivalent
to 600 lakh
T e 99 ;

Dwelling houses 517 431255  28.56 lakhs 28.560 3452
lakhs

“14.9 lakh 14,171 17 lakhs ha 15,860 3425
ha

250556 ha 6,581 1540
= 756.41 Boats-8007, Huts-1.51 2,000 1317
el 13286 8.65 Animals lost-21.22 452 405
(dead), lakhs
et 1194 .49 Embankments- 2,944 4059
244 73km, sea dykes-
3.6km
572.81 1.58 lakh ha 1,033 89
23,813 1,02,442 21,535

Already incurred disaster damages in Sundarbans - huge

economic loss couple with Non economic losses



Table 2: Impact of climate change on livelihood options at a scale of 1 (least) to 5
(maximum) (Studied islands- 48)

NELD - Climate linked disasters

m

pacts on livelihoods

;I(; Island Name Block Agriculture | Fisheries def)z;edsetn ¢ Tourism | Other
1 Amtali Gosaba 4 2 2 2 2 ,
> | Bal Gosaba i 2 N N R Ranigarh- . 4 A
3 Basanti Basanti 4 2 2 2 2 ,
Basant
4 | Baunia Sandeshkhali-T 2 1 1 1 1 40 | Tharkbal
5 Banashyamnagar Patharpratima 4 1 1 1 1 .
6 | Bhanga Tuskhali Sandeshkhali-11 5 1 1 1 3 41 RaYdlghl Mathllfapllr-ﬂ 4 4 1 1 1
7 Biprodaspur Gosaba 2 2 2 2 2 1 3 2
8 Choto Mollakhali Gosaba 4 1 4 1 2
9 | Brajaballavpur Patharpratima 5 3 2 1 1 42 Sagar ISland Sagar 5 3
Choto 5 4 1 4 3 . . )
10| Rabhhoskhai Patharpratima 13 | Sahebkhali Hingalgan; ! 1 ] 1 1
11 Chunakhali Basanti 4 2 2 1 2 )
e WSt S| ¢+ T D T
14 | Durbachoti Patharpratima 5 2 2 2 2 e
15 | Durga Gobindapur | Patharpratima 5 1 1 1 3 45 Satjehfl G()Sﬂba 4 2 2 2 2
16 | Durganagar Namkhana 5 5 1 1 3
17 | G-Plot Patharpratima 4 2 2 2 2 46 Shambhunagar Gosaba 4 2 1 1 2
18 | Gopalnagar Patharpratima 5 2 2 1 2
19 | Gosaba Gosaba 4 1 2 2 2 ! .
20 Hasnabad Hasnabad 4 1 2 2 2 47 Sonakhah Basant] 4 2 2 2 2
21 Hingalganj Hinealeani 4 1 2 2 2 f
2 I-Plit - Patha%pratirﬂla 4 1 1 1 1 48 Sukdewan Gosaba 4 J 4 J J
23 | Joynagar Dakshin Jaynagar-I 5 4 4 2 3
24 | Kachukhali (}}Iosfba 4 2 1 1 2 Average seore 4.27 2.52 2.08 1.75 2.1
25 | Kalinagar Hasnabad 4 1 1 1 1
Kankan Dighi Mathurapur-11 4 4 1 1 1 .
ig K-Plot ¢ Patharprztima 5 4 1 4 3 Re m a rk .
28 | Kumirmari Gosaba 5 5 4 1 3
29 | Kundakhali Kultali 5 4 4 1 1
Lahiripur osaba 4 4 4 1 2 . .
TR ——— | 5 | Agriculture has been most impacted by CC
Mahendranagar atharpratima 5 4 1 1 2 . . .
e o K s+ 15 = (saline water ingression / heat etc— 85
34 | Manipur Sandeshkhali-IT 4 ! 1 1 1 . . .
5 [Mousuniland | Nomkana |4 + 2 [ 2 [ 2 percentimpact); followed by fishery (50
36 | Namkhana Namkhana 4 4 2 4 2
37 Nandakumarpur Mathurapuedl |4 i i ———percent) and then forest dependent
Radhanagar- Gosab 4 3 4 3 3 . .
38 | Taranagar osaba ||Ve| I hOOdS
39 | Rangabelia Gosaba 5 5 1 1 3



Erosion status of islands leading to significant land

loss (Sample size- 30)

Erosion Category(1-4) of islandsin Km (0-2=1,2-5=2,5-10=3and 10+ = §]

B (ategony-1
B (ategony-l
Categany-3

B (azzony-d

Remark: high rate of erosion in
the area mainly due to sea level
rise in nearby Bay of Bengal as
well as subsidence being
catered by settling of islands;
Incidentally the sea level rise in
Bay of Bengal close to
Sundarban, is the highest in the
country as reported in Indian
parliament,

As per peer reviewed data, the
zone has lost around 210 sq km
net land in last 6 decades, an
area bigger than the city of
Kolkata, due to the dynamics as
explained.




Youth: Where the
mind is with fear

Total number of youths / students interviewed —
75

Reported persistent trauma wrt disasters — 60

Reported loss of productivity in agricultural
land - 40

Reported damage (full or partial) of houses — 25

Reported shifting to disaster shelters / relatives
house due to disasters— 30

Reported missing of School for 15+ days — 20;
1-7 days- 65

Reported migration in family — 45

Remark : Continuing spell of
climate changed triggered
burgeoning disasters has created
immense impact on the youths in
the region who report a high
degree of trauma linked to
extreme weather events.

The youth interacted, mostly in
the age group of 14 to 16 yrs,
have experienced several major
cyclones in the area in their
growing years; since 2019.
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AREA STUDIED

M Contribution of urban warming = Contribution of surrounding warming
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Figure 2: Change in surface air temperatures within 1958-2018. Source:
Adapted from IPCC AR6 WGI Regional Factsheet - Urban Areas
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CLIMATE DEAL

@ Forthe first time

in history, almost all
countries have made
a public commitment
to reduce or curb
their Earth-warming
greenhouse gas
emissions

® An aim to hold the
rise in the average
global temperature
tobelow 2°C, a
demand required by
science to avert the
worst impacts of
climate change

@ A signal for a shift
towards a zero-carbon
economy in the

long term, another
target demanded

by science

@ Acceptance of

the concept of
“differentiation” that
recognises the historic
emissions of the
developed countries
and expects them to
provide financial
support to developing
countries in combating
climate change

JAYANTA BASUIN PARISAND
GSMUDUR INNEW DELHI

Dec. 12: Nearly 200 countries
this evening reached a climate
accord that some analysts have
called a “turning point” in hu-
man history designed to drive
the world towards 100 per cent
clean energy.

“It's a compromise... but it
is a historic accord for the wor-
1d,” said Laurent Fabius, the
president of the Paris confer-
ence of parties and the French
foreign minister. “Our responsi-
bility to history is immense.”

But others have warned that
the 31-page accord intended to
hold the rise in average global
temperature below 2°C by re-
ducing Earth-warming green-
house gas emissions is yet an-
other reminder of actions still
to be taken, promises yet to be
kept and pledged finance still
invisible.

The following are questions
and answers through which the
accord can be explained:

Is the Paris conference a
success?

Yes, according to govern-
ments and climate policy ana-
Iysts. No, according to some sci-
entists and activists.

The governments and ana-
lysts point out that the confer-
ence has yielded an accord that
for the firsttime in history com-

mits almost all countries to re-
duce or curb their greenhouse
gasemissions,

It has also set an aim to hold
the rise in average global tem-
perature to below 2°C from the
pre-industrial era, a key de-
mand required by science to
avert the worst impacts of cli-
mate change, The accord also
seeks to pursueefforts tolimit it
t015°C.

The agreement recognises
climate action plans pledged by
over 185 countries, including
the biggest emitters such as
China, the US, India and mem-
bers of the European Union, to
contribute to this effort, with
different countries moving at
different speeds.

Italso acknowledges differ-
ences between developed coun-
tries and developing countries
— and recognises the need for
developed countries to raise
and increase finance to help de-
veloping countries pursue
clean energy and adapt to
weather and environmental im-
pacts of climate change.

But some scientists point to
what they describe as a key de-
parture from earlier climate ac-
cords: a quiet burial of the con-
cept of historical responsibility
by ignoring the cumulative
emissions, especially the large
contributions of the developed
countries over the past century.
“This is a big political gain for

developed countries — and a
loss for developing countries,”
accordingtoT. Jayaraman, acli-
mate science specialist at the
Tata Institute of Social Sci-
ences, Mumbai.

What are the other key
proposals in the accord?

It demands a once-in-five-
years review of emission-redu-
ction pledges to ramp up targets
and calls for capping of green-
house gas emissions as soon as
possible. The deal again com-
mits $100 billion a year for de-
veloping countries from the
rich countries by 2020 with a
promise to increase it beyond
that.,

What are the big disap-
pointments?

Almost everyone would
agree the Paris accord is a re-
minder of actions-to-be-taken
in the future. “The deal does
not force countries to cut their
emissions fast enough to fore-
stall a climate change catastro-
phe,” says Helen Szoke, execu-
tive director of Oxfam, a non-
government organisation.

Some analysts have ex-
pressed disappointment at the
outcome on promises of fi-
nance. “The final deal does not
provide any real assurance to
poor countries on how much fi-
nance will be delivered, when it
will be delivered or how much
of it will be available for adapta-
tion,” says Adriano Campolina,
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chief executive of ActionAid
International, another non-gov-
ernment agency. “There are
nods in the right direction in
the text — nice words, but care-
fully placed to have no legal
meaning.”

What commitments has
India made?

India is among about 185
countries that have submitted
Intended Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (INDC), a
set of pledged actions to curb
emissions. India’s INDC in-
cludes a plan to generate
175,000MW from renewable en-
ergy by 2022, expand non-fossil
fuel-based electricity to 40 per
cent of installed capacity, re-
duce emissions intensity (the
emissions per unit gross domes-
tic product) by 33 to 35 per cent
by 2030 from the 2005 level and
add forests and trees to remove
2,5 billion to 3 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide from the atmos-
phere.

Is the Indian government
happy with the Paris accord?

Environment minister Pra-
kash Javadekar has expressed
satisfaction with the outcome.
“I am happy as all our key de-
mands have been accommodat-
ed,” Javadekar said in Paris.

The concept of “differentia-
tion”, a key demand by India,
has been acknowledged in all
sections of the agreement,
whileissuessuch as climate jus-

tice and sustainable lifestyles
mentioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have been re-
ferred to in the text, Javadekar
said.

‘The Indian government is
happy with the provision in the
accord for a once-in-five-years
stocktaking on emissions pledg-
es, which may help ramp up
each country’s contribution.

However, the absence of any
real assurance of finance is
likely to be a source of disap-
pointment for India.

‘What about climate cam-
paigners from India?

Initial reactions were mixed
but a storm appeared to be
brewing. Many are calling it a
compromise text

The Climate Action Net-
work South Asia, a coalition of
over 141 civil society groups
from South Asia, described the
accord as durable and dynamic,
but one that has fallen short of
being fully fair and responsive
to future needs.

‘What is the legal status of
the Paris accord?

The Paris accord will need
to be ratified by the legislative
bodies of all the countries that
participated in the negotia-
tions. Different countries have
different mechanisms. In India,
this is typically done through a
vote in Parliament.

The ratification require-
ment is the key reason some

that the Par

XXCM  www.telegraphin

The answer iIs
NO
I more than a

represent the wo
and best hope
adeal that

[:>] anet. (AFP pictur

clauses have been kept out of
the binding part of the agree-
ment.

One example is a demand
from developing countries for
developed countries to increase
finance to levels greater than
the annual $100 billion beyond
2020. This was one of the
biggest sticking points as dele-
gates said the US Congress
would never ratify a commit-
ment to keep on increasing that
figure from 2020. In a non-bind-
ing decision, the text now says
governments shall setby 2025 “a
new collective quantified goal
from a floor of $100 billion per
year, taking into account the
needs and priorities of develop-
ing countries”

Will the Earth be safer
than it was before the Paris
talks started?

The current levels of
pledges to cut emissions are not
sufficient to hold back the rise
in temperature at 2°C. So, with-
out any ramp-up of actions, cli-
mate change is likely to worsen
in the coming years and
decades.

But hopes are afloat that the
countries will not only keep
their current pledges but also
increase their actions to move
towards a 100 per cent clean-en-
ergy world later this century
and prevent even worse exacer-
bation of climate change im-
pacts.
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decade after
Paris
agreement
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® Accord highlights
the need for

more ambitious
emission-cutting
actions but does not
force even developed
countries to cut
emissions fast
enough to forestall
the impacts of
climate change

Thanks

@ Accord leaves key
actions for the future,
be it the five-yearly
ramp-up of countries’
pledges for
emission-reduction
actions or the need
to increase finance
to help developing
countries cope with

o jyantabasu.cal@gmail.com

weakens the
obligations of
developed countries
to raise finance

® Pledges to
increase finance,
from rich to poor
nations, from 2020
are not part of
legally binding text




