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Delhi-NCR battles new environmental hazard: Ozone pollution
doubles in 1 yr; millions at higher risk of cancer

In Focus

Updated Jun 20, 2019 | 10:41 IST | Amrtansh Arora

A report on the level of ozone depletion in the national capital region this year by the Centre for Science and Environment has
revealed alarming numbers.
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New Delhi: Ozone pollution was higher between
April and June of this year as compared to the same
period last year, says a new analysis by the Centre for
Science and Environment (CSE). The Delhi-based
non-profit think tank has revealed that the average
ozone levels observed in Delhi exceeded the
prescribed standards on 13 per cent of the days
between April 1 and June 15 of this year as compared
to 7 per cent of the same time frame in 2018.

The analysis further shows that the number of days
crossing the limit was 53 per cent to 92 per cent
which has been dubbed as 'extremely high'. Among
the settlements in the national capital region (NCR),
Faridabad experienced the highest share of days

when the average ozone levels exceeded the prescribed standard at 80 per cent. Ghaziabad was a close second with 67 per
cent of the days followed by Gurgaon at 21 per cent.

In the capital city itself, the number of days fell between 53 per cent to 93 per cent in several industrial and residential
areas. Among areas which experienced the highest number of days when ozone pollution was higher than the prescribed
standards were Najafgarh at 93 per cent, Sri Aurobindo Park at 87 per cent, Narela at 81 per cent, Siri Fort and Rohini at 80
per cent each, Nehru Nagar and Vivek Vihar at 77 per cent each, Bawana at 75 per cent, Jahangirpuri at 73 per cent, JLN
Stadium at 72 per cent Dwarka sector 8 at 69 per cent, and RK Puram at 55 per cent.
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A rally on skates at Sukhna Lake in Chandigarh to increase the awareness on environment changes amongst the

people of Chandigarh in 2012 (File Photo)  |  Photo Credit: BCCL
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In the report titled 'At The Crossroads', the think tank specifies that ozone is a reactive gas and can have an immediate
adverse e�ect on those su�ering from asthma and respiratory conditions. Data released earlier by the System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research (SAFAR) study of 2018 showed that vehicular emission is responsible for
62.5 per cent of NOx load from all sources.

Relevant authorities have stressed time and again on the immediate need to implement stringent action to cut gaseous
emissions from vehicles and industry. Preventive action to cut gaseous emissions from combustion sources is also being
discussed to improve the quality of air in the heart of India. Owing to the presence of harmful gases such as Nitrogen Oxide
(NO2)  in the atmosphere, millions of people are potentially at risk of su�ering from skin cancer.
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