CSE Media Briefing Workshop

Build Them 'Green'
Deconstructing the Building Sector in India
June 28, 2012
Magnolia, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi

Speaker’s profile
Session 1: Why ‘green’ buildings?
•

Deepak Bhavsar, managing director - strategic consulting, Jones Lang la Salle, Delhi
Deepak Bhavsar is the managing director for strategic consulting in India’s leading real estate
research and consultancy organisation Jones Lang la Salle. Mr Bhavsar has over 19 years of
experience in urban development including real estate. He has hands on experience in the fields of
architecture, urban development and planning and real estate. Over the past decade he has been
working specifically in the real estate sector spanning all the major markets in India and in the
sectors covering retail, residential, industrial, SEZs, office and airports.
E-mail: Deepak.Bhavsar@ap.jll.com, Ph No: 9811174818

•

Rajeev Talwar, group executive director, DLF, Delhi
Rajeev Talwar is group executive director with DLF Limited. He has a wide experience as a
bureaucrat and thereafter in the private sector. During his tenure as an IAS officer from 1978 to
2006, he held many positions in the Central and State Governments, and in the Union Territories.
He was involved in the preparation and implementation of environment policy of Delhi and raising
public awareness about pollution.
E-mail: talwar-rajeev@dlf.in, Ph No: 9810538832

•

Praveen Kumar, administrator, Haryana Urban Development Authority, Gurgaon
Praveen Kumar is an IAS officer, working as an administrator with the Haryana Urban
Development Authority. The HUDA chief is known to take constructive steps to cure the
infrastructural and civic issues faced by Gurgaon.
E-mail: praveenkumar38@yahoo.com>; admggnhuda@gmail.com, Ph No: 09540080000

•

Harsha Sridhar, director, The Initiative for Green Habitats, Bengaluru
Harsha Sridhar is the director at the Initiative for Green Habitats, a “Sustainable Built Environment”
consultancy in Bengaluru that offers core sustainability solutions that spans architectural design,
green construction management to green technologies.
E-mail: harsha@ighindia.com, Ph No: 09845731044

•

Gaurav Shorey, assistant professor, Sushant School of Architecture, Delhi
Gaurav Shorey is an assistant professor in Sushant School of Architecture in New Delhi. Mr Shorey
has been in the sustainable habitat field for over six years now. He was responsible for setting up
ADaRSH (Association for Development and Research of Sustainable Habitats) for MNRE and
TERI. He is presently involved in setting a new curriculum for a PG course in sustainable
environmental design at Sushant School of Architecture, Ansal’s University in collaboration with
Schumacher Institute, UK.
E-mail: shorey@gmail.com, Ph No: 9811478353

Session 2: The regulatory realm
•

Paritosh Tyagi, former chairperson, Central pollution Control Board, Delhi
Paritosh Tyagi served as the chairperson of the Central pollution Control Board for over four
years. Mr Tyagi is currently the chairperson and managing trustee of International Development
Centre Foundation. He has also worked as a consultant for WWF-India, IRG and Tetratech.
E-mail: paritoshtyagi@gmail.com, Ph No: 9810823131

•

Navin Raheja, president, National Real Estate Development Council , Delhi
Navin Raheja is the president of National Real Estate Development Council and chairperson
and managing director of Raheja Developers Limited. He has several years of experience in
infrastructural development in the National Capital Region. He was awarded the ‘Top Managing
Director’ Award by the Institute of Marketing & Management, Delhi in the year 2009 and the
‘Udyog Ratna’ Award by the Institute of Economic Studies, Delhi.
E-mail: indu.kwattal@rahejabuilders.com; Ph No: 91-11 29553230

•

Leo F Saldanha, coordinator, Environment Support Group, Bengaluru
Leo Saldanha is a full time coordinator of the Environment Support Group located in Bengaluru.
Mr Saldanha has experience in the areas of environmental law and policy, decentralisation,
urban planning, human rights and development related issues. He is a keen campaigner on
critical environmental and social justice issues and has guided several campaigns demanding
evolution of progressive laws and effective action.
E-mail: leofsaldanha@gmail.com, Ph No: 09448377403

•

Vishwambhar Choudhari, environmental activist, Oasis Environmental Foundation, Pune
Vishwambhar Choudhari is an environmental activist working with the Oasis Environmental
Foundation in Pune. He founded OEF in 1997, and is working in the field of Environment Impact
Assessment (EIA). Mr. Choudhari was working on environmental and social issues for over
seven during his association with National Alliance of People's Movement (NAPM). He is the
PIL petitioner in the Bombay High Court against Lavasa, the proposed hill city in Maharastra and
one of the complainants to MoEF against Lavasa based on which the stop work order was
issued by the Ministry.
E-mail: dr.vishwam@gmail.com, Ph No: 09822009923

Session 3: Energising efficiency in buildings
•

Ajay Mathur, director general, Bureau of Energy Efficiency, Delhi
Ajay Mathur is the director general of Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Union
ministry of power. Dr Mathur is also a member of the Prime Minister's Council on Climate
Change. Prior to joining BEE, he has worked on energy research, financing, and
implementation. He has headed the World Bank's climate change Team in Washington DC, and
the Energy Engineering Division of TERI and has also been the President of Suzlon Energy
Limited.
E-mail: dg‐bee@nic.in; Ph No: 91-11-2617-8316

•

Aalok Deshmukh, independent energy consultant, Delhi
Aalok Deshmukh is an independent energy consultant based in Delhi. Prior, he was heading
the USAID funded bilateral ECO-III Project and worked as a technical advisor to BEE. Mr
Deshmukh is a licensed architect and has over nine years of experience spanning contributions
to more than 125 projects, including energy efficiency program implementation and buildinglevel sustainability research and consulting. He has also been a part of the LEED certification
review team and has served on the LEED Core Committee for the US Green Building Council.
E-mail: ad@aalokdeshmukh.com, Ph No: 9818996530

•

Prasad Vaidya, principal, The Weidt Group, California
Prasad Vaidya is principal at the The Weidt Group (TWG) located in California, USA. Mr Vaidya
also heads the LEED consulting practice at TWG, working on day-lighting design, energy
conservation and LEED certification projects. He has provided energy design assistance for
utility programs for many US states, which includes over a hundred building projects. He has
taught graduate level courses on Sustainable Design and Day lighting Design at the University
of Minnesota.
E-mail: PrasadV@TWGI.com, Ph No: 889868400

•

Daljit Singh, consultant, National Transport Development Policy Committee, Delhi
Mr. Daljit Singh is presently working as a consultant at the National Transport Development
Policy Committee (NTDPC). Until May, 2012 he was senior research fellow at the Prayas
Energy Group. While he worked on many aspects of reforms and regulation of the electric power
sector at Prayas, his area of focus was sustainable development and energy efficiency. Earlier,
he worked for the State Regulatory Commission in Massachusetts, USA on regulation of electric
utilities
in
Massachusetts.
E-mail: daljit@prayaspune.org, Ph No: 09890507558

Session 4: Economics of Affordable Housing
•

Arnab Roy, executive director, National Housing Bank, Delhi
Arnab Roy is executive director at the National Housing Bank in New Delhi. Prior, he was the
regional director at the Reserve Bank of India in Jammu. Mr Roy has over 29 years of
experience in regulation and supervision, currency management and policy making, both at
regional and central office of the RBI.
E-mail: aroy@nhb.org.in

•

Vishnu Swaminathan, director, housing for all, Ashoka India, Delhi
Vishnu Swaminathan is director of Housing for All programme at Ashoka India in Bengaluru. Mr
Swaminathan has been working with Ashoka for more than 14 years as entrepreneur and
innovator. In the past he was the head of a leadership school based in Pune, where he led the
school's social effort by creating an independent Centre for Social Development. He has worked
on a wide range of technologies, projects, training and strategic business models and been a
leader at those initiatives.
E-mail: vram@ashoka.org, Ph No: 09480826555

•

B. R Balakrishnan, chairperson, Alchemy Urban Systems Pvt Ltd., Bengaluru
B. R Balakrishnan is chairperson of Alchemy Urban Systems Pvt. Ltd. in Bengaluru. He is an
architect and planner with over two decades of professional and academic experience in
architecture and urban planning. Earlier, as an executive director of Environmental Planning
Collaborative (EPC), Ahmedabad, Mr Balakrishnan led a team that planned the reconstruction
of the town of Bhuj. He was the land use and physical planning expert in an international team
commissioned by the World Bank to prepare a post disaster housing reconstruction handbook.
He is currently providing guidance to a low income housing effort by a group of 5 NGOs in Bhuj.
E-mail: balachandran.balraj@gmail.com, Ph No: 9343377911

• Mukta Naik, architect and urban planner, Micro Homes Solutions, Delhi
Mukta Naik is an architect and urban planner and is working with Micro Homes Solutions in
Delhi since 2011. She is interested in developing effective delivery mechanisms for housing for
the urban poor with a focus on migrant communities. Ms Naik has worked with the Institute for
Competitiveness heading the urban research practice and the Confederation of Construction
Products and Services.
E-mail: mukta@microhomesolutions.com, Ph No: 9811407359

