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The Study

o Data on forests and environment clearances granted by 
the MoEF in the last five years - 11th FYP (2007 – August, 
2011)

o Studied 5 sectors
o Data collated from MoEF website and other sources
o EC granted at the state-level not included
o Our analysis is an underestimation on the level of EC 

granted



Environment clearances

Mining: Non-Coal
o361 mining projects granted EC during: 2007-
August 2011

o186 greenfield and 175 expansion projects 



Mining



Mining



Mining: Top 5 districts



Iron Ore

o 113 iron ore mines were given EC 
o Capacity granted EC: 162 MTPA
o ML area under iron ore granted EC: 32,500 ha
o India produced 213 million tonnes of iron ore in 

2010-11 and 100 million tonnes of this was 
exported

o The iron ore capacity granted EC during the 11th 
FYP period, is 75% of the existing capacity of 
iron ore mining in the country

o EC largely for exporting iron ore



Iron Ore



Keonjhar – No cumulative impact 
assessment 
o At the end of 10th FYP, Keonjhar had 101 major mineral 

leases producing 33 MT on iron ore and about a million 
tonnes of manganese

o Highly polluted and huge ecologically damage due to 
mining, sponge iron and mineral transportation

o During 11th FYP, EC granted for additional 55+ MTPA of 
iron ore capacity – 13,000 ha mine lease area 
Cumulative impact not considered

o Huge amount of illegal mining and non-compliance with 
environmental regulation – not considered in EC

http://ibm.nic.in/illegalmining_orissastate.htm



Limestone

o 101 limestone mines given EC in 11th FYP 
o ML area under limestone granted EC: 

34,400 ha
o Capacity granted EC: 94 MTPA; 50% of 

the existing capacity in the country



Limestone

S ta te

Andh ra  Pradesh 1 0 2 0 .0 5 2 9 8 6 .3 2
Chattis g a rh 4 6 .0 6 1 0 6 2 .2 9
G u ja ra t 1 8 2 3 .1 7 7 1 6 9 .5 5
Him acha l Pradesh 2 3 .0 7 4 0 4 .9
Jamm u  &  Kashm ir 1 0 .4 4 4 8
Jh ark hand 1 0 .0 4 1 2 .3 3
Karnatak a 4 1 .6 6 5 8 8 .0 5
Madhy a  Pradesh 1 9 1 2 .0 7 4 9 7 5 .0 4
Meg ha lay a 1 0 .4 4 1 3 9 .6 7
Od is h a 6 4 .5 4 1 7 1 1 .5 6
Ra jas th an 3 3 2 1 .3 1 1 5 1 4 1 .2 4
Tam il Nadu 2 1 .0 7 1 2 1 .9 1
TO TA L 1 0 1 9 3 .9 1 3 4 3 6 0 .8 4

N um b e r  of  
m in e s  

g ra n te d  E C

C a p a c ity  
(MT P A )

ML  a re a  
( in  h a )



Bauxite

29 bauxite mines given EC in 11th FYP
ML area under limestone granted EC: 
0.12 lakh ha
Capacity granted EC: 21 MTPA 
1.3 times the existing capacity in the 
country



Bauxite



Cement
106 cement projects with a production capacity 
of 190 MTPA granted EC during the 11th FYP 

At the end of the 10th FYP, the installed capacity 
was 179 MTPA 

More clearances have been granted in the 
last five years than those installed in the 
previous 60 years  



Cement: Top states
Spread over 16 states, but four states account for 
70% cement capacity granted EC in the country

Andhra Pradesh is the top – 41 MTPA

Rajasthan and Karnataka are next with 40 MTPA 
and 32 MTPA of cleared cement capacity 
respectively 

25 MTPA capacity in Chhattisgarh 



Cement



Cement: Top 10 districts



Gulbarga - Cumulative impact?

o Gulbarga, Karnataka which is already the largest lime 
stone producing district of the country (production in 
2007 was 14 MTPA) and has major cement plants will 
get an additional 23 MTPA capacity -- cumulative 35 
MTPA cement + 50 MTPA limestone mines



Cement: why new projects?



Iron & Steel
Iron & Steel capacity and production: 2009-10

188 iron & steel projects granted EC; adding 29 
MTPA of sponge iron capacity and 89 MTPA of steel 
capacity
More than doubled the capacity in the last 5 years



Iron and Steel: State-wise EC
o Jharkhand is the top state in terms of steel 

capacity granted EC in the country – 25 MTPA

o Chhattisgarh and Odisha are next with 20 MTPA 
and 14 MTPA of steel capacity respectively

o Maximum sponge iron capacity in Chhattisgarh 
(8.4 MTPA) followed by Odisha (6 MTPA)



Iron and Steel: State-wise EC



Steel capacity: Top 10 districts



Sponge iron capacity: Top 10 
districts



Bellary– Cumulative impacts?
A billion tonnes on iron ore reserve
Existing iron & steel capacity, including sponge iron: 
27 MTPA (2011 data)
Land allocated to Mittal steel, Essar Steel, Bhushan 
Steel and Brahmani steel by state govt. Posco is also 
setting up its steel plant near Almatti dam
More than 60 MTPA steel capacity; 125 MTPA iron ore 
mining (current is 40-45 MTPA) – iron ore reserve will 
not last even 10 years
Already critically polluted and ecologically devastated. 
What will be impact of upcoming projects on 
water, land, forests, pollution, people ?????



What next?

In all sectors clearances granted to capacities almost 
equal to the existing capacities
Concentration of mining and industries in a few states 
and districts
No cumulative impact being considered
Where is the question of environment clearances 
impeding growth?


