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Self Construction
a process in which the homeowner is closely involved in every aspect of building, 
extending or refurbishing her unit, either undertaking the building work herself or 

contracting a mason under close supervision. Self-construction is not usually guided by 
current safe design or building norms and is influenced by word- of-mouth and informal 

knowledge of construction practices and technology. 
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TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE
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Current Problem

No need Don't understand

Illegal Setting - Liability

No need - Don t understand 
the value of services

Too expensive - No accessibility
Can’t Pay - No market opportunity
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mHS theory of change

Appropriately designed technical training modules and customized inputs 
offered to masons and homeowners engaging in incremental housing can 
positively influence the quality of the buildings, especially in low-income 

communities. This is based on the observation that many gross mistakes 
are made due to lack of basic construction knowledge and that if corrected, 

the safety and quality of buildings could dramatically improve. 

Digital tools able to deliver these services can became direct guides 
for masons and homeowners and improve the output of other 

i t ti ' t i i iinterventions as mason's training programs or awareness campaigns 
on safety of structures. Digital tools can thus be critical to improve 

the quality and resilience of low-income rural and urban settlements.
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