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to Save the Lakes of
Dhaka

- Taslima Islam
: Lawyer, BELA
——== 26 September, Dhaka
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Importa ncews

Weterr Dodies should  constitute about
107 2 Clty for it to function properly
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vvr r:= retentlon basins during the
= Monsoon

_-: atural drainage system

% convenient network of communication
- ® source of biodiversity

® scenic beauty

® source of recharge of ground water

* ensure reduction of sound and air
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AJOr: Issues ane
~ Problems

Umolrlr nead urnanization
REUSE aI|zat|on/CommerC|aI|zat|on

IeGal; Unlawful encroachment and
rl”Qﬁ ent

._.“* m pant pollution
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"‘Gulshan ake Is under constant pressure to
- be filled by RAJUK for creating new
residential plots. If this Is allowed to
continue unhindered, it will not only destroy
this wonderful open space, but also the
essential retention capacity for stormwater

from a vast area resultlng In local flooding
Aand watrear loacaadina”
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dece ratingl the quality off water
<]

Img he aguatic life
enrle gerlng its ecological balance
—cfif _ctlng ground water
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!-.fausmg water logging
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~ * water borne diseases/health hazards

RIGHT TO LIFE DENIED!



SBeAdmitted FactEiime

-

Blestend Watenbodies aneio guleigend haphazardishape and
foren widshsienlifiezigavElgicitiel Jidthrat Varion i[0]
IEtto) lack of proper drainage fiacilities, water levels in different
S2EPNS alie Not satisfactory and not suitable for fisheries

/eloorp

| sommc aces, Lake beds are raised by national fill due to erosion
IBSIGES; and seepage of soil from the slope of banks. As a result,

- ofi beds are not uniform. This ununiformity causes
TUCtIOﬂ im natural water flow creating water stagnancy and
— §t4'uct|on In disposal of rainwater and sometimes surrounding

— =

:_:‘- @\AHylng areas are also artificially flooded

— & Unauthorized occupants with temporary structures have captured

-~ some of the Lake side areas which has become very mush

-~ hazardous to the environment, and the cause of pollution of the
waterbodies

* Unauthorized encroachment to the lake side by constructing
’Ice|r<npoaary and permanent structures by the allottees of plots at
ake sides

* Absense of necessary walkways, pathways and drive ways along
the lake sides, which could be of great importance for well being
of the dwellers at lake sides. The lake side dwellers as well as the
people I|V|ng in the area are deprlved of such facilities
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C~ nstltutlon of the People’s
ut Ilc of Bangladesh
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= jft cIe 18A Protection and
-_-: = Improvement of

—

= —= environment and bio-
diverS|ty

- Article 31 Right to protection of law
- Article 32 Protection of right to life
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Laws and‘Po_Iyl!c?@_",
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n Improvement Act,
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S |c5n 73 of the Act has entrusted RAJUK to
@pt Master Plan for the City and certain areas
Vithin its vicinity
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— Sectlon /4 of the Act elaborates the legal
- effect of an approved Master Plan

- All future developments and construction,
both public and private, shall be In conformlty

with the Master Plan or with the amendment
therenf
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Laws and Policie;
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SEC( n 5 has empowered the government to
déclare any area as ecologically critical area (ECA)
jf the state of ecology of the area is under threat.
i “ For proper maintenance of the ECAs, the

J;_:-_ overnment may prohibit certain activities in a
= glven area
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- Under Section 7, the government may direct any
person respon5|ble for causing damage to the
ecology to adopt corrective measures

i
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- Newly amended section to include waterbodies
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_ (contd...)

Act No. XLV of

-
- ——

e r,r ) 409 of the - Brescrlbes for punishment for
i\ off trust by public servant. The said section
1as follows:

— "Whoever, being in any manner entrusted with
— property, or with any dominion over property in
hIS capacity of a public servant or in the way of
his business as a banker, merchant, factor, broker,

attorney or agent commits criminal breach of
trust in  respect of that pro1perty shall be punished
with Imprisonment for life, or with imprisonment
of either description for a term which may extend to
ten years, and shall also be liable to fine."
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e Sk ate Acquisition and Tenancy
AGH, 1950
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e 'e ciﬁnblts any change in nature of
j ands without approval from the

| -j' ‘concern  authorities
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= (contd..

o 000 (on the fact of
d threats to the water bodies,
» Was enacted)

@ )
1

— ectlon 5 has defined it an offence If nature

-J@f open spaces including waterbodies are

g;:ff*-;"- changed without due approval - changing

- the nature and character of any water body
- Is strictly prohibited

- As per section 6, in approving conversion of
open spaces, the public interest issues
Involved shall be duly considered



Laws and PolicieSi

; , ad 26
J\JJ\J& ber, 2001, memo No ceg-
/// /2001/839
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=Gu|shan Lake has been declared as
—"":"' ~ “ecologically critical area” under the
Bangladesh Environment Conservation
Act, 1995 and the Rules made

thereunder in 1997.
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=3 -,-‘_|" notification has prohibited
it

alnr activities in the ECA of Gulshan
JJ _'
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—— ——*changlng the nature of lana
— -
-:-;_j;— - catching of all kinds of aquatic animals

- activities harmful to the fish and other

aguatic animals and their habitat

- establishment of industries that pollute
soil, water, air and create noise
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5 Keep the rivers, canals, ponds,
——— —akes haors, baors and all other water

:f‘-‘; bodies and water resources free from
- pollution
- 3.12.4 Focus greater importance on

the role of water bodies in enhancing
beatification of the cities
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(contd...)

v\/ater QI ENVIFONMENL IS a notable feature
01" the “Water Policy, 1999 (Section 4.12).
e Policy recognizes that continued
(IF‘\,L’E opment and management of the water
Eeseurce should include the protection and
-servatlon of environment and Its bio-
_ fver5|ty As per the Policy, environmental
= -fneeds and objects would be treated equall
- with the resource management needs. All
water related agencies and departments
have Dbeen required to give full
consideration to environmental protection,
restoration and enhancement measures
consistent with the National Environment
Management Action Plan (NEMARP).
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EaWS and?glym-(egb,
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el Industrial Policy seeks to
promote privatization and project the
go_\ 2] nment as facilitator instead of
ulator The Policy envisaged that

— = i

= élustnal development would be
~ sustainable from the point of view of
environmental concerns and
resource availability.
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~3:m ini; and Gulshan Lakes provide
OPEN" space as well as function as
rerm tion ponds

- Iaanmond: Lake provides a very
_mbortant open space and recreation
-~ area
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Adequate measures are required to
prevent further filling and reduction in
size of the Lakes, so as to maintain Its
effective retention function and develop
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B Implemeéntin -
R:Jyl‘rnp '! c hltl! §created under the

ToWr] Jmorovememrr\fz, |.)_)_j Whilchrhaseen autherseds
ahe entriusted wi e responsibilities, among others, to
adopt. Master  Plan, allot plots, approve bUIldlng
("omsr” ction, recreational and other civic facilities,
mrm ucture plans for the Dhaka City

_

'ar'tment of Environment (DoE) which is the
= ;;nplementln agency of the Environment Conservation
=~ =~ Act, 1995 (Act No. | of 1995) and assumed all
— -*‘=respon5|blllt|es regarding environmental protection and
= conservation and the National Environmental Policy,

1992

- Department of Public Works (responsible for, inter alia,
the urban development in specific cities and townshlps)

- Dhaka Water Supply and Sewerage authority (WASA)

- Dhalka Citvy Corporation (DCC)
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JoLto d [SEUKOr OFF destroy the greenaries for
the pu pose of construction any road or
rrer]rme ‘any residential and commercial
olor~=e the lands or on the waters of

GiUls 1an lake

= Fnot te allot any newly created plot to
ﬂybody

— tﬂot to make deviation from the Map and not
- to encroach upon the Lake or the lakeside
greenery

* not to dump earth/soil in the Gulshan Lake
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EBOrt’s-Order (contds..)™

HONIIEPENE ol detalled and complete statement regarding allotment
of olor:: and fllllng up the lake water and/or lake-side in violation of
tre zlgorel ed master lay out plan and encroachment upon the
SEINE e

Le: take ‘positive, infallible and pervasive steps to draw
dEMaRcation over the entire area, adjoining Gulshan-Mohakahli-
”a Are1o)f Jake by paving walkways throughout the bank of the lake

~declare the entire area as ECA

‘_E;—j_ 0 make alternative arrangement by constructing waste disposal
— — 'sites where all sewage and other environment polluting waste
—— -sahll be discharged

~ * to take steps tp ensure that a committee, comprising personnel
from the ministry of Public Works, RAJUK, WASA, DCC, DMP, DoE,
Gulshan society, media personallty and environment activists to
|nc”essantly monitor the inviobility of the lake against encroachers,
polluters

* To take legal measures against the officials who have given illegal
allotment
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rlerrm a ion of lakes

oreva tion of waste dumping and

OLNE er poIIutlon
'"r* ahmg up of water

"": involvement of the community/local
people
® corporate responsibility
* coordination of all relevant agencies
e awareness/self
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