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MORE AN AQUA-DESERT THAN
A LIFELINE FOR FISHERMEN

JIPSON SIKHERA

The people of Kuttanad depend on the water in the wetland canals for
washing, bathing and at times drinking too. Often, these water sources are

heavily polluted from pesticide residues and organic waste

Reema Narendran | ENS
T’Puram, March 18

A survey by the State Health De-
partment shockingly revealed
that the incidence of cancer was
very high in Kainakari
panchayat, right at the heart of
the Vembanad wetland. Fearing
panic, the report has been
moved to the cold storage, but
the stark truth remains.

“The water is highly polluted
here and we do have an increas-
ing number of people getting
affected by cancer. The most
common type is abdominal can-
cer; throat cancer comes sec-
ond,” said Kainakari panchayat
member James.

The overuse of chemical fer-
tilisers (20,000 tonnes annually)
and pesticides (500 tonnes), in-
cluding the deadly ones such as
DDT, lindane and endosulphan,
is generally believed to be the
cause of such a high incidence
of cancer. The pesticide and fer-
tiliser residues dissolve in the
water, an integral part of Kut-
tanad life.

The water has unfortunately
become a cesspool of not only
the fertilisers applied on planta-
tion farms and pesticides used
in Kuttanad, but also of hun-
dreds of tonnes of human ex-
creta that flow down the Pampa
and Achenkoil rivers during the
Sabarimala pilgrimage season,

not to mention oil spills and
waste from houseboats.

These contaminants affect not
only humans, but also clams,
prawns and fish, which are sen-
sitive even to the slightest
change in the level of salt. This
cocktail of chemicals is not
something they can cope with.

“This lake has no wealth now,
our children are moving into the
construction field,” says Kausa-
lya, a mother of three fishermen
who survived three bouts of chi-
kungunya.

Oh?t(?%banad%

What could spell further doom
to this wetland is the proposed
Pampa-Achencoil-Vaippar Link
Project which would take away
the water right from the High
Ranges.

“The floods we have in Kut-
tanad have become a necessity,
just like a bath. They not only
cleanse, but also bring in a lot
of organically rich soil and silt
with it, which is absolutely nec-
essary for paddy cultivation
here,” says Kuttanad Vikasana

Samithi (KVS) director Fr.
Thomas Peelianickal.

Echoing his view was Mulla-
periyar Special Cell member
James Wilson, an expert in in-
ter-state water issues: “We need
at least 4,745 mcm of water just
for flushing out the present level
of toxic pesticide residues and
other pollutants from Vem-
banad. We also need a lot of wa-
ter for various other uses in the
wetland. If we go ahead with the
river diversion project, the Pam-
pa is estimated to have a deficit
of 3,537 mcm of water by 2050,
leading to a lot of salinity intru-
sion problems in Kuttanad and
making the water shortage
worse.”

The two interventions in the
natural flow of the river and the
tides - the Thanneermukkom
barrage and the Thottapilly
spillway - have now been recog-
nised as ‘errors in judgement’.
“Only farmers of around 12 per
cent of the total paddyfields go
in for a second crop. It is for
them that the barrage is kept
closed. The berried prawns and
pearl-spots which breed during
the season are unable to enter
the waterways, while we fisher-
men have to starve,” says Anil-
kumar of Muhamma.

‘Aqua-desert’ is how the fish-
ermen now describe the Vem-
banad Lake. While the pollution
in Kuttanad is organic, the lake
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The fishermen of Muhamma near a Matsyathavalam or fish sanctuary set
up by ATREE. No one catches fish 300 metres around this sanctuary

in and around Kochi has become
barren thanks to industrial ef-
fluents. “The huge quantities of
ammonia being dumped into the
lake - to the tune of 430-560 ppm
- acids, suspended solids, fluo-
rides and radioactive minerals
are toxic for fish, which face re-
productive hazards and growth
abnormalities, with eggs often
being destroyed,” notes Cusat
School of Industrial Fisheries
director Madhusoodana Kurup.

But all is not lost, yet. Organi-
sations such as ATREE, RARS,
CMFRI, Kuttanad Vikasana
Samithi and several panchayats
are working towards the revival
of this wetland of international
importance. While ATREE,
RARS and CMFRI are working

towards bringing back the fish
wealth, KVS stresses organic
and sustainable farming meth-
ods. CMFRI is now working on
developing clam enclosures for
the benefit of clam fishermen.
ATREE has even managed to
rope in the tourism industry to
sponsor fish sanctuaries named
‘Matsyathavalam’, making them
responsible for maintenance of
the wetland. These are indeed
signs that Vembanad will over-
come all the developmental pres-
sures, for a revival akin to the
Chilka wetland in Orissa.

(Concluded)

(The study was conducted with a
fellowship from the Centre for Science
and Environment, New Delhi)

KSKTU workers
encroach on land in
7 places in Wayanad

Express News Service
Kalpetta, March 18

Kunnamangalam, near
Thonichal in Edavaka
panchayat.

The agitators who reached
the estates by 11 am pitched
flags on the land and de-
clared the land as liberated
from the estate group. The
KSKTU leaders also an-
nounced that measures
would be taken to distribute
the land among the landless
in the district soon.

After pitching flags on the
land, majority of the work-
ers retreated from the spots,
it is learnt.

“The agitation aims only
to invite the attention of the
government to the excess
land illegally held by planta-
tion groups,” the KSKTU
district committee said in a
press release here.

THE workers of the Kerala
State Karshaka Thozhilali
Union (KSKTU), the farm
labourers’ organisation of
the CPM, encroached upon
excess land in six estates
and excess revenue land in
another place in Wayanad
district on Thursday.

The workers encroached
upon Kuppamudi Estate, Ko-
lagappara, near Sulthan
Bathery, Pambra Estate near
Pulppalli, Achur, Meppadi
and Puthumala divisions of
Harrisons Malayalam Lim-
ited (HML) in Vythiri Taluk,
Jessi division of Parisson’s
Estate at Kaithavallikkunnu
near Mananthavadi and the
revenue land at Karakkani,
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DIRECTOR GENERAL NAVAL ACADEMY PROJECT (MIN. OF DEFENCE)

Summer

EOI FOR SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT PHASE | AT

INDIAN NAVAL ACADEMY, EZHIMALA

exemption for
repayment of
loans 2

Express News Service nance and long-term service.

1. Applications are invited from reputed and experienced medical companies for supply and in-
stallation of medical equipment Phase | at Naval Academy, Ezhimala, Kannur District, Kerala.

The firm will be expected to Supply / install / commission medical equipment in accordance
with specifications in a time bound manner and offer support in terms of warranty / guarantee, mainte-

T’Puram, March 18 3. Criteria for applying
(@) Estimated cost of work will be approx. Rs. 65 Lakh.

ggz!%ﬁi??&?xﬁfﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ (h) Should have setup medical equipment for a hospital one of the criteria given below.
tomary summer exemption (i)  One similar completed order not less than Rupees 52 Lakh in last seven years.
from repayment of loans. @iy Two similar completed orders not less than Rupees 32.5 Lakh in last seven years.

The State Government, in (i)~ Three similar completed orders not less than Rupees 26 Lakh in last seven years.
gg)gggf {h%?: C%},Ve[s; %}rll ;j © Minimum average annual turnover of Rupees 19 Lakh, in the last five financial years
count of the repayment of ending 31 Mar 09.

principal and interest of all (d)
loans and advances taken
from the government by
State Government employ- ©
ees for three months from
April. The exemption is for

The company should be doing business for at least five years in the field

medical equipment.

The vendor / products and or its associate companies etc should not have been banned
or black-listed by any Government or Quasi Government Agencies or Public Sector
undertakings at any given time.

Qualified manpower and experience.

Quarterly stock level statement for last financial year duly authenticated by bank.
Firms with foreign collaboration and capacity to supply imported equipment
may also apply. Certificate of foreign OEM as their sole distributor of
equipment in India be submitted.

Repeat client history of at least 5 years supported by copies of orders.

Should have been assessed by the Income Tax department for the last three years.

Name, Address, Telephone / Mobile No., Fax, email ID and website address.
Profile, ownership and organisational structure of the firm.

employees drawing basic
pay up to Rs 12,930 per ) Infrastructure for R &D.
month. The recovery of in- ©
stalments thus deferred (h)
will be effected in five equal ()
instalments from July to
November 2010.
The deferred recovery, a
practice being followed for k)
0\1161‘ a decgde, is llaeing im- 0)
plemented mainly to put . . _——
more money at the disposal 4. Details to be furnished by firms:
of employees before school (©)
and college reopening. (b)
The benefit will be appli- ©

cable to all State Govern-
ment employees, including
contingent and work estab-

lishment staff and the Q)
teaching and non-teaching ®
staff of aided schools and

private colleges who are ©

paid from the Consolidated 5.
Fund of the state. The ben-
efit will also be extended to
all non-gazetted and gazett-
ed officers of the local bod-
ies, including contingent
and work establishment
staff drawing a basic pay 6
up to Rs 12,930 per month in :
respect of the loans and ad-
vances taken by them from

the local bodies.
davp 10702/11/0336/0910

Annual turnover and IT Return of the firm for the last three years.

(d) Details of three major assignments, xerox copies of supply order,

proof of installation and user feed back reports.

Authorisation certificate from OEM / Manufacturer for Medical Equipment.

(lient list and Defence Projects executed.

List of qualified manpower, equipment etc and factory layout.

Application indicating willingness to participate alongwith details mentioned at SI 4 to
be forwarded to Director General, Naval Academy Project Ezhimala, Katari Bagh, Naval Base P.0.,
Kochi (Kerala) - 682 004 by 26 Apr 2010. Firms will be short-listed based on above criteria or any
other additional criteria considered necessary by Indian Navy at a later date. Tenders will thereafter
be issued to short-listed companies only. List of equipment is available in the advertisement at irfc-
nausena.nic.in . For any queries contact Project Coordinator on pma_kochi@rediffmail.com .

The Director General, Naval Academy Project Ezhimala, Kochi reserves the right to reject any
or all the applications received in respect to the advertisement without assigning any reason whatsoever.
No compensation will be paid to any firms for rejection on any account.

Director General
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Union Bank of India

( A Government of India undertaking )
Post Box No. 688010 17/1416-W,Kabeer Plaza,V.C.S.B. Road ALAPUZHA
Phone Nos.0477 2251539, (fax) 2251439 E. mail chsalapuzha@unionbankofindia.com

AUCTION NOTICE
[SCHEDULE 4 (2)]

Where as the Bank acting through its Authorised Officer, in exercise of its powers under
Section 13(4) of Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 (SARFAESIA), took possession of the mortgaged property
of Mr. Narayana Menon and Mrs. Pingala Devi on 21.10.2008 on their failure to pay the
due amount as per the notice dated 05.07.08 issued under section 13(2) of the said Act
and decided to put up for sale the Schedule -1, PART -A property for realization of the
Schedule -1, Part - B debts due to the Bank, upon the following terms and conditions:

Conditions of Sale

a)  Saleis being held on AS IS WHERE IS, WHATEVER THERE AND WITHOUT
RECOURSE basis and the Bank is not responsible for title, condition or
any other fact affecting the property.

b)  The particulars specified in the Schedule -1 have been stated to the best
of information of the Bank and the Bank will not be answerable for any
error, misstatement or omission.

0 Demand Draft/ Pay Order for Rs.2,50,000/- (Rupees Two Lakhs Fifty Thousand
only) towards the earnest money deposit (EMD) along with application shall be
deposited with the Authorised Officer on or before 27.04.2010 at 10.30 am to
participate in the sale. The Demand Draft/ Pay Order shall be drawn on Union
Bank of India payable at Alappuzha. Cheques will not be accepted for EMD.

d) At the auction sale the amount biddings are to be increased or the
method of bidding shall be as determined by the Authorised Officer.

e)  For the reasons, it shall be discretion of the Authorised Officer to cancel
the sale for any reason and return the bids submitted and Bank would not
entertain any claim or representation in that regard from the bidders.

f) The person declared to be the successful purchaser shall pay forthwith
on receipt such declaration a deposit of 25% (twenty five percent) of
sale price, less EMD deposited if any, and remaining amount shall be
paid within 15 days from the date of confirmation of sale by the Bank.

g)  Onissuance of Sale Certificate by the Bank, sale shall be complete and
no claims shall be entertained by the Bank.

h)  Nothing in this notice constitutes or will be deemed to constitute any
commitment or representation on the part of the Bank to sell the property.

)} Bank reserves the right to cancel the sale for any reason it may deem
fit or even without assigning any reason such cancellation shall not be
called in question by the bidders.

) The Bank reservesiits right to accept, reject any or all bids at any stage and
vary, modify and waive any condition of sale in its absolute discretion.

k) Brokers/ Middleman shall not be entertained.

Sale of Schedule -1, Part - A property shall be held by the Authorised Officer
of the Bank by way of Public Auction as per details set out hereunder.
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Iate - 2304300
Place : Esakulan

Date of Sale 21.04.2010
Time of Sale 10.30 am
Place of Sale Alappuzha Branch premises

25,00,000/- (Twenty Five Lakhs only)
2,50,000/- (Two lakhs Fifty thousand only)

Reserve Price Fixed in Rupees

Earnest Money Deposit

Schedule -1 Part-A

Name Description of Details of Claims if any put Valuation
ofthe | property and the Encumbrances | forward to the as assessed
account | name of the owner | as known to property and by us

(if more than one the Bank any other Known in Rupees.

owner give all their particulars bearing

names) on its nature and

value

M/s.Epic | 1) 23.07 Ares of Land | Not known NIL Rs.
Systems | with Residential 25,00,000
and Building in Re. (Rupees
Tours Sy. Nol3/3  (Old. Twenty

Sy.No.20658B Five lakhs

and 20650  of only).

Thrikkunnapuzha

Village, Karthikappally

Taluk,  Alappuzha

(Dist.) owned by Mr.

Narayana Menon and

Mrs. Pingala Devi.

Bounded by: East -

Property of Narayana

Menon & Madhavan.

West - Property of

Narayana Menon

North - Property of

Madhavan

South - Road.

Schedule -1 Part—-B
Nature of | Debt due Post 13(2) Costs Recovery Total dues
Facility ason notice Interest | recover- | effected after | a5 on
30.06.08 | recoverable | able Noticedate | 270410

Term Loan | 24,60,038.00 | 763,249.00 55054.00 | 1273750.00 | 20,04,591.00

readers saying

You will
never hear our

Sd/- AUTHORISED OFFICER
Union Bank of India
Kabeer Plaza, V.C.S.B. Road, Alappuzha.
Ph: 0477 2251539Fax: 0477 2251439
E. mail: chsalapuzha@unionbankofindia.com

Place ; Alappuzha
Date : 17.03.10




